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After a brief period. of inactivity during the sunner the
Society is again functioning" The meeting at which Hr" Robert
Craig lectured. on rShips and Shipbuild.in6 in the Port of
Sr,vansea' was very successful" Surther ueetings, arranged. by
the Extra-l1ural Departraent of the 'Unj-versity ColI€Be r are to be
held. at approximately monthly intervals until next spring. 0n
Noveraber 16th Dr" Graham Hruaphrys rvill speali cn '[he Fue]- ancl
Pororer Ind-ustry in !/est',/alesr,'anC on December 14th ltr" W"I{"
I'lorris will give an account of 1 

'[1':,e Kid-rce]-l)r [inp]ate 'r,/orksr 
".

Both neetings r,,ril-I be held. in tl:e Royal Instituticn and r+iIl-
start at 7 "O p"m"

Since the last issue the Society has been unfortrrnate i-n
los.ing both the Secretary and. [reasurer. Cirris Co6gins has
been appointed f.,ecturer in Geography at luton College of
[echnol-ogyr rarhile Jeff Griffiths is now Deputy Schoo]s Officer
to the Lond.on Diocesan tsoard- of 'Ed.ucation" 'i,Je owe a great d.ea1
to tlie part their laeowled-ge and enthusiasm p1atrred. in setting up
the Society, and-.wish thbm'both evely success in their.new Plsts"
It is 'goo.d"- to know that ,they intend to keep up their links with
the Society" fhe vacant posts have not yet been fil].ed r but
it is anticipated. that it wilL not be long before they are"

I\TIRODUCTORY

}.T}JIdS ITIMS

Trostre TinpLate $user4n" !trhen the huge mod,em, strip mil'Is-
at bw Vale,were Iuilt by the then Steel
Conpany of Wales shortly after the last tr'Jar, all the old. works
producing tirplate by the hotpack process were elosed-, tftg Last
one survi.virllg'r"rnti1 1955" A nunber'of relics frou the old.
vrorks havelbeen preseflred. and. are now housed in a srna11 museun
o:r the ed.ge of the l"rorks at frostre in l",ihat was. formerly
farmhousel in.'use imtil the gonst1rction of the works ,Ln 1947"
Part of tli.e bui ld.ing is now iurnished in trad.itionaL lfelsh
fa"*fro""*--"tyf 

", 
md serses as a reeeption suite for inportant

visitors to frostre, ruhile the remainde::; tt+o rooms, houses the
museuu. Ono of th"e rooms is furnished. as an office miglit
have appeared, in about 1900, and. contains many d-ocument's of
histor:li interest to the trad-e. 'In the other'roou the eentre
piece is a.working mod"eI of a hotpack rolling piL1".- Also.orl ''.
d.isplay are a nr:.m6er of smalL exh'lbj-ts, such as-tools;- qquipuent
a:ra pir6tographs" A1'l- the ltems have been catalogued by the
Natibnaf ftuserui of l^laIes, Besides the lnd.oor collection there
are a number of pieces'of hand milL machinexy in the grounds,
al-I taken from tire oId. tjrrpLate works which [rostre has



3eplaced." The ouselrs d-oes nct pursue a poL::-c;, r.rf actively
seeking further uaterial, but is a.1r;ays happy to receive
items which people may rrrish to present .to them"

llhe muser.rm is not open to tire public, but if sufficient
members of the Society are interested- it should be possible
to amange a visit. i;y itself the museum is not big enough
for a visit to it to occupy an er:tire afte:n:oon, but taken-
nith other sites i-n the l,lanelli d"istrict sucir as .the
Kid.t,re11y finplate 'v/orks -- it r^r<;uId. make an j-:ateresting
excursion"

fhe iiditor woulcl like to tha:rk Mr" 1,I. Francis, IIead- of the
C]uality Control Depa:'tment at [rostre, f or the info:ruation on
',rl:ich this .account c:1 the ilruseum,is based".

lrTarrot^r boat. r-escue. Hu furtirer developnents have occurred
inffie a narrovr boat frcm the };feath 0anal at
llonna, reported in our last issue" The prganiser c,f the
sclleme, ltr" R-G. Keen of th'e National Museurar 6ays that they
are still v,rait-ing for suitatrle accomnod"ation'tc Le mad-e avail-
al,:le on the site of tl:e new Industri-al ancl, l{aritime l{useum at
Card.iff" IIe has inspecteci the boat again recently and can find.
11o traces of any further deterioration.

Ior tire benefit of ar.)rone irrhc.r vrants to see the boat in situ.
before its removal, the l,ray to reach it is as follows:-TdTdw
the 446) road out of Neath as far: as A'berciulais; turn right
onto the ts4414 to 'Toru:a. Tlte road passes unc-l.er the raihvay,
makes a"sharp left turn, and. shortly.after that c:rosses the
Neath Canal" The. boat lies a little r,ra;r dovn: the canal from
here" As well as the boat on the lleath Canal there are also
remains of otl:rer boats on tjre Temant Canal n,;t far avlay,
altlroup;h these are nor,.r in po-'r c,-:r:.ititi;n" [ire ]+414 ciosses
the [errnant Canal jus-b "before coming tc the railway bri.clge
mei:tioned. ablve, anCL the boats are a Iittle liay up the canal
f,"i-',m har.o*L',ru llvi v

KfctUg$y--Ti.q1-r-1-q$e l,i-1::.r<s" llhe last fet,r m:::.tl::s have seen quite
---+a Ir;t happening as rega.r:d.s the derelict tinpla"be wor.lcs just

lutside Kid-',r-el1):' l.rhicil ]rave been clr:sec'r siirce 19+1" It had. at
i)rre time bee'r. hoped. that Ca:rnarthens]:ire C ,u,rt;, Council r.,rr:ulcl.

acquire the wo:cks and u-se tl:.erc for an inclus'i;:ri-aL muse!.m, but in
Ju:re it Lras &ilLloulrced that t;re County Plair:rin.; Committe6 had.
d"ecj-Ced- against tiris: the buildings and eqr-ripment, they said",
i.:€l€ not ur:.ique in themselves, nor \.,rere the; the scene of any
si;nificant e1tis,-',cls i:: netalltrrgical 11lsf,r;r/" fn any case ti:e
price (f12OrOOO) lras mcre than they felt t,re;, cr;uld. afford, and
i'b r,.roulcL be too e>rye:asive ti-, refurbisir the'nrorks after purchase"
Il,;llotting this, the oirners, J" {', P, Lamitt Ltd", revealed in
-r.u3;ust that the;" i:aci i:ad. an offer b), an Anericair industrialist'bl buy the. r,,l}ing uil1s a;rd transport then -b,; Pittsburgh: and
eince it vras costing Zarnj-tts fl1or0OO p"a" to lraintain the si-te,
tiley l.rere 4atural,l;" highly interested in the offer, This
b:roug;ht a :speed"y response from the Yice--Chai:man of the
Ce.r-urarthensiriro Antiquarian Sr:ciety, Mr" H "Ii" I{,: rris, and. from
t,,ur Chaiman, l{r, R"C" 11, bertsr rrho both su;;gested the fomaticn
oI a 1oca1 consortium to preseive the r+orksl
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EVents that have takea plaoe since,then are d.escribed" as
fo11owsbyHr.itorris:,''[heCar"uarbhenshireAntigu.qrian
Soeiety has taken up the -cause and we convened. a meeting at,
the works on September'7th, inviting the organisations. listed . ,

below to, send'representatives. Some ]O people turned. up and '

mad.e an inspection" [he various items of machinelTr and" the
processes.we-re explained by former worlmen, Douglas-Hague, and
nyself" Afterward.s we held. an inf-orma1 ueeting at the :

Gwenllian Court ad.joining" I set out to e4pIai-n the purpose ,

of the ueeting and to initiate discussion" There was geaeral
agreeuent that the price asked., 9.12A.0OO, and the subsequent
maintenance, would. be prohi.bitive but that the fixed. plant.and
machinery ought to be rescued. and. transported. to another site"
[he outsta-nd.ing itens are the two Fod.en vertical en6ines, the
stand.ard.s for the ro11s and the rolls themselves. It was
consid.ered" that they could be used. to re-ereate the working of
a ni}l" l,Ie put forward. the suggesti.on that it mi-gfrt be
incorporated. j-n a new j::dustrial lruseum sited. in SouthrEast
Camartheashire. The area was important and. sign:ificant
enough to d.eserrre such a lrtlseum. fhis was well received aad.
it was consid-ered. that the new LocaL authority, the llanelLi
Dis'briet, when it came into existence in 19?+, might und.ertake
such a ser/ice " ITo further word. seeos to have come from
Ame:rica, nor has there been any offer from potential buyers"r'

Organisations at the meeting of September 7
I
llane11i Boro.ugh Council
Burry Port'Urlan District Council
The barnegie Tmst
[he leverhulme [nrst
The National Huseum of \rJales ''
J" and" P" Zanitt ltd-"
[he County ]iuseum, Carmarthen
The British Steel Corporation
The Council for British Archaeology
lhe Department of the ftryissnment, Inspectorate of Ancient

I'lonunents
Royal Commission on Ancient Montrments in Wales and

Monnouthshire
The Peubrokeshire Industrial Archaeology Group
University College, Si,vansea
[he South-West !,ttales fndustrial Arehaeolog'y Society
[he Civie [nrst
Transport and. GeneraL Workers' Union ' '

Kid.welly Borough Cor;ncil
N"B. ilr" Itomis will be speaking to the Society on Kidwelly
finplate Works on December 14.

[e1sh Miners' ]tuseu.m: Amgued.d.fa Gloqrr C;54nrrr. At a press
co r transfo:ming
the-aband.oned- colIiery at Glynoerrrdg into a mini,ng museum. :'

BBC Wales broad.cast a:r iten on the scheme in. 'Good" Morni:tg Wales !

thg.f_o1Lowi.16 d.ay_-aal t}* JrJgsterB Mail._Ir*d a l_opg tllustiated
articLe'on it" $ost of ouF readers will probably have seen
the artiele, though if not the ed.itor of the Newsletter can
supply a copyo Since then further progress has beeR uad.e.
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Mr" David. lJalters u Sec::e'bary of the Wel-sh i"Iiners' Museu.m
Committee, 

" 
writes'as follgivs: ttAfter our press conf,erence r{e

received. a Safety Report on the slte" As a result we revised.
our plans: 6.nd. on the' face of things our revised. plan seems to
be more f"easibLe, than the origina] .one, inasmuch as that in the
old. p1"an we would. haye used. the building which sumounded, the
pit-head to house galleries, and vrorkings which would. have
complicated. d.esign wo.rk and.,,heatlng and ventilating" problems"
But our new ,approach woul-d-'house. the galleries apcl workings in
a custom mad.e build.ing'situated. just below the surface of the
gru,r=J. We have submitted- these.plans to the N"C"B" and. are
awa-;ing a decision oA the availability of the siteo

.,'o ilave sought sripporb f,rr our project from varj-ous quarters
s1^,:'l'. as the Corurty Plaaning D,epartment, The \,Iel-sh Museun, the
Wa] :o [ourist Board, the Prince'of Wales Cornmittee, the Minister
ol', :.:e Enviror:ment, and the !ile'lsh Office, and- are awaiting replies"

,, , held a public meeti-ng on Thursday, 28th September at the
lc,r:,,", Worlmer:'s Ha11, when members of the press were present"
We .J,rganised. a smalI exhibition which was manned by a working
pr,-'-"i,y from University Co11ege, Swansea, the Welsh Huseum and.
the, .iocaI Histori-ca1 Society" On the same day we met the
Ha:,agement Committee of the Corunr.rnily Development Project and
corrvinced them of our intentj-ons. As a result the Projects
Hanagement Conmittee have und.ertaken to organise and. finance a
fea,,Lbility study of the museum:project."

lcqghqr !.rnc Works, fhe chaj-rman, ]1r" R"O" Roberts, has
as-s;ffiormation about the Loughor Zinc Works which
was operated. for brief perir:d.s in the early nineteenth centurlr"
[he :rrins (SS ,71959) appear to be a rare survi.val of the
English llethod. of produclng the metal by Downward. distillation"
An;' knowledge of relevant early d-ocuments would be welconed"

IA ]N IHE SWA}TSEA ABEA

[he ini-tiative for action in studying t]re industrial archaeology
of Svransea ca,me from a few interested persons withi:r the University
College of Swansea, which 1eC" to a public lecture by Mr" Rex \olailes
in June 1961, Following tlr.i-s lecture an Inoustrial Archaeology
Group was set up to cover the Sr,^ransea"'arear'. the rest of South
West lilales coming within the province of the Port [a]-bot
Historical Societyo the Neath Antiquarian Scciety and the
Camarthenshire Antiquarian Society 

"

The main aims of the group were to compile a detailed directory
of IA sj-tes in the Slransea area and. to compile record card.s for
the Nati.onal Record of Industrial Monuments" Ilr. K"J. Hilton
was Secret?r-:y of the Group" , Between Seltembeq 196V",9ad. Y"y 1gA>
seven Braup.meetings were he1d, and. over 60 card,s completed, along
with a directorf'of sitee. . Special- mention should be made of
the consi0erable work d-one by Mr" Bernard. Morris in the preparation
of these caids: &[ accoirnt :oir""which appears elser^,'here'in thj-s
nerrsletter"

tr'ield. excursions were"hel-d. irr the sunmers of 196t+ arrd' 19611
and. various speakers gave public lectures. In October 1964
the Group contributed. to a ccnference on fA in 'r'iaIes, held in
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Cardiff" At this conference the South East Wales Industrial
Archaeol-ogy Society was formed" Exeursions and- lectures
were regard.ed. as subsi.d_iary to the uain purpose of the Group,
i,e" the,directory of sites and. the recoid. -card.s, and. when -

these were completed. in May 1965 the Group ceased. to operate,
althongh excursion^s were held- in the following sunmer"

Du-r:ing the winter of 1965-1966 the Erbra-Hura1 Dep,a,rtment
ran a series of sj.x lectures on fA with speakers from other
par:tr: of the country, which was attend.ed. bV' 51 people, and
coi'ri'-:'i.-buted. the first forrnal course in Walqs" In May and.
Jti,.r.; 1959 tne W"E"A" organised. stud.y tours on Iocal history
ari.a:.l ri Ied. by Mr" R.0" Roberts. [he subject was also covered.
ini 'iental1y in Extra-Mural Deparbuent courses on local- history"

P"C. Coggins

c "B"n " ISDEIIRIAI_ARCIIAEOIOGY REC.OB!_ gA.RlS

i:.t ;onty-four C.B.A. report card.s'arld a miscellaneous group of
pi -: -,graphs have been received from the chaiman (ylr" Bernaid-
Horrrs) of the. foruerly eonstituted society" They cover a
vrude range of'moanurents whj-ch may eonvenienttr-y be irumnarized.
und.cr the fo]lowing head"s: bollards (2), brickworks (5),
briclges_(0), caaals (1), coal mines (r)r-d.ri.:rking fountains (f),
forges (B), furnaces (1), grist mi1Is (12), industrial housing
(1), -.ime kilns (4), lighthouses (2), malt houses (2),
mj-;estones (1), pound.s (r), slate quamies (r), spelter works (r),
textile mills (5), tinplate v,iorks (1), tramroad-s (B), ware-
ho',ses (2) 

"

ilost of the card"s record- industri-a1 monuments in the area
c()'rered by the old. lord.ships ol Gor,ver and Kilvey but five card.s
rc.l'.rte to monuments in Caruarthenshire and. four to monr.rments in
Pembrokeshire" [here is a noticeable absence of card.s for the
importa:rt industrial- areas of Neath and. Port Talbot " many
monr:nents of importarrce in the industrial history of the area
had. disappeared. before the original society was operating -
the record. cards were conpiled. between 1961 and. '1966 - and. since
then a number of monuments record.ed. on the sard.s have been
d-emolished-" It wil). be among the tasks of the newly-constituted"
society to up-d.ate existing reeefd.:qafds, to trace card.s not
represented. in the present colLection and to extend the eoverage
to monuments not covered- bJ, the 1961-66 survey" It is hoped.
that a list of the record.ed. monuments will be circulated to
members as soon as possible" 

F.G. cowley

IITERAIIIRE

Shortly.after our last issue a rrew PeLica:r book on IA was
published : INDUSTRIAI ARCHAEOIOGY; by R "A . Bushanar."
(Harmond-swbrth, Penguj-n Books, 1972" 6Op") ln over 4O0 pages
the read.er is introduced" to all aspects of the subject"
Hachinery ahd. technlcal processes are d-escribed. lu6idly so tha,r,'
even.the l-east mechanically uind,ed. can und.erstand. their basic
principles" A good. nuuber of interesting photographs are
included., and. 1j.ne il.lu.strations j-n the text hel.p to clarify
various points" Not the least usefuL feature is the'Iast
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section of the book, which contains a short d.eseription of
in1"1-;;.-.-,i,r:i-al moni:ments in d.iffereat parts of the United Kingd.om,
wi-bir .',rc.ps to show th.eir locations" [h:is is an.infornation-
packerl i:ook at a moclest price that can. be warmly recommended"

1,., liorgan Rcr'': ]r.as recontly had. a series of articles on fA
i:." ;.;,:,,-ith Wales published. in the Welsh-language journal
'y' 'l ryddonyd.d.' ([he Scientist)" Ohe title of the series as
a--i,i il..1ffiEgr^red-,1au ar arcb.aeoleg diwyCiannolf . Part 1
(.,r,"; "!, pt"2r pp,' 126-112) is calLed. 'Y cam cyntaf ' ([he
f:, :; step); and pa::tg 2 &, 7 (vo1,9, pt"4, pp" 186-192;
.;.,-lOr pt"1r pp"76-42) are 'Gwalth al1anol' (tr'ield.work)"
,l.r.':'. :13 he discusses i-nclud.e the Lliw Forge at Penllergaer,
iJ,-:.'.:-:r Abbey lronworks, and. Wenallt Forge in the Neath Va11ey"

r'..'l more specific topics in our area, the follovring itens
h:.. : appeared. recently:

EARIIEST PASSEI{GER CAERY]NG RA]I,!{AY VtrIICLE" A NOTE;
b,i 'i.E"S. Phillips" ([ransport Hi'stor:y, vo1"], pt"2, 1972,
-:'',-" "i ':?-4, 21? "):',r... "1':?-4, 21?") In @ library the,author
ilouui a sketch of a camiage on the }Iumbles Railway d.ated. 1809 -
earlier than any other knourn illustration - and. quite
different frora the vehicles in the -we11-known later illustrations"

IHE ROMAN GOID MINES Af DOLAUCOTHI; by G.D"B" Jones and.
P"Ro lewis. (Camarthen County flluser]tm , \9?2" 2Op.)
.ievised ed-ition of a vrork that first appeared. in 1)11,
Jescribing the eite'at hmsaint on the A4B2 between L,lanwrd"a
,rnd- Lanpeier. T-,arge-sca1e maps uake this pampLlet a useful
g;uid.e to the main surriving features of tiris early industrial,
site, and" enable one to fjJld oire' s way about with greater
i;"nd.erstand.ing"

-{'IDUSIRIAI ARC]IAEOLOGY: A STUDY 0F SOME B-hf,{AINS oF PASI
ivix\ ING ACIIVIIY ffd THE UPPER TAi^IE AND IIrIRCH VAIIEYS ; by
W"G. .Thouas" (Brychei-niog, vo1"14, 197Or pp "67-78")Ausefu1d'escriFm1iingarorina.cwrirt.wrcrr.anaistradgyn1ais,
together with a-list of sites-worth visiting. Includes ibne
intere sting photographs o

[he Port [albot Historical Society have recently published. the
latest vol-rime of their Transaetions (vol"II. pt.2") fne
qua"i.itryof.theproductioffi-E6-theusuaihighbtandard,an4
am(,i19 the interesti-ng arti-c1es the one of most d.irect relevance
to the IA of the area is 11"R" John's TIIE IINP].ATE IIIDUSTRY IN
?0R[ IALBOT" In addition there is the usual selection of old.
photographs of Margam and. Aberafan"

Fi:ra11y our congratulations to one of our members, DI. Susan
Frank, whose book A HISTORY OF-GLASSHAKING (Henley-on-[haues,
Foulis, 1972" S4-5O) writtgn in conjunction with Professor
R"W" Douglas of Sheffield., has just been publlshed.. The
auth.rrs trace the history of glass from its earliest begin-
nings some VSAO years ago to the present dayr. d.j-scussing both
the technological and. jndustrial aspects of the subject"

P"RoR'

P.R. Beynold.s, Uaivelsi$ CoILege
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