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The programe of meetings lieid in essec1et10n'w1i:ﬁh the _ecére—mi'el
Department of . the University College starts agam in October. The
meetlngs ap to Christmas. are as follows. :

Thursday, October 18th "The coal-mmmg mdustry of. south—west
Wales"' by W Gerwyn. ’Ihorms - S : ‘

Dr, Thomas , @ native of Anmanford is a graduate of Cardlff Umversxty
College and took his doctor's degree at Birmingham University. He, is

at present Assistant Keeper in the Department of: :Industry at the Naticnal
Museun of Wales,. His previous posts. have been Assistant Collleryl Manager
with the NCB and Senior Lecturer at Birmingham University., He is a.-.

~fellow of the. Institute, of Mining Engineers. ahd has published. artlcles
'cn coal-mining in Glamorgan Historian,. vol. vi (1969) and in. Amgueddfa

(1969) and his book on the history of coal mining in South Wales is .
shortly to be puhllshed by the National Museum. -

- Thursday Novenber, 15th. . ".Brunel and .the ra_llgeray that_ never.wes";
by Roger Worsley. e S S ' \

Mr, Worsley, who 11ves in Pembrokes‘ure, spec1allses in sc1ent1f1c: and
archeological photography, and has taken part in 1A pro ects. He
made the material at the Dinorwic Slate Quarry exhibiticn for the
National Museum, and the film Coalface 1900 now touring Britain, The
railway he will talk about, is one plamned, but never built, across
West Wales to Milford Haven. He will use: tane-recerdmgs, sllées

and. large-scale maps to illustrate his lecture. TS

Thursday December ZOth "The early 1ron mdustry in, south«-west
- Wales''; byM C. Se Evans AR . , :

Mr, Evans, a graduate of the L'mversny ef Wales ’ 1s a schoo]master at
Lampeter. He'is.a member .of this society, and also an active metiber of
the Carmarthenshire Antiquarian Society.. He is;at present Hon.: Treasurer
of that society, and was ‘Hon. ,Secretary: from 1968 to 1972, and Berves: ;
on a mmber of . the society's sub-committees.' - He has pubhshedr Several

.articles.on the history. of; Carmarthen and the Carmarthenshire' ivon

1ndustry in’ Camrthenshue Antiquary and. Carmarthenshire Historian, .
His latest work,: 'I. ndustry.at Llechryd' is to be published, .
in the collectlen Camarthenshlre Studles due For publlcatmn in 1974

All these meetmgs are to be held in’ the Royal Inst1tut10n at

7 p.m. The usual circulars will be sent-out in due.course. .The Society
would like to put on vecord,its appreciation of the work done by

Mr. G. Ev Lew1s of the Extra—MJral Department 1n arrangmg these 1ectures."
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., RECENT ACTIVITIES

During the summer two field days were held. On Jume-30th, 11
members assembled outside the Ynysmudw Arms near, Pontardawe and
proceeded to visit the site of the’ Ynysmeudw; Ppottery under’ the
leadership of Mr. Derek Harper. Mr. Harper's notes are renrmted
elsewhere in this Newletter. Fragments of. Ynysmeudwy- brick and’
pottery wére found, but the most obvious remains is'the derelict
shell of the Bryn Tmplate Works which occupied the site after
..the. closure.of the. pottery. .The.party. then walked a little.way
down the Swansea Canal to inspect the dried-up course of a short
branch canal, the wharves by the River Tawe from where it started
and the abutments of a tramroad bridge over.the river from collier-
_des at Cwn-Nan‘r—Llwyd and Iﬂlaun-y-Coed.( e

The second field' day was held on July 281:h when 16 members
and friends visited Kidwelly Tinplate' Works and were conducted’ rotmd
the extensive remains by Mr W.H.Morris. It was evident that the
owners, Messrs Zammit'of Llanelli, had recently ‘carried out reealrs
to the roof to give some measure of protection. to the wealth of
machinery and equipment still to be found in the works. After tea
at the nearby Gwenllian Court Hotel the party proceeded. by car to
a spot near Pembrey ' £rom where it is’ p0551b1e to see- four abandoned
: canals, viz. Kymer's Canal ‘the Earl of Ashburnham* s Canal; the
Pembrey Cahal and the’ K:deelly & Llanelli Canal (later the Burry ”
Port & Gwendraeth Valley Railway and still’in use as a‘railway: its-
origin‘as”a candl is betrayed by ‘the waterlogged condition: that the -
track: often acquires.)  Mr. Morris. pointed out. ‘these ‘canals’an
spoke brrefly on their: hlstory a short walk was’ then taken along
the heavﬂy overgrown banks of the Ashburnham Canal.’

"'On both ‘thesé' occasions we were fortunate in havmg excellent
weather. We are most grateful to our two leaders, MassTs' Harpet

and Morris, whose guidance contrlbuted greatly to the success of
these two f1e1d days.lf‘~

NEWS I'f'EMS e

Scott 5 Plt Llansamlet. The Anc1ent }hnmnents Board for Wales :
published thelr annual report for ‘1972 ‘oh July 16 last. The sdppendix’
to the report lists 32 mommen-s which the Board recommends the
Welsh Office to' schedule for' presérvation,- and one of these is
Scott's Pit Engine House (map ref. 5SS 697983) ,-one-of -the few surviving
beam englne houses on the Corn1sh pattem 1n South Wales.

The hlstory ef the plt is not well docmnented and there 48+ room-
for* dlffer:mg views, but in outline it‘would seem to betas follows.

- It was sunk in 1770 b)r a Captain’John Scott, but becausé of drairiage
difficulties work was abandoned befgte ‘the’ p1t hecamé opetrational.
At some later stage; perhaps An: the 18101s - the Cernlsh puip ‘and. wmdmg

engine were, installed: nage d] tilties and™
enabling'ith " kod', . Scott): t. to. Charles Smith’ of
Gwernliwynchwyth in’ 1819 10 workéd' th oot Seam until 18381

has been suggested - and probably rlghtly that there were two John
Scotts, the. first who. sank the pit,’ the ‘secohd who' installed ‘the beam

~ engine and 'sold’'the pit’to™Smithy: Little 1nformat10n hds'been preserved
about ‘either: of’ them:® the elder is Kiiown: ‘o have builta ‘trairoad: from
. Llansamlet: to:.FoxtioYe; and'the: younger ke many' other capitalists T
who developed the coalfield, lived in London.




&

h

E-gf

it

':i'“. -3 -

He tooki out a lease .from Smith in;1816 to work. the coal under Grern=-
1lwynchwyth and traded as' Scott & Co,.and as the 0ld Church Colliery
Co. Perhaps it is to- this period that the Cornish engine should be.
dated. - The company's finances never seem to-have been sound,.due -
no dotibt to the geological difficulties in-the-ared. .. . ., ~..'

H;M-So Wﬂrri@r. RRRE P G g,.W‘":'"i' S .

. ‘Britain®s first ironclad battleship, launched. at Blackwall in
1860, ‘now lies derelict at Pembroke Dock as, an Admiralty jetty. = .
She was designed not so much as a ship, but rather as.a floating' =
battery carrying 40 of the heaviest guns available at the-time, .
and represents a major breakthrough in naval-design, Coal-fired
boilers gave her a speed of 14 knots. For most of her active
service she formed part of the Channcl Fleet guatding Britain's
southern shores. Although the cost has been estimated at £1} - Z
million, it is the hope of the Swansea and West Wales branch of .
_the World Ship Society to arouse sufficient interest to preserve
H.M.S. Warrior and to convert her into a maritime museum like

'Cutty Sark' at, Greemwich. The secretary of the branch, and a leading
leading figure in the fight to preserve the’ship, is .a Swansea man™
Mr. Gareth Mills. =~~~ T T e ot aE
Membérs who £ind themselves in thé Newport area might-be . .
interested to visit Oxford House at Risca'where the local TA
society have assembled a collection of six 19th cCentury trams
formely in use in quatrries, collieriés and ‘tirplate works.
They have all been rescued from the various ‘places where they . -
were discovered, and the society has often had to act fast in
order to savé-newly found trams from scrap yards dealgrs.’ They .
are also trying to collect lengths of rail of a suitable type

on which to exhibit the trams,: - :

Another early 19th century. tram 'on display is in the Entrance
Hall of the National Museum &t Cardiff. This was found, with its
' load of coal intact, in a cayéd-in working at Blaing which was
recently re~-discovered. Also found were the rails (of the tramplate
variety, with the flanges on the rails, 7ot on the wheels) and 2

length has been preserved on which the trafi‘is mounted.

' COPPER AND LEAD WORKS IN PENCLAWDD. '

It is sad to find that a very handsome stone tablet set in the
westernwall of an-old industrial.building known as. the Archyays.at
Pendlawdd (SS 54639585) is now’ completely. covered by thick ivy.. - The .
. iniséription on the stone:was - and , it may be hoped, stillis'= =

'LPC Co. Rebuilt 1848'. This:stone plaque was attractively designed
. - with shell -and -leaf motifs at its cormers, and the name 'Evan John ',
Agent' in small letters-at the bottom. '7The initials stood for . .
'Lowe's Patent Copper Co.' Evan John was presumably the person of =~
that namé . who managed ‘the Broad.Oak Colliery, Casllwchwr ,(Loughor)
in 1833 -4, who around the.same, time appezrs.to have been. involved .

in-the Loughor Zinc Works, and alsoc. in:a-small zinc smelter at

Llansamlet in /1835 =-40:: Incorporated in.an inner wall of the =
building at' Penclawdd.was. - and, presumably, still is - a.long, stone,
. bearing ‘the word 'Officet, .-The building .fairly.recently has been,
‘cleared-dnd roofed. .and a wooden 'door has. been .placed in the wide . =

arched idoorway of the. western ivy-clad wall, - .The;writer Ii@ﬂimﬁat’élﬁ
has four photographs of, the.building and the inscribed:stones as they
were in the middle 1960's, Copies have been kindly made by Mr, H. =
Holloway for the Society's archives.
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" It is interesting to tfy to relate the position of the building
bearing ‘the inscription to a photograph of Penclawdd said to be dated
circa 1900 (copies of which-Were being sold.-a few years ago by .
Mr. W. S, Francis, The Pharmacy, Penclawdd). .'The:photograph shows a
group of buildings and stacks of works: (for tinplate manpufacture) in
the area of the present cockle - processing plant : some Yemains of
this establishement still stand, with corner - blocks of ;solidified
slag. Also shown is a group of industrial buildings (with one very
tall stack) - those of the lead and silver works - “ifiland from:the
other site. A row of housés - reputedly 'barracks' for the metal..,
workers - stood"beﬁvegn "thé"flgad and s::nlverfw%%;ksiaztxd ;hlg gaé%xéf%y

. o S nmildingss 4 ate ninet
x]:'Pﬁ u%nydlggg%g%kguell%el%;sbe ;-sggg §?’%§¥§s°of bgmﬁa, : ,wa_llg_pn the
site : these may also partly be the remains of earlier copper works,
The building with the inscribed stones which belonged to Lowe's =
Copper Co. is on:the-north - western edge of the area of ‘the later
lead works. : o oo LT T K '

" In the Herald: of Wales of 21 January 1922, thete was a reproduction
{for a copy of which I am indebted to Br. F. C, Cowley) of a pencil

sketch entitled 'The ruined lead and steel works, Pénclawdd', = The
sketch, in fact, seems mainly to depict the' tinplate works. Maps
kindly made available by Mr. Bernard Morris and Mr, ¥,  Idris Roberts
show that the four-mill tinplate works of the Gower Iron & Tinplate

Co. Ltd. around 1890 - dismantled in 1897 ( c.f. E.H.Brooks, Chrohology,
p. 148): was located at the eastern end of the lead works area at

about SS 5475983, being the site of the presént timber yard.”

The chronology of thenon—ferrous metal smelting works at =
Penclawdd -is-as follcws: R S

METAL(S) PRODUCED. Lo CDATES

Copper ‘Stanley Co. . . © 21788 - 1792

Copper (? and lead) Cheadle Brasswire Co. ‘1792 - 1800

Copper and lead: . . Cheadle Brasswire Co. .., 1800 -  181F
: , o ~-and John Vivian. . =

Copper . Lowe, Fumt and Co. " = 1848 - 1852 (7 - 1858)
. , (alias Lowe's Patent o
- : _.Copper €o.) = S

Copper . .Penclaidd.Copper Co. 1864 -~ 1868

Lead and silver Stock and Co. ca 1870 ° |

Lead and silver Gooedhart and Co.. | (71878) - 1880 - 1884 - ?

‘On the story of the garliest ‘(pre - 1792) intended and actual
smelting enterprises at Periclawdd see the journal Gower, vol ‘5 .¢1952),
13 ~ 14 and volume 14 (1961), 35 - 43; cf. also Gower, volume 10 (1957),
35, 37, Mr. Robert Toomey, 4 'research student is the Economic History
f the University College of Swansea, has recently investigated

Department of the U ‘ :
John Vivian's involvement in the Penclawdd works.

. Very little attention seems to haVe béen given to- the history-of the
Penclawdd smelting works 6f the mid and late nineteenth century: There
is a plan of ‘the copper works:dated droind 1840 in’the Glamorgan Record
office (D/DP8 - Penrice 'Estate Maps). On 7 January, 1850, Evan John as
manager ‘of the copper works gave a“dimnér to'about’100 workmen i- Some

probably engaged in codliining and othey occupations . Charles Low was
cashiér and manager *6f ithe copper works' in 1851 and he was:also.a partner
in'the Bishopston Silved and Lead Miriing'Co. (Bank of England Letter

Book I1I, Swansea to London, 28 January 1851).
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(Interesting statements about the industrial history of Penclawdd in
the late nineteenth centruy may be found in a letter in the South
Wales Evening Post, 7 July 1947 and earlier correspondence  in

ower,,  volume 17 (1966), 47. - 49 -and.in ¥, E, Minchinton, ‘The British
Tinplate: Industry” (Oxford, 1957}, pp 57, 75, 110, 113, 1178y o v

3

Documentary and: published evidence atiout the non=ferrots metal. works,
however, appear to-be sparse; but.they may be enough to challenge "
some local historian. The visible remfins, as already indicated, have
largely disappeared; and it is therefore especially to be hoped: that
the plaque is-still in a state that, would. justify an- attesmpt o) secure
its preservations. . - - .., . R S
S e e e ‘ - RJO.Robérts.

" BRIEF NOTES ON THE YNYSVEUDWY. POTIERY. . « . -
' he pottery wis, situited at Ynysmeuduy on a site. betyeen the:.
Swansea Canal and the River Tawe which later became the: Bryn Tinplate
Works., It was in operation for only about 30 years From 1844 to 1870+,

' 1gs4 - i8St  William & Cherles Williams, . ..o
- Manufacturers of ifire-brick;

house brick, tiles, terra cotta .
~ and chimney pots.

1854 - 1860 William Williams: oo
) ** . Domestic -earthemwares,:. .. il
' bricks, tiles) etc. 0 i

1860 - 1870  G. Lewis & Morgan, < - i
' Earthemware; bricks, tiles etc.

1870 - . W.T.Holland
S _Bri_ck:s,‘_‘:_t_i‘l-’e_sf etc.

. .. The factory's output during the years: between: 1854 & 186C, when
the good quality earthenware was produced, consisted mainly.-of transfer
printed.tea, dinner services, toilet sets, etc. Sere -hand . painted
ware consisted of simple flowéer and leaf decorvation was also -produced.

The transfer patterns iawwn to have been used were the popular
wWillow pattern, R, Woodbine, Almmbra, Alma, Livinium,. Criental Birds,
Abbey an® Bastern. Chil'ren's plates with Red.Riding Hocd scenes,
Hunting and Riral scenes were also produced.’ ’

Xitchen ware such as stew pans, casseroles, basins, jugs etc.,
decorated with coloured slip bands; vases and jugs of moulded design
containing figures of people, flrwers and fruity miblic house beér. mugs
£ } pint, 1 pint ani quart $izes decated .with ccloured slip bands® ™

and . the tree-like Mocha design aré also known. to-have been made, but

as yet no conpleteexample -of ‘these wares have been found. . .

When the production of the fine earthemware ceased some of the
copper plates and other machinery were sold to the South Wales Pottery
at Llanelli, who continued to produce pottery until the 1920's, It
has recently been established that the Cambrian Pottery (D.J. Evans
& Co.) also purchased at least one set of copper plates i.e., the
Woodbire pattern.

D. G. Harper.
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1 ARCHABOLOGY OF THE, TNDUSTRIAL ‘REVOLITION:: by Biiaiii Barcegitdle

£

and ‘others: - (London, Heinmann, 1973. £6.50,) - The' great: strength;

of this book lies in the large
-informative captions. The old

-course -{e.g. The .Iron Bridge,

‘number of 'good photographs with.
favourites make new: appearances. of
elford's Holyhead: Road -and Ats:

.. bridges, Pont Cysyllte aqueduct and others) but most:of the

vhotographs are of sites that Have no

t- Been ‘over-exposed, or-are .

.at least : new angles on better-krown remains. The tenchapters
of text are each the work of a distinguished author who is 2

specialist in his particular subject,

but it is unfortunate that

restrictions of space allow only a very brief account to be given

of a few selected topics. For instance, the coal, gas and oil
industries are all treated in 17 pages of which 7 are jllustrations
with their sccompanying. captions. .The non~ferrous smelting industries

or the tinplate trade, so important-in-the Swansea tegion, are not
described at all. South Wales is mot well represented: the only
sites, ifentioned are the Penydarren Tramroad, (2 plates and captioms
2 tiemrogd bridge at Aberddre —.i(illustratidn: and caption), and 2
+ ' grift mine ‘at Ystalyfera (2 plates, and caption), At £6.50 this™ "

must be a be a book to be bought only by the most’ affluent or -
enthusiastic; butvanyone can-order it through their 1ocal library,

and despite its shortcomings will £ind it well worth their trouble

to do so.

i

1

BROAD GAUGE ON THE SWANSEA VALE RAILWAY; by J.B. Sends (Jnl. of

This article traces:-

the Railway and Canal Historieal Society,

19, 2, 1973, pp. 29-26.)

& involved history of early schemes to build

a railway up the Swansea Valley. and .describes relations between

the Swansea Vale Railway and the South Wales Railway in the 1850's
The story is taken up to:1874 when the SVR was leased to the Midland

Railway. A usefuli contributipn to.the story of one of our local
railways whose full history has yet to be written.

In the first issue-of this: newsl

etter (June 1972) we referred

to Dr. Arthur Raistrick's INDUSTRIAL ARCHAECLOGY: AN HISTORICAL
SURVEY, a useful: introduction to the.subject. Originally published

~ hdrdbournd ‘at £5.50, it is new to be re-issuéd by Granada ‘Publishing
- [tdi 'as a’paperback:in Novesmber of this year at 75p, a price which
should put it within-the reach of most members of :thisjf?qg_;'qgt}f'.'

e

sy

i pablished for the South West Wales JndlIStnalArchaelogy Socie

. .P.R.R.

ty
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by P. R. Reynolds, The Library, University College, of ‘Swansea, SAZ 8PP.
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