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FORTHCOMING LEVENTS

Seturday 28 Avgust. 2.60 pen.

Visit to Cimavon, Pontrhydyfen and Afan Argoed

Leader: Mr Arthur Rees

A ach will leave College House (University Cellege) at 2 p.m. to visit the
v

in the lower Afan Valley. Passecngero can also he picked up, if moxe
P’vﬁrufh “treﬂﬂ, ppo;lte the side ertrance to the *bus statiocn (

ALV Cwmavon we will ses the traces of the iron snd copper induazcry tuilsc up by the
(mvernor and Company of Copper Miunes in Znglend, tefore going zn tc rontrnydvien
(vieduets) and Afan Argced (o unuwv Park for the recently cpencd Miners' Museum.

It ds Hrokcse¢ to have a picule at Afen Argoed. Please bring vonur own provisions,

but drinks shoula be availis ole thers,
If you'es ub’ﬂ to come cn what vromises 12 he en intevesting and onjoyable afterncon,
plecse fill in theenclosed forms. The firs iz &'p canhi.

'"MOKRIS ToWi TRAITLT

The same tean that brought you the Lower Swanscea Velley LA Trail last vear have
now produced another, similar guide. This tiwe The 411n)vﬂrw Luke the readex througn
Mooriston and up on te Graig Trewyddfa, pass Morric Costle, and finishex at 8¢ Paui's
Ghurch, Landore. Thus, between them, these two gnuides cover the whole of the westerr
side of the Lower Swansea Valley from the Ruvai Institution te Morriston Cross. Az vwell
&8 vhe obvious industrial monuzents, the compilers have included notes on churches awd

rhavels and on housing - essential part< vf an industrial community. Unlike cur eariiew
trt7l this one takes the form of & lsafle’ rather than a booklet; but it includes six

I 4

fO3

ilJ& rations and two maps. OWWIAS are once again greatly in the debt of Dr FPred Cowlyp

whe hag put “n a great dezl of work ani gone i< a lot of trouble in eliting the guiae.
1z view of tho Soeiet v's financial pogitien we rogoet that it is juist net realistice

co viesent a fiee copy to esach mzmber as with fh previous traile Hcowever they ave

aveilaple at thz very Juuwui price of *0p each (plus tage, 63p) from P.R.leymerlias,

12 Beaconsfield Woy, Sketty, Swansea, A2 9JR.

STBSCRIPTIONS

Tuankyvou to 4l those mewbers whe hr.e al
There a¥e a ©ow who still have to do'so, If
&

& LGE 7 £ 36 in he rﬂfp in buo$’7 i
puxi graph, that is %o remird you that you ar o1 Plbaﬁe iet the Tressurer

.“dress ahove) have your chegque, cath or

300N &s possible, otherwise we shall
‘iq retfullay hove to assume that you na 1

o to remain a membele
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UAL GHENFRAL MEETING

"he Societv's Lth AGM was
we e disappofnm¢¢g
rcesors yor the reduced attendances a
thaugh nembership

o
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neld in the Royal Institution on April 8th.
fact which later in

has remained fairiy constant.,
advertisement of individual events » few days in advance (as

Attendanco

the meeting led fto a discussion on pessiklc

our meetings over the last twolve mouths even
FPostal charges row oreclude th-

in past years) ana we

bl
have to rely on tne Newsletter acnd a programme published in advance.

Professor O’NL‘llgmn his Presidenvial address, spoke of the vaiuablie coentribution vhidk
the Newslester made in dis¢eminatirg information, and of the Treils The Society h-&
provided the text and illustrations for these and they were ing wih saovl
further possibilities., The ervocs which crept into the par © : i
In énv case G¢ tbe prP]ﬂuliarg VGTSLJL of hﬂ Morriston t
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gencral increase in
dast yesr. The
jreicased ennual

costs awd

committee had, singe
s

4.

raeting agreed that this wes
&

Professor C'heil) announced his wish

Preasurer's report revealsd a mnall
& slighily smaller na

subsceription sud reluc
shculd be raised to £1-50 pea. with scni&? citiz

h“ vy 1oy
Y
mndad 2w
geted I

deficit
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the warning sc 3 idex

tantly recomw dci io yhe ch,ﬂr" that this
75pe The
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eorlier in the yeer, had R.O.Roberts from the pos L foti hat served uin theze
céacities since the Society's reconstitiition in 1971 and £ that a wseﬂge qf
manageront Woud& Le efit the Socciety.- We are plecsed that thay have
serve wn the cuimittee. Mr Alun Richards expwessed the feell £ m
a vote of ﬁhaﬁxs to both for their icsvaluable effoits in set the
feet againe

Ve Alun Richards was then unaznimously elected Thuirman by the meeiing. Al the other
servirg officers and hommxuite mewbers were re-elected. It vas agreed that the
& tt after due considsratiorn of suiteble candidates, Showld B responsibie for

Sossing a new President.

The evening concluded with a showang of 'iron, lime housest, a phoiographic
record made dvring the Society's trips Last year to Elaema Pe 2t a1d housing in
Swansea. This seguence, with a taped zomuvntar;; ras prepared by laylen I and
Taul Raynolds as our contribution to tae Asnuvai Zenference of Western 1o QQ\ *1,»
bell at Cardiff on April 3rd,

V. 1o Re

A5 you will have read, the AGM, with great reluctance, accepted the resignaticg of
cur chairman, Mr RquRoberua. :

1+ was largely through his initiative that wne Coclety was re-formed in 1971 since
when ke has, o spite of a prolonged bcut of iitl bealth and more than one period of
ssrasus perzoucl difficulty, given an exceedingly active lead to our affairs. He has

teen engag d en rescarch into the history of the nopper-smelting industry and has
pmblg.hed nunber of articles on the suugacﬁo s lLies also researchod the Liwehwr
nirc works which we hope will bs publiched in dus ecvise., Despite thas, he has given
a gieat deal ¢ khis time te the Society, and cur success 1s unquusLi@n&biy dus meinly
vo kis efforvs.

However 1 enm happy to say that'R.0.' has consented o remain as a member of the
committes and so his scholarchip and meal are still at our service.

A, Y, Richards




OUR PAST PLESIDENT: AN APPRECTIATICN

When our as recorstituied i
reraon to a to be Presidernt. Hs was
Inowledge »f the history of the uetal
indusf : / ol@gj st before that tes
Srneflie TS ne was appointed I
Cailege of SW&PS“E in ?;q{ and soon deve!
hasiery of our reg amOQMntMBOC zg
was acuntely swere, to >f the need to salvsge e; the 12 lanﬂg
manhinery L -t g lorgely throug ffox 1ocal ;uQxSi&la
co=operatod with the Royal Insiitution din 1955 to set up the Swansea ladustuiial M
He was elected Fresident of *he Royal Institution in 1963,
We are deeply grateful te ] construclive
criticism, end constant su 3} Lt consented to

remain on the executive comm
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MIRUHYR TYDRLL VISIT, MAY 1976

teg in the NMesthyr

Ua 15th ¥Way members and friends were taken on a stulv tour it
yAfil area h' Mr W, E Jenkins, Tutor in ‘the Extra-Mural Eepaﬁ t
Swanseas ?hQ weather, which had b Pizst to bede i
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had on our visit te Blaenafon last yeir, :learcd up, and at our {ivst
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~y-Cymmes we wers able to walk acruss the magni:
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3 oent yisduet of
-66) which once carried the railwey from Pons'icill

GE
o3} Junciion to
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We then moved on to Dowlais where we were r2i ot St John's Church 5y che Rural De
the Revd, J.F.Owen, who t&;keﬁ te us about *he church ard some of its dinteresting |
¢entury records. We then visited the famous Dowlais stables, desighed vy Sir Chartes
Barry and erscted in 1820 to hauee the horses used in the Dowlais workse. The buildiﬁg
is now, regrettably, threatened with dﬂmnlztio“u Our scclety h exe to
pxin' k~t5Jave15 but we hope that the i1ocentiy elected Plaid Cymru 0unc¢1 91 Mervivy

&.9 N

=
wil® ¢all 2 halt to the policy of insenscie destrucyicn of the evidence of Merthyr's
his %nr ¢ ps st adopted by their predecesscrs,

Sfter & brief visit to the
reains g 8 long Junch brealk
che aid of notes provided by
the *C-nminute walk past Charel
vyiarihfa Cagtlc, built for f
ROW g aUseum ana a secondary schocl

Azfore rsuvwming toe Swanses

Robert Tuomonson orawsh&y ("cod
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iike ithe e his time. However, since
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the "£200,000 reguired, it is 1l net clear when
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hes been sll tue recen
o]

South Wales Railway bave commenced uaking some
ed station, the greategt &Wuuﬁﬁ of treailic and
he South Wales line of wrailvsy beinz at Neathe
and Cown ferthyr has been cuesianrably

L8 s waz bel vre; hut the p?ncv
osed to zll weathors. Surely it is full t3

r their confort wnd con?engence should vuzke

CONCHEVE COTTAGE

s A S B g S

Weaver's Flour Mill, comnleted in 1528, js described in cur first 'Trail’ booklet as
¥ueope's first mulii-storsy reinforced concrete building™. 7This

3
YBritein's and perh dgé i : o
note is abdou. its nuaebl denty « the Tze}gf cariier bnuildings consiructed of
concrete, but wivhout netal reinfore ; the story iu fact goes
back te & Welsh wo e&mxgﬁgﬁﬁd

A church was Luiiv of concrete in Weldegrove Road, London S& 19 in 1883, butthe earliest
conerete buildings so far %vywcd appear to e the two so~.mllei 'concrete cotfages' at
Tregynon near Nowlova. Dowys They were mantiored in 2 lscturs delivered in Swanses in

Hay last by o Glyn Tegei hug&@S, Wardcﬁ of" Gregynog, Trigymon {the University of Walesg

e;‘,

conference rentre). DIr Tegai Hughes later kindly lent s copy =f The Concrete Quarterly
for December 197 ch contains a well-illustrated arvicle dezsr b*ﬂv

end mentionling o cuses and the village schuwol in Tlﬁmszh

rocfed and f]:a, tirely of concrete; liuh varicus ;mbei}én

The main arch a er parts of the attractive bridge (dated 1

in front of Frxﬁynﬂg arc likewise of concrete, It is =tae

‘sweated® for a long time af construetion, and this initial p

f
for the faﬁu that this rolativ
T

ent elffective svsien of bullding, introduced
1 T 20d - Ny - & . A M
Ly Henry Hanbury-Tracszy at Lu not spread to othes s advocated

by T Niche in his County
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ailes (vol,?, London,




WIND STREBET STATIGY, SWANS

£ vou stand outside 'bu%v dual
carriageway, you will see a ?ex remain
Street. The arch nearest

two standing at the
be the site of Wind Street gl sganser barmanus of

Swanseas

way. Windows rewminis f a g stonework, and ithe
for o lintel, all agree with the descriptjcx ir, The Camhrian for 17

days at'ter the line

Th h was owned by the Vale of Neath company, its2if then
enga proad to mixed gauge. S ranses Corporation hoped that the new
line link he Llanelly Tailway's D‘m‘?anu Velley Extendion, then iu the

GOUrse uP construe 30 \mﬂmkﬁz a nqrrkuga“f‘ rout o 1 ; t
superseds the main ; J‘ Railway with

cewen and Cockette A ;ation would :
to this end did reach Parli b 855, bub wss re;
mean time, at a specisd C@zhwvafsun meating of 5 Fehrvary
the lana for Wind Sirset td.0r five years at 1/« p.as
it wes ceen only as & UeLDOTALY measure.

Teste I Aaulwg3 took over the V.,N.EK., and the station was
i far as Liverpool and Maoncaester. K
n“ to Poatypool end Crumlym depryted from Winld Street,
wusy times *he station steps were & scene of near chsaos,
ngor station ckstiucted the passuzge of coal trains to the
“ly as Octohor 1866 'A Suffercr! ;I)*a‘tedy “n a letter to The
. !

o

* 4 Ting g 3
\sive use of the passe

5o vth Dock, end as

et

19
rom Aberoare and

Cawhiian, over the sinw turn arcund of the rolling stock of “traius f
Mgriw‘ra Whon the leaze had only six nontbs to run George Furdek Stricy raised the
maiter at a Corporstion mesting in June 18567, but at & meeting of the rlaibour Trust

in Decemkarn 18571 Jchn Jones Jenkins was still Tmeking protestse

5 Closure Tinully came on 1 March 1873, the ysar after the geuge conversion in South
Wales had eliminateld soms of the Jdisadvante D's of the G.W.R. rain line. Ey remncving the
sssenger service the line was kept clear for coal it o and the movewent of trains
the QOLCQ Dock was dmproved. This in tuwm meant that the b*ldg%s over the New Cut
and Noxt PO”& were leas liahle to be blocked by stationary treins, and thus constrict
el
s

*hlﬁp¢n passing t i the North Dock and wharves uvp-rivers Passea er trafiic

between Neath und sea was confined to tie main lime via Lanfoure until 1880 when a
raduced locadl rvic 5 reinstated on the Swansea &‘W@uﬁh section with trains using
a new terminus called Hast Dock on the far side of the River Tawse

L‘}‘; .‘ﬁ'e Gr‘l}ﬁb

{(N.B. The erches Jescribed in this interesting article are liksly +o be demolished very’
unCAbjf 52 you are edvised to take any photographs you mar want wilhout dzlay. The recent
excavaticons in this ares by the Gwent Glamorgan Archaeclogical Trust have uncovered the
foundaticnd of one of Lho arches, which takes the form of u zeries of steps of increasing
gize.  Fd.)
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CLYNDU AND PENTREMAINOD TRAMROADS, #MORRISTCL

Olyndu Street,
fze qw'i

s Morviston, is strikingly ignt axd runs down the western flank of
sea Valley at a regular gradient. is net surprising since it owes its
E ' onway by which cnal was bhrought dowe from levols on the sidas

i
y

e copy malting Tiymw Locinrond, Yorsis & Co. moved
Works at landore 10 & nev sio: near whed is now Vorrsiston

I‘ &

Forest Coppersorks, 0L behalf of the company Roberi Morris
e > ams EN - ——p were Y e

rewyddfs from tre Divte of Beaufort. Clyndu Lovel was one of

this nval whs cxirsctede
L}ﬂb S3x newn
F616/6),

t"a mouth
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TWORTH ?
. ¥ » , . I
not wnlikely that they were 1% ?;f
introduced here as well during . i/
the 1780s, ¢
In 1793 ko.ris, Lockwood & Co. ‘
moved from the :esi wack to !

o t
Landore, and the Forest Works
were taken over by llarford & Co's.
brass wire workse In 1500 John Morris
withdrew fvom the company which
became simpiy Lockw
and in 1806 Lngkw
behalf, bdought & toird zhare in
the collieries cwnsd o the fim
of Lockwood & (c. He tnan fcrmﬁd
& new coapany, xncwn zs the Penvi
Veln Cu. to exploit *“he eoll i@rj ¥}
at Fenfilis, Treboeth and Clyndu.
As a result of these developments
the origiaal purpese of the Clymdu
VWaggonway no longer applied. The
interest of the new cwrers of the
level wre to sell the ceal by way
of tiads nd it was therefore
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necessary for then 1o hét it %o
th e Swensea Canal, i
ava } Aseans o

2



‘ecompany, and she has been classed A1 ad

wn fue

The Clyndu Waggonway fell cut of use as such, becoming just an ordirary roud, =nd
its function was taken over by 2 pew tramroad on an alignment a lkttlc to Lze west
wheleh is nuw Irhi?@ﬁ»lwoﬂ road, This new tramroad breught down coal from Clyacy
Level and Hew Lefel y Graig, a 1ittle higher uwn, fo & wharf on the c&aain Hera it

was Jjoined by another tramrcad from the scouth-west which ran along what 3L now
binzg Stveet by which coal Was transported from the oil collieries of tﬂ& Eeﬁyijfg
Jein Co. The *two branches Jjoined on t c%tv;a bank of the canal OD”u)

Rose Cu}pwwuu 73 and crasﬁei sanagl by a bridge to deliver cozl to
woris and possivly, toc, to i y
1" 0.8, map eliso shows a spur jJolaing the

Coprarworkse.

Sowm2 time during the 1830s the Clyndu Level became the properkby of John Giashronk,

fo-zaar of a qgnx,ay of Swengea coalowners whoss principal seas of nperations was
subscguently in the Fforesifach ara i) ose 1844 bv waich tine
its we fﬁlbgb extended underground cs fa e Az a recult of thic
ihe Pentremalwod ioned ek rgonway, «t become
an Ofdmﬁxﬂy road. Penfilis aloag Dinas S+féet %thi iﬁ flvtw

ence in about 1850 (Nhﬁ

1ﬁ©n, Group 2, no. )uMﬁu but by 187k
edition of the 6% 0.8, n

surveyed, it tec had beer

P.R.R.

-
DATED STREET TRONWORK

In the older parts of any town 21 cily examples alb i pmannole cover:s,
saillirgs, coal-hole doors stc. with the name of o 1 foundry where “hay vore cast,
and, very @ftﬂﬁg the date of casting. A-study «f these piscss of street furnitur
helps to es&ablish the dates when different Youndries were in cperetion. Two
axamples have Lzsen reporfed in Swaasea by R.0.Roberts:

$o.

e
s |
(€]

1. Hanover Street, Swansea. Hetal cover of a waser gully ervssing ike pavement
inscribed "John Brown; The Paddocks, Swanseat 18911,

2. Overland Road, Mumbles. 100 ydis. from the top of Vicurage Lane the iren door
of a coal cellar reads "I.W.Wiliiams, ”elfﬁnspan Foundry, Svansea, ?886“a

s

ase rerort any more examples you lmow about with o view 1o our ~ublaisfing & longer
liat in o focure Newsletter, '

'ONE HUNDRES YZARI AGU

Ry

"Cn Tuesdey afterncon" (i.e.22 August 1876) "s capital specimen o i:on-shisbulidiy
wes launched from the Neath Abbey Ironworks Yard in the p1c>,nce of a iarge number
of spectators. The vesszel has been specially decigned for speed as well as tor
coufort, her tight draught of water being also one of her principal feaiures. Ths
best Welsh iron has been used in her constructiva, and her keel is hammered through-
oute Her lines were taken from the model of Mr John D.Lewis, the shipwiight <f tho

v Lloyd's for 100 years, having been consiructesd
vrders the personal supervisicn of b“qyd & svrveror. Ths engines will bz of geeat
nower, the béilers being multitubular. The ceremony of naming the vessel was per=-
formed by Miss Sarah Ann Jones, youngeost daughtar of Mr Henry Jones, the managing
partner o the firm, A rjnging cheer a3 the bottie struck the bows of the vessel
ard the Fly 1nn Scud glided into the water, asnounrsd the success of the proceedings.
The whole of *he employés were subseguently 1nvitsd te a liberal "froting” retvesh-
ment ftzhle a¢ ihe Abbey hostelry. &t the coaclusicn of the ceremony a bamiuet was
leid at the abbey Dock Helel, Mr Eldward Davies, in the unavoidable absence of 11
myyor of Nouth (whose efforts to carry out the flecating harbour scheme are well
known) oucupied the phalw Captain Ros

(’)

vice-chaivran and durd ing the evening st
9ad the Flying Scud Wul enviausiastically drw
in appropriate tevms, !

(The Cambrian, 25 August 1876.)




RERTHYR TUDSTZL HISTORICAL SOCIELY. Histeorian,
This Lliustrated paperbaclk contais I on the his
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J'»cf,:::‘ourv(‘ L at Neath Avhe
writes on the history of the
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the history of <hie Massieg i 51
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ganal boats end cother antiquities, tramroads and public heal

. e o 96 Wensll4 1 e :
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Jopn VAN LAUN. Lioe pata.;n of past industry in

o - . B e A3 s . 1% W SN T Y. .
booklet forms an idexl companicon for the UL enthusiacs
i

« One Lg“?v that

map din tne centre chows the location of each : ettersd throughout
a nuﬂber cf line arawing !

price is SHGOULmalnglV lc Veis

(Nationar Purk Officer, Glamorgan Stresi

V. Gerwyn THOMAS, Welsh coal mines

This attracuive booklet by an acknowle X1 ¢

Zifferent collieries with full an f v ocaptio )

collieries cre in South Wales, but a few haso heen included Iro Hor+n‘"ules
coalfield in Clwyd. ALl aspects of the subject arc govered ~ gperatinns at the
face, surface buildings end machinery, transporé. disasters, and thoe nen thomselvers,
(Naticnal Museuvm of Wales, Cardiff.  45p.)

Sugan CAX

Af'ver & :”.:: utls » nistory of sail, this book consists of e
zeles [ elsh waters with an sccoupnrying
text, the text informative,

“omer Press, Llandyssul, Dyfed. £1~505)

Tewis BraITIVATTE Lancls in towns.
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Pvblished for the South ¥s
1z Beaconsfield Way, Sket

acchaeclogy Society by P.R.Reynolds,




