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AMNULT, G WBal VEETING

The Socisty's Annual General Meeting will be held in the Wo,“l Inatituticn
of South Wales, Swans2a, at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday March 20th. The usual ousiness
will be transacted, following which Mr A.J,.Y.Richards, one of our msmbers,
will show a selection of slides on tramroads in South Jales &nd talk briefly
on the subject.

Please note thei in order to save postage this is the only notice tnat wili ue
given. Copies of the agenda are enclosed with this Newsletter. Members chwuld
send nominations for the various officers.and committee posts %o the Hom.sseretiil,

Mr W.I.Roberts, 2 Cloucester Place, Mumtles, Swansea, to reach nim by March 1o,

Members are alsh requested to give the Secrstary notice of any matters ther oony
wish to raise under the final item on the agenda by that date also,

SUB3CHIPTIONS

A numhor of memters have aslready peid their subs,for 1975, and te them we say
an appreciative Thankyou. Other member: are reminded that subseripltions are Aow
due and should be sent Lo the Hon.lrsesurer. wus rates sre ztill £1-00 p.a.for

-standard mesbership, and 50p p.a. for full-time students and seanior thlaena.

A form is enclosed which you may care to use.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Thursday 20 March., AGM - see first paragraph alove.

Thursday 17 April. Mr Geraint Jenkins (elsh Folk Hugeun):
' "The fisfing industry of south and west Jales"

Both the above meetings will be held in the Royal Institution and will stert ot
7.00 p.m,

Friday 16 and

Saturday 17 May. Hr Bernard Morris (Assistont City Estate Agent, Swansca

City Council):
"Industrial housing in Swansea and district”.

This will be the usual Spring 2-day event. lr Lorris will lectura on the Friday
evening and Saturdey morning, and on the Saturday afternocn a visit Will bhe made
by coach to some interesting examples of industrial housing in the Swanson area.
Further details will be sent out in due course when the arrangements have heen
finalis=d,




FUTURE COURSES AND COWFERENCES N

Harlech, Ve are sending out with this Newsletter the Summer School programme
of Coleg Harlech, mainly for the sake of the I4 interest in the "North Fales
Scene" course during August.

JWorcester. The 6th Annual Conference of the Western IA Societies is to be heid

at worcester this year on Saturday April 5th. A number of lectubes have been
arranged on IA in Vorcestershire and the Severn Valley and on nail-making in tie
Black Country. The meeting starts at 9.30 a.m. and is scheduled to last all Z=y,
with a continuation on the Sunday morning for thoss who are able to stay oversi L,
The Sundsy morning programme is a visit to a 17th century iron furnacz (if dry},
or to Bewdeley and Stourvort-on-Severni (if wet). Also included by way of an
appetiser is an evening of films on the preceding Friday evening: and on the
Saturday evening a visit has been arranged to the museum of the Royal "orcezter
Porcelain .Jorks. The conference will take place in Jorcester follege of BEduacziie:r,
and overnight acccmodation can be arranged in one of the halls of residencs iy
those who require it.

Further details from Paul Reynolds, 12 Beaconsfield Way, Sketty, Swansea,

OUR COITIMBORARIES

We are happy to acknowledge the receipt of the Newsletter of the Neath & Teunant (:;
Canals Preservation Society, and the Bulletin of the Zxeter Industrial ..rchaecacuy
Group.

REDEVELOZENT OF THZ LOJER SWANSEA VALLEY

As Mr R.O.Boberts explained at our Jenuary meeting, Mr Barry Fagg of the Cavy
Planning Department ¥ho is currently engaged on this immense project kas invited
the Society to comment on any industrial relics or nistoriv bulliings in tioic
area which are considered worthy of preservation.’

A group of members accompanied Mr Fegg on a walk through the area on Februsry
15th, following the river .from the Weaver building and the site of 5t Thomas
station as far as the Morfa Bridge near the Addis Jforks. By this stuge the pariy
had split into two and the advance guard menaged to reach 3iemcus' workshop and
Landore viaduct. A number of relics were noted: Swansea Harb-.ur Trust mooring
bollards and seversl hulks near the New Cut bridge; Smith's Csanal basin, still
discernivle, which has an interesting culvert cerrying a stream over the cou.: (2;
and *in its turn supporting an access rcad into “hite Zock works; a stone ua taw
canal bank near Addis Yorks marking the boundary between Upper and Middls Banx
torks settled in 1829, This was photographed in situ since its removal lor dai'e
keeping seems imminent. Morfa Bridge, too, I ungerstand, is to be preserved.
Erected in 1908 it is an -iron counterbalanced 1lifting bridge which allowed the
passage of sailing boats up-river,

As a result of this walk it is hoped to produce a small brochure in collaborit’
with the City Cowneil. It will take the form ci an industiiel archaeology wrotl
through.the valley pointing out surviving relics and the sites of' the more
important works that have now been destroiyed.

W.T.R.
(Iate note: :ince the sbove wus written a subseyuest visit has been made to the
valley by our photographer, kr Hayden Holloaay, and th2 Sociotr vow bas black-nud-
white prints and colour slides of all the Jgothres o zuy i niticuuce still to

be secen. Copies are of course availeble to wenbers on the uwaunl terms, At Wk
time of writing this note the Upper/liiddle Biak toundary oost 1o orred to nbove
was scheduled for removal by the Army onlunday & March for proacrvatios in tin
Industrial and Maritime Museum. I{ is hoped that it wiil orove possible oo

a replica in its place. )




LOUGHOR ZINC YORKS

In our last issue we referred to the fact that Loughor Zinc Works hag been
recommended for scheduling as an ancient monument, Ve understand that the
ommers of the site have now Wwithdrawn the objections to scheduling thuat they
had made at the time, and therefore the recommendation made by the aincient
Monuments Board for Wales stands. '

YNISCED/IYN BOLLARD AT BRISTOL: DOCKS3

Visitors to the §.8."Gresat Britain" now on display at Bristsl should 200k zut

or a bollard made by the Yniscedwyn Iron Company. Xlusharsom-shaped and eloww:.-
wmscerived DHIESCED, the bollard is passed as une goes from th: car park i
entrance to tha ship. A similar bollard is to be seen in Swansez on the west
bank of the Iew Cut a few yards up from the bridge.

HEATH GENERAL STATIQN

On April 1st work is due to start on the rebulluing of Meath station. Tha
existing buildings are to be demolished and replaced by new ones including 221
the usval amenities such as ticket office, travel cenire, parcels off'ice, ani
two buffets. New platiorm canopies are to be built and the existing foctbridga
which has long needed a support in the middle is to be replaced. It is Eernaye
the canopies with their cast-iron pillars that form the most attractive purt or
what iz otherwsise = very run-dovm station. No doub% the travelling public wii:
apprecidte the new station when it is completed: as the railhead for a wids zrzs
Neath deserves a better station than it has.

The new station will be Neath's fourth main-line station. The first one was
opened in 1850 on the present site by the South Jales Railway. In 1885 tas oo
moverd the stztion dewn the line to where the London-3warsea and ¥ala -~ Hopn
lires cross, This was in order to facilitate inlercionge of
goods between the two lipes and to allow the tuo sta*ions o
This second station #TCved unpopular bectuse of its remotenzss from the
centre, aad ip résponse to public opinion and becuuse of the 5
the platforms the GUR decided to build a new station on the o

wn

Tenders were sought in an advertisement in The Camerian for 6 March 1376 wnz
the contract was let to a local builder, Joseph Kees. By L June our that vaer
The Cambrian was ahle to report that work was well under way o0 bullding o
"convenient and handsome station". At their half-yesarly meeting on 2 Septenber
1876 the GiR sharendlders voted £20,000 for the work on the station, and in tre
following February it was announced that work woul:i bhe complated and the new s-.-. -
open in May. lio further reference appears in The Combrign and 1t may be ossume:
that the station opened on time. Since then only minor mocirications have tuan
nade, and the existing station is much as it was when Joseph Rees's men went A
in 1877.

At the same time as the new station was built at Heath a new locomotive shed
wAs eracted ot Swrt Sart to hn the nrirciple depot Ter the reseir of engineg -nd
rolling stock vetween Gloucester and Milford. In a.dition mest of the rrineiunl
stations or the South Yales main line wers rebuilt Ziring the 18705, suen an
Newport, Cardifr, Landore, Swansea énd Llanelli. For two of ilgse, Swancen ana
Landore, the contractor was again Joscph Rees. Jith .he conversion o: the gnuge
in 1872 and so much rebuilding in the later years of the decade, the 18705 wero
clearly a time of major renewal on the South “Jales wmain line,

P,R.R.
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BLAENANT COLLIERY -

A £13m, modernization scheme is in progress at Blaenant Colliery at Crynant in
the Dulais Valley. This will entail the destruction of meny of the existing :curtace
buildings including the engine house and the steam winding engines. A 700-yerd
drift will be driven from the surface to join the existing workings and becauss of
this the existing shafis willonly be required for ventilation and emergency winding.
Consegquently the Coal Board intend to replace the steam engines with an electricnlly

powered winder for emergency use only.

Mr Idris Hale, the wekl-known builder and proprietor .of PenscynoT Bird Gardens
is making efforts to have the engines preserved. He wants to see a committee o=
up to mzke representations to the KCB to save the englnes. H owever so far the

response from the Coal Board seems no mOIe than luke-warm.

There are two engines at Crynant. They were originally installied to serve the
old Cefn Coed €olliery whose workings run under Blaenant. The older one was =uilt
in 1907 by Markhams of Chesterfield; while the other dates from 1927 and is tha
work of Worsley liesnes of Wigan. Aipart from the one engine at the lorlais Collioy
at Llangennech, thes2 are the only ones still operating in the South Jales cozliielid.

(NE HUNDRED YEARS AGO

NCOAL WIINDIG. Nearly two years since lir David Bevan of death whose enterrrizing
spirit has become proverbial commznced boring about 2 mile and a half on this si&i:j
of Onllwym station, near the Neath and Brecon Railway. Vary grect aifficultiios
were presentzd in carrying out the work with the desired speed, Up to that time
the countyy around was entirely barren, there were no dwellings for workmen or
conveniences .of any kind. This state of things, however, Was soon remedied, houses
were quickly erected and machinery of the best description brought irto use, tha
dreary spo’t assuming @ business-like aspect. Disappointments and delays were
experienced to which less persevering persons would nave succumbed, On one
occasion the borer broke, and it has since bs=en cizeoversd only tarze foet v
the much coveted seam. Aifter sinking to the dzpth of 280 serds lir Bevan's l1ovuats
vere last week rewarded by striking the aine-foot vein of coal, and the sputl S
already brcught to the surface exceed the hi_hest egpectations as regerde qualiliy.
For many years to come, therefore, this 1ocality will be one of the ousiest in the
neighbourhood, as the supply of coal is, conparartively speaking, inexhaustitle.”

(The Camuraan, 19 feb 1875,

"FOR SALE

The f'ine barque nin P SiIRE", 533 tons built extra strong, 1oTr an Arctic voyage iy
search of 3ir John Franklin, by ilessrs.loney 4igram of London, in 1852, wna vlaa(:¢
thirteen years A 1; in 1865 she was continued nine years A 1, and thoroughly oyver=
hauled under the inspection of Lloyds; had new decks in 1870. Sails fust, und

is now in Swansea (B6 days' passage from Chili-Cerrizil) with a cargo of copuer

. regulus, in which trade she is sellknown for her regular and successiul voyot us
without accident, never having to call upon her underwriters for a sinle olaim,
fariics & large Cargo, is well round in spars, suils, wad vigsiug 1l having heei
from time to time renewed.

For inventories and {urtner particulars apply to Captain %, il Castle, & Belloevua-
street, Swensea, OT to Messrs. Tonge & CO., Commercial Court, 17 vYater-stirool,

s 11
Liverpool. The Canbrian, 5 March 1874,
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SLAMORGAN COWNTY HISTORY, Vol.IV: Early modern Glamorgan; edited by Glanmor filliamsz.
(Cardiff, 1974, ) xviii, 717 pp., maps, tubles, plutes. £15-00,

It is a pleasure to welcome this newly published and lavishly produced volume
and %o commend it to members of our Society and readers of this Hewsletter. In
this volume ten contributors under the general editorship of Professor Glanmor
Williams (who has himself written four of the chapters) continue the history of
the county from the Act of Union of 1535 to the eve of the Industrial Revalution,
Well written, comprehensive and drawing much of its material from sources thut were
previously untapped, this volume and its companions are directed to the general
reader interested in the history of his homﬁland as well as to the specialist
historisn and student.

Apart from the reference to ithe important and interesting coal wine near
Llansamlet for which a unique set of zccounts exists for the yeurs 1366-67, vol,III
of this history, dealing with the Middle Ages, had little to orfer the industrial
archaeclogist in quest of evidences of mine, mill and furnace. Leaving aside the
dearth of written evidence, conditions were not conducive in medieval times to
the developmentof large-scale industries which would leave behind them material
evidence. There was a plentiful supply of woodld for fuel, a pitiful shortuge of
capital for investing in industrial enterprises and a demafid for industrial
products too small to mzke investment attractive. These factors combined to stifle
industrial inventiveness and enterprise.

" Conditions were gradually changing during’ the sixteenth century. As Glanmer
Williams point3 out in Chapter I (The Beconomic Life of flamorgan, 1536-1642),
the pulse of industrial activity beat "perceptibly quicker and more robustly™.
The dwindling woodland, the expanding range of uses for coal, a growing accumu-
lation of ‘capital and the need for cannon brought intc being an organized coal
and iron indubtry which we now associate with the Industrial Revolution.
Professor Williams illusirates his account of these heavy industries with a
wealth of local examples. iHe has, too, a short, valuable account of the abortive
copper-smelting undertaking at iberdulais and o fine thumb-noil sizetch or ity
German supervisor, Ulrich Frosse - " a somewhat nelancholie, thin-skinned mon
and a born worrier"but "a capable and conscicntlous tuzanician®.

In his balanced chapter on 'The Hconomic and Social History of Glamorgan, 1 660-
1760' (Chapter VII), Dr lUoelwyn I.Williams gives comprehensive coverage to the
rural industries - spinning, weaving, tanning, kadtting, soap-uaking - as well
as to the mining and metallurgical inuusiries which were soon to transform the
economy of Glamorgan, He enables us *o see all these industries in perspective
against the still dominam t agricricural background.

Only two chapters have been briefly singled out here because they are of
immediate interest to our members. The volume will remain essential background
reading for those of our members who are interested in the evidences for iron
and coal industries in the early modern periocd. But there are miny ting things
in this absorbing book which will instruct an entertain the gererazi reoader.
Volume V which takes the story into the period of the Industrial Revolution will
be eagerly awaited.

¥oG. G




. ¢ - RECENT LITLRATURE ‘)

Just published within the last few days is D.Morpon Rees's TI% INDUSTRIAL
LRCHAZO0LOGY OF WALES (David & Charles, £6-50). In eight chapters he descrites
manufacturing, extractive, transport, and "other'industries, and lists the most
important sites in a LOwpage gazetteer. The work has come to hand too late o
give it the detailed attention it deserves: it is hoped to publish a review at
groater length in our next ismue.

An exhibition of illustrations of the tinplate industry was held last swnmer
at Llanelli Borough Library, and a very attractive pamphlzt was puhlished tg
accompnay it. TII WORKERS by Tony Evens (Llanelli Borcugh Library, 30p.) descrites
in three spections the historical development of the tinplate trade with spcciﬂl
reference to Kidwelily; the working conditions in & iypieal heawaill oi' the 19
and the modern continuous cold-rolling plant at Trostre. It is mozt avtracti.e
produced, with text in an elegant calligrephic hand and a numbsr of drewings end

photographs. It is hoped to have coples on sale at our nexi meeting.

THE CANALS OF THH JELSH VALLEYS AND THEIR TRAMROADZ; by D.D.and J.M. Gladwin
(Oakwood pr., £3-00) is rather a disappointing book. The canals of South Jales have
veen well described by Charles Hadfield, but the definitive work on the tramrozdis N
has yet to be written, and unfortunately the position is no% ditered by the apnnar-
ance of this bock. The historical content adds 1little to Hadfield's "Canals of
South Vales and the border" and Baxter's "Stone blucks and iron rails", althcugh
the notes on developments in the last few yéars are usef'ul. = Perhaps the bszt things (:

in the book are the maps and the attractive line blocks in the tex fne 13
disturbed at a number of misprints that shculd never have been allowgﬂ to rsmain
in the text. Examples are Marfa for Morfa (p.30), Hen Neuwadd Tor Hen Neuadd {p.33),

or Clayponds .Tramroad for Claypons Tramroad (p.56).

The Neach &Tennant Canals Preservation Society continue to be a vigorous sccizty
doing a thoroughly worth-whils job. The first issue of their ﬁJarte“Jy megazine,
Tl AQUUSUCT, has r1ecentlly been publlished under the cditorshipn o I Aluu George.

It includes historical articles, personzl reminiscences and riports off the SDQJELJS
actvivities. & small number are available lree of charze fron Mr P.E.Corles, |

Pen—-y-¥Fro, Dunrani, Swansea, but a charge will be made for future issues.

#inally, advance notice of two books due to bz published later this year,
J.K.Major. Fieldworx in industrial archasology. Batsrord, £2-75. DPue in Pay.

Kenneth Hudson. The archaeology of industry and transport., Bodley Head, £2-50. O
Due in September,

Published for the South West #ales Industrial Archusology Scciety by P.R.Xavnzlls
¢/o The Library, University College of Swansea, Singleton Fark, swansea. 354 OFD




