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FUTURE EVENTS

Saturdey August 23. Visit to Penwyllt, led by Paul Reynolds. -

There are numerous features all within a small area of attractive countryside.
They include quarries, limekidms, industrial cottages, the Brecon Forsst Tramroad
and Craig-y-Nos station, formerly patronised by Madame Patti and still well main-
tained, although now disused. Limestone has been quarried here for centuries and
the gquarries are stlll flourlshlng. A train-load of limestone is sent every day
to B3C Llanwerm.

¥est at 2.30 p.m., on the platformy of Craig-y-Nos station. This mey be reached by
following the A 4067 Swansea Valley road and turding right beyond the village of

Penycae, shortly before Craig-y-Nos 8astle. There is ample parking space on the

far side of the level crossing. | C T

Please bring your own cars. Anyone who wants a 1ift can be fixed up if he or she
gets in touch with the Secretary CW Idris Roberts, Grovs Cottage, Gloucester Place,
Mumbles, Telephone 60330.)

Saturday October 25, Lecture on the South Wales tinplate industry by
' D.Morgan Rees. 2.30 p.n. In the University College.

'D.Horgan Rees is Keeper of Industry at the National Museum of Wales. He is the
author of Mines, mills and furnaces, The industrial archzeology of Wales and
various other shorter works.

It 3s also hoped to arrange a visit to Llanelli under the leadership of Mr Harold
Prescott, the Borough Librarian. This will take place in late September or early
October and full details will be sent out in due course if it proves possible to
make the necessary arrangements.

LOWER SWANSEA VALLEY TA TRATL

Ve are delighted to send members a copy of this pamphlet gratis. As you will see
it has been published by the City Planning Department and the text and illustrations
have been compiled by ‘members of the Society. Dr Fred Cowley co-ordinated the vwhole
project and acted as editor, Hayden Holloway took the photographs, and contributions
were made by Paul Reynolds, Bob Roberts and Idris Roberis.

Something that will strike everyone who looks at the pamphlet is the very high
quality of the drewings and design. For this the credit must go to Mr Peter Morgen,
a draughtsman in the Planning Department. He has also designed a number of other
similar booklets, and they must all be in the top bracket of town trails, & number
of which have recently beenx published up and down the country.

Purther coples may becbtzined at 10p plus posvage from P.R.Reynolds,
12 Beaconsfield Way, Sketty, Swansca. - 542 9JR.
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AVUNUAY, GENERAYT, MEETTXG

The AGM was held at the Royal Tnstitution on 20th March 1975 and achieved a good
attendance, It turned cut to be a lively and interssiing meeting. '

In his Presidential address Professor ('Neillcommenied on the conclusion of
another suceessful year in the Socliety's activities despite a slow start, due, perhap:
to other conflicting events in the area. The continuved high quality of the programme
of lectures arranged by the Extra-Mural Department of the University College of
Swansea and the site visits held during the summer months had been well patronised
and were both interesting and enjoyable. He mentioned the photographic collection,
growing rapidly (but still in need of photos of historical interest) in Haydn
Holloway's care, as an important asset to future historinas; and remarked on the
Newsletter, now distributed to local public libraries and to.several TA societies,
as being of value as a means of disseminating information.

_ A programme of site visits for the summer was discussed, and from several suggestioc:
maede it was decided tc choose Hirwaun & Blaehafon (which has already taken place),
Penwyllt (August) and Llanelli (to be arranged for September if possible.)

. The officers and committee were re-elected with the addition of Nessrs Alun Richard:
and Barry Fagg who were élected to fill two vacancies.

Several items were brought up under 'Any other business':

1. The Victorian stations at Neath and Bridgend whieh British Rall propese to
demolish and rebuild. Urgent appeals for support for their protest against the
proposal had been received from the Victorisn Society and other interested bodies.
After discussion the meeting decided, on a majjority vote, that a good case had been
made out for supporting the protest. (See separate item below. )

2. The now derelict Siemens Laborabory building at Landore, it was suggested, could
be made to serve a further period of useful life, perhaps as an Informetioh Centre
serving a large recreation area under cimsideration for this part of the lower
Swansea Valley. A use such as this would justify the preservation of this historic
building. The meeting agreed that application should be made fto the Welsh Office
for formel listing. (See separate item below.) :

-

3. A letter from the newly-formed Gwili Railway Company was read out seeking assist-
ance towards the re-opening of the line from Carmarthen to Brinwydd. It was agreed
to publicise their plans in the Newsletter (see below).

After refreshments we were privileged to see some of Mr Alun Richards' outstanding
collection of colour slides of tramroads, and to hear him speak about them. The
meeting unfortunately ran out of time, but Mr Richards kindly agreed to devote a
full evening to his slides during the coming season. We will look forward to this
with pleasure: the quality of the slides and their interest should appeal to e¥eryone

W.I.Ra

NEATH GENFRAL STATTON

© Tn our last issue we reported the plans of BR to dempolish and rebuild Neath station
Since then a lot has happened. Opposition to the scheme has been led by the South
Wales branch of the Victorian Society who have enlisted the support of the SWVWIAS.

At our AGM on 20th March last a resolution was passed deploring the proposed demciiti
and ag a result of this Idris Roberts, as Secretary, wrote to the Welsh Office, the
Chief Inspector of Historic Buildings at the Department of the Environment, and to
BR's Chief Engineer at Paddingion urging that the scheme be reconsidered.

Despite these appeals -~ including the ultimate protest of a letter in the correspon
ence colums of The Times by Doulgas Hague on 29th Yarch - demclition started om Aprd
10th. However the following day the Welsh Office placed a preservation order on the
station and work came to & halt. BR submitted their request to Neath Borough Counzil
Tor permission to demslish a listed building and mounted an exhibition at the station
to enlist public sympathy for their plans. A brisk controversy developed in the town
and district. Most people, especially railwaymen, scem to have f{avoured rebuilding.
Once again our Secretary sent a letier of protest, this time to Neath Borough Cowncil
urging them to reject BR's application for planning approval for the new station.
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However, desplte this and other protests, the Planning Commititee at Weath met on June
2L4th and granted BR permission to continue with their proposals. Since the station
is now a listed building the Welsh Office have to confirm or reject this decision;
and the Secretary of State may order a public inguiry if he thinks theissue merits it.
The latest news from Cardiff is that a decision from the Welsh Office is likely to be
delayed, though the reason for this is not stated,

P.R.R,

STEMENS' LABORATORY

. William Siemens founded the Landore Siemens Steel Company and set up the plant in
1868, In the following year steel production began, using for the first time in Britain
the open hearth process of converting pig-iron into fine quality steel. The laboratory
is all that remains of the original works and was also used as offices and possibly
living accomodation. Of particular interest are the eight chimneyson the north wall
which were presumably needed for the laboratory. {See: H.0'Neill: "Siemens steelmaking
at Swansea 1869-88" in Metals and materials, August 1969,)

JA Cambrian Deily Leader supplement in 1923 declared that "no ruin in the world can
boast a past history of greater value to this generation than the disused buildings
below Landore Viaduct where Dr. Siemens, with the help of local men, brought to
completion the conversion of pig-iron into the finest qualifiss of steel.”

The building is in a state of considerable disrepair but the basic strueture is
apparently sound, and although there are no approved proposals for the development pf
the Glandwr works, the site could be cleared or incorporated in the recreation area
proposed for the Lower Swanseaz Valley. The building is almost the last survivng example

_dn this area of a 19th century works and its historical assoclations give it added
Importamce. If a use such as an information centre to serve the recreation area, with
perhaps audio-visual facilities and catering for educational visits from schools,
could be found for it, preservation of the building would be justified.

In reply to the request of the SWWIAS for formal listing of the building the Denartmen
of the Environment's Inspector of Ancient Monuments stated that consideration to this
will be given at the Board's next meeting in December.

A copy of the Society's letter was also sent to Swansea Corporation suggesting that
future deterioration of the bullding would be prevented, pending the decision of the
Ancient ¥onuments Board, by bricking up doors and windows to discourage vandals.

V. 1I,Roberts
B.C,Fagg

GWILT RATIWAY COMPANY

This company aims to run a steam-operated tourist itrain on the southern two miles
of the Carmarthen to Aberystwyth railway betweeh Abergwili and Bronwydd. Later they
hope to make connections with BR at Carmarthen and to extend six miles north to
Llianpumpsaint, . The intention is to re-instate the original wooden station buildings
at Bronwydd and to dncorporate parts from Neath General station, if the demolition of
that building takes place,into their southern terminus at either Abergwili or Carmarthen,
Trains will be operated by a 1939 Peckett 0-6~-0T, at present the property of the Teifi

‘Valley Railway Preservation Society.

The prospectus has recently been issued and.the Company seek to raise £13,000 in the
first instance in £5 and £10 shares. The directors look for support to those who
really want South Wales to have a standard-gauge steam railway. Copies of the prespectus
and application forms are availabls from the Secretary of the Gwili Railway Co.,
Mr R.M.E,Thomas, 9 Linden Close, Bryncoch, Neath.

Supporters of the scheme and others may be interested to know that a small book
has recently been published. Entitled The Teifi Valley Railway, it comprises a
collection of photographs of varying interest and quality of the lines between
Carmaxrthen and Aberystwyth. The accompnaying text isvvery largely second-hand.
The authors are Roger Padfield and Barris Burgess, and the book is published by
Laidlaw-Burgess Publishers, Haverfordwest at S0p.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS

A number of subseripiticns fo“ 1975 are still outstanding. The retes ars £1-00 Dod.
(or 50p for full-time students and OAPs). If a choss appears in the margin beside thi:
paragraph, that means that according to our records your subs.are owing. Please remit
as soon as possibel to the Treasurer (P.R,Reynoclds, address on p.1), or we shall have
te delete your name, with regret, from our list of members.

NEATH ABBEX TECGORKS

A group of the Friends of Ironbridge Gorge Museum are visiting South Wales on
Saturday September 27. They are visiting the sites of various ironworks in the
region including Neath Abbey. The leaders of the party are W.X.V.Gale, Barrie
Trinder and Lawrence Ince (a member of SWWIAS). They hope to errive at the site
at about 11 a.m. It is good to hear of parties from outside the Swansea area
visiting Neath Abbey: it desarves to ba far more widely appreciated than it is at
presents .

. KIDWELLY TINPLATE WORKS MUSEUM

Llanelli Borough Council are trying to create a consortium of local asuthorities to
develop and mainatin the Kidwelly Tinplate Works as a major ftourist attraction. The
scheme is expected to coat £49,000;, and will ensure the preservation of the last-of
the tinplate works to have survived in reasonable shape. One council so far has
declined to be involved, Llanelli Rural Community Council ~ "nothing but a load of
serap" said ong of their councillors.

BLAKVAFON TRTP

The theme of the Society's main summer frip this year, held on July 12, was the
iron industry which flourished along the northern rim of the coalfield between 1780
and 1860. The first stop was made at Hirwaun where we were met by our guide for the
day, Mr Raymond Bowen, President of the Oxford House IA Sociely at Riswa. The well-
worn blocks of the tramroads along a street named Tramway =nd along the causeway over
the River ({ynon wers inspected before visiting the site of Hirwaun Ironworks. The
original furmace esteblished here in 1757 by John Maybery was the first blast furnace
in South Wales to use coke as fuel., After we had viewed the ruined furnaces and the
overgrown Toundations o7 adjoining buildings it was instructive to be shown by our
gulde a rare photograph of the works taken at the turn ofthe century when the building
were intact. '

We moved on to Merthyr Tydfil, seeing the remains of the great Cyfarthfa works {begu
1756) as we entered the towm. After e stop for lunch z visit was made to the remains
of two of the furnaces at the site of the Plymouth works {begun 1763) and the tunnsl
through which ran the Penydarren Tramroad and Trevithick's historic engine in 180k,

As we left lMerthyr we were able to view from the roadside the industrial housing at th
Trdangle, Penirebach, a typical example of houses bullt by the ironmasters in the earl;
19%h century, end the site and remains of the famous Dowlais works (begun 1759).

" On our descent into Blazenafon we could see the remains of the dammed ponds oy
reservoirs which providsd the water power for the Blaenafon works, The works were
openad in 1759 and form a compact site with the remains of massive 19th century furnac
overlooked by an even more massive colliery water~balance tower or balance 1if't of lat
date. The houses of the ironworkers, Stack Square and Engine Row (now derelict) were
built before 1819 and adjoin the site. Thu whole complex 1s now in the care of the
Department of the Environment. ’

The weather throughout the greater part of the trip was appalling end prevented us

- £rom visiting Garnddyrys on the western slopes of the Blorenge., The trip, which might
well have been e dismal {allure, was madeprofitable and enjoyable by the sheer interes
of the sites visited and by the knowledgey energy and homour of our guide,

Some works for those who wish to read more about the iron industry:
D, Moérgan Rees. Mines, mills and furnaces. (London, 1969);  pp. 7h-76 (“or Birwaun)
I.G.Jones, Merthyr Tydfil in 1850. Glamorgan Historian, IV (1967), pp.31-i5.

K. 8.Taylor., The Penydavrren Ircawcrks, 178L-1859, Glamorgan Historian, III (1685),p
M. 8. Taylor. The Plymouth Ironworks.: Glamorgan Historian, V (1963), pp.186-192.
b.d.H¢¢iing. The buildings of Merthyr Tyd{il. Glumorgan Historisn, VITL (4972), 167
L.B.Paryvy. The Bhorenge. Jnl.Industrial Archaeclezy, L (1964),. pp. 76«93,

- n
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TNDUSTRIAL HOUSING IN SWANSEA

L'
On Friday May 16 and Saturday May 17 iwo lectures on this subjeet were given
by Hr Bernard Morris to members of the Scciety and others, On the Saturday after-
noon, following his second lecture, Mr Morris led a party to look at several sites
in snd around the city, and to point out some of the more interesting features,

Clarence Street/James Street/Princess Street. Terrace houses built between 1830
‘and 1845, Two features of particular interest are the "catslideY roofs with the
slope al the back considerably longer than at the front; and a secondary door,
beside the front door of some of the houses, that formerly led to houses in the
crowded courts at the rear. The houses were built as two-roomed units, with an
additional ground-floor room sdded on at the back - hence the catslide roof, They
" represent the next stage in development from the one-up, one-down type of house,
Also of note were the fine chimney pots on the Clarence Inn which were almost
certainly made at Ynismeudwy Pottery, a distinctive feature on an otherwise
undistinguished terrace. These houses are likely to be demolished fairly soon
since the whole area is due for redevelopment.

+

Vivianstown, Neath Road. Houses built for his copper workers by J.H.Vivian.

The 1842 Tithe Map shows them as newly built. They also have the catslide form of
roof and are remarkable for the use of moulded blocks of copper slag in the struchure
and especially as coping stones on the garden walls. The terraces are substankially
as built, although slight modifications have been made to details, such as doors

and. windows.

Morris Castle, Bullt by the industrialist John Morris to house golliers working

in his pits. Although the remains are only fragmentary it is pessible fto reconstrust
‘the leyout of the “castle" by using what remains intact in conjunction with plans

and drawings of the 19th century. It has been stated by early writers that the
castle provided accomodation for k0 families, but Bernard Morris suggested that 20
would be a mors realistic figure judging by the amount of space availabie and the
accomodation normally provided in cottages of the periocd. Parts of the interioxr
walls still retain traces of plastering, end where this is so it is possible 1o meke
out the ocutlines of staircases which help to establish the position of each flat.

The fireplaces are also still to be seen, and the fact that they have been repaired
at.a later date suggests that the "castle" remained inhabited for & number of years.
fr JoM. Davies, a member of the party, put forward information which would indicate that
it.was still inhsbited in about 1850. To the north of the building it is still
possible to see the earth benks that divided a number of small plots of lend: these
are shown on the Tithe Map and Mr Morris suggested that they repressnt potate patchas
provided for the inhabitants of the "castle".

Morris Castle is of considerable interest as a very early {the earliest?) block of
workmen's f£flats and forms one of Swansea's oldest surviving buildings. It is also a
siriking f'eature on the sky-line, and it was widely felt that a strong case could
be made for its preservation.

35 Horfydd Street, Morriston. Almost ceryainly the sBle surviving house from the
original foundation of Morriston., Unlike later indusfrial housing schemes Morriston
was not built by the land-owner, John Morris. He merely sllccated the land, laid out,
the streel plan and leased plots of land to his workers. It was then their responsib-
itity to build a house on their piece of land. No.35 was probably built in about

1790 and is a standard double-fronted cottage such as might have been f und anywhere

in the surrounding countryside. It is alsc interesting o note the long back gardens
in the original core of Morriston: probably they reflect Morris'! intention of providing
land for his workers to grow their own produce like the potato patches at the Yecastle.

1Liw Forge, Pontlliw. Industrizl housing in a rural setting. Three cottages, again
vith catslide roof's, and an iron forge were in existence by 1813. The water-powered
forge remained intact, if not in use, until the last war when it was stripped for scrap.
It is now derelict and inhebited by hens, but enough remains to establish its original
layout. .

The SWWIAS are most grateful to Bernard Morris for his informative talks and for
leading the excursion; also to the Bxtra-lural Department of Swansea University College
for making the necessary arrangements for the lectures. o
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L5 BISHOPSTON VALLEY LEAD MINES

LY

In a recently published articlej Mary and Gordon Tucker of Birmingham have described
among others, the lead mines of the Bishopston Valley. There were two mines in the
valley, Long Ash (SS 574887) cn the eastern side, and All-Slade (88 584876) hetween
Hareslade and Brandy Cove. The first operated in the period 1852-5k, and the second
at three different times, the later 18th century, 1810~13, and 1852-54, A profit of
£12,000 was made when this mine was first operated in the 18th century, but otherwise
the undertaking does not seem te have been particularly remunerative. Whether this
was because the ores were exhausted, or for Jack of capital is left an oper questiocn
by the authors. No trace of All-3lade mine survives, bul there is an adit still to
be seen at the site of Long Ash mine, and #lso the remains of a stone building belwo
ard to one side of the edit., In addition the authors reccunt the history of lead mins
Penllyn, Llangam, Rudry and Machen, and provide a number of useful maps.

* The lead mines of southeast Wales. Bulletin of the Peak District Mineg Historical -
Saciety, VI, 1, (May 1975), pp.15-27

RECHNT LITERATURE

From Castie to Civic Centres g history of local government in Neath, 1100~-1972¢
by George Eaton (7 Cimla Road, Neath), £1-75

Although this book deals with the long history of Nesth as a corporate borough, much
of it provides an interesting insight into indusiriel development and changes in publi
transport, Neath was once an important copper—-smelting centre, and a guite vivid acco
is given of Sir Humphrey Mackworth, industrialist and entrepreneur, who fouhd it
advantageous to exert e dominating sway over the town council. It is interesting to
note that some of the Mackworth papers are in the possession of Heath Antiquariaa Soci

Untid 1920 the town had street cars powered by gas which wers bought by the borough
eouncil from Lytham 8t Annes. They ran from Briton Ferry to Skewen, both plases then
being beyond the borough boundaries. Although they became something of a curiosity an
gave rise to a satirical ditty

"When they ars in motion
You!ld think you're on the ccean”

they were & boon ih their day, and a great improvement on the horse~drawn trams
which preceded them.

Gas lighting in the town was first mooted by the Parigh Vestry, end in 1833 thers
were Tifty lamps for lighting public places. These debails and much else make My Raten
acoount well worth reading, even by those whose interests do net lie in political
history of the civie variety. There are several photographic plates and s comprehensi’
bibliography. The dust jackel has a reproduction of a portrait of the lawyer, James
Coke, four times Porireeve of Neath, printed by permission of his great-grand-daughter
-Mrs J.Bevan, Swansea. A

G.Te Lo

Steam on the Pemyderren: by M.J,T.Lewis. (Industrial_nailwgy Society,
Ml Hicks Avenus, Greenford, Middx.) AOp.

This 1ittle book is a well-written and well-produced account of the Penydarren
Tramroad 'at Herthyr and the steam lecomotives belonging to the Bowlais and Penydarren
ironworks that operated the traffic. The earliest of these was Trevithick's Locometiv:
the first railway engine in the world. 0Of the later ones, a number were bullt at Heath
Aboey. Definitely recommended; especially to those who took rart in the excursion on
July 12 and saw the tramroad tunnel,

(Purther notes on recent literature have been held over to our next issue for
lack of space in this number, P.R.R.)

FPublisha@ for {he South West Wales Industriesl Archacology Society by P.R.RBeynolis,
o/0 The Libiery, University Gollege of Swansea, Singleton Park, Swanses, S42 9PP.



