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V.R. Roll of Honaug, ’G?L~1918 Bo* Roberts reports that, while wait
train ”csﬂ.* v at ixeter (5t David's) station, he noticed a memorial e
the CGreat in honour of their employees who served in ¥
25,479, o al work~force served, and of these 2,524 lost thelr lives,
the stations named were Swansea,

Ol'j&,d War Ie

The men w lied were listed by station, and among
Landore, Morriston, Ystalyfera, Ammanford, Bridgend, Briton Ferry, Llang
Llandilo, Llanelly, Pont Lliw, Pontardulais, Port Talbot, Kidwelly, Nea n

Neath.
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collapsed, prices droppe ma*ica11y ’ﬂd many of the smaller mills nvnt out of busi-
ness. Mill-owners faced bankruptcy, weavers were dismissed, and the buildings abandoned
to decay. A few mills survived and are still in production, but on nothing like the
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pre~1920 scale.
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VISIT TO CWMATAN, 28 AUGUST 1974

While the
assembled at

the country was agonizing over the drought, members of the SW
¢ House confident that the crisis would soon pass. The intention wsas
to visit Cwmafa ontrhydyfen and the Miners' Museum at the Afan ﬂrgocd Country Park,
and even as we we ﬁ 2ad for our 'bus we could see the clouds gathering. We picked up
our guide, Mr Arthur Rees, at Baglan and proceeded to Port Talbot where the tour begar
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On the edge of Port Telbot we noticed a handsome four-arched bridge built to carry
the Rhondde & Swansea Bay Railway in the early 1880s. A little further on, at Blackw
wells, stone slzeper blocks from an earlier tramroad which was superseded by the RSH

had been used as coping stones on the roazdside wall. Also worthy of note were oppcr
slag blocks of a most unusual shape serving to top a chapel grave-yard wall.

On arrival at Cwmafan our first stop was the old Copper Miners' Tinplate Works.
Although it went out of production in 1942.most of the buildings are still intaect and

used for other purposes. A feature of particular interest was the Pelton wheel
installed in 1903 to drive the mills, a7uhoubh only the turbine-~house can now be seen.
Nearby are the crumbling remains of the short-lived Express Steelworks, built in 1884
and later acquired by the Copper Liners! Tlnw$aue Coe

A short *bus ride took us to an area of new housing that now marks the site o
iron and copper works of the English Conper Company. The E.C.C.
in 1876 and the works gradually ran down: the ironworks closed in
in 1902 and the erworks in 1906. The site has now been completely
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Sinece by now ¥e were well behind schedule we drove straight to Afan &rém
ourselves with a passing glimpse of Pontrhydyvfen and its v‘qducﬁﬁg nt
were shown round he Hiners'! Museum and all the exhibits
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SLT TO LLANELLI, 16 OCTOBZR 1976
About 15 members assembled at the North Dock at Llanelli on a blustery autumn after-
noon to take part to prove a most instructive tour of the remains of the
town's docks and Our guides were Dr Malcolm Symons of UWIST and Mr Harold
Prescott, Borough L
The first site to be visited was the North Dock itself. It owes its origins
: & r built in 1859-61 on the recommendation of the great Brunel 28
dock under powers granted by Act of Parliament in 1896. The f
lock was a mistake, since access was by a winding channel that needed
0 keep it open. The dock closed for trede in 1951, but there sre said

onverting it into a yachting marina. It dis now partially silted up.

arby ds the Carmarthenshire Dock, Llanelli's first dock Alexander Raby established
a sbmnplng placc on the site in 1799 for the coal tre this was enlarged in 1300 by
the Carmarthenshire Railrcad Co. In 1843 the Har%aur oners diverted the River
Lliedd thxeubn the head of the dock so as to our the nel into the harbour
Because it was cnly tidal dock it subschucrblj decline: ortance and would probably
have been filled in logg ago had it not been for the fac he river flows through it.

The third deck to be seen was the New Dock, now completely filled in, although the
approach channel is still in water. This was bullt by the Llanelly Reilway & Dock Co,
to ship coel mined by the Llangennsch Coal Co, who started operations in 1827. The deck
was opened in 1834, the first public floating dock in Wales. For a tiwe 1t prospered and
railways were built to it from other collieries, but from about 1850 onwards it went into
decline and closed after World War II.

After visiting the docks we drove to the edge of the town to the site of Penllwyngwyn
Pit. This and the nesrby St David's Colliery and Penprys Pit formed part of a major
winning of the Swansea 4' Seam planned by the Llangennech Cozl Co. It was from St Da
Collzerv that the Llanelly Railway & Dock Co.'s line ran to the New Dock, and the
from Penllwyngwyn Pit still survives as a footpath. The engine~house of St David
is still in existence and can be seen from Penllwyngwgn, but time prevented our

S

1mswﬂof1ﬂg it more closely.
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Another short drwvm and a walk along the abandoned railway leading to the Admiralty
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Aiwynct ‘bth, but on the death of
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Charles Tahoudin, who in tuin ma
his partners remained in occipati

It ceased t =]
poor drainage it was sometimes a

suggested that the son
used, point to a date in the fir ] -  ths 8
century. If so, this would perhaps indicate 2t 1t was bullt by e
1815-1820 as part of an attempt to drain the pit properly. Scott also built a rad
s for i
T

to Foxhole at this time and seems to have had ambitious plan
expectations, which, as it turned out, never materialised. ¢ th
known as Scotlt's Pit rather than by its old name of Church Pit shows that he must have

made a marked impact on it.

It wes a wet Oi ts and therefore working conditions were poor, Tate
+

roof maintenance was difficult and earnings not enough to cempensat

even though tne coa7 was ot good quality., New pits were being sunk nﬂdruy

probably drained off labour, creating a further factor in eventing of ce Ty
expansion of the plt and leading to its final cloaure. Ti n which it is situated

is referred to as "tips" in the 1846 Tithe Map of Llansamle

The coal was taken by Scott's Railway down to the wharf
Its route is marked on the 1" 0.8, map of 1830. It has been s sted tnau 11mes one
was bﬂouvnt back on the return journey and fired in a lime kiln said to have been

the celliery yard, (2) The coal workings are shown to have been extensive on a map of
) . . v o (1 . Y
0.1914;a1uﬂﬁu5h difficult to distinguish from those of other pits . (3)

Site investigation was prompted by the need to obtain further information on the
historv. Hexre the Society was fortunate in being advised by Mr Douglas Hague, RC!
who provided detailed guidance and encouragement. An exploratory dig was held on

14 September 1976, whan o group of members and "fringe" members did & hard day's work in
sunny weather. The work carried out on that occasion, and proposed for the future, is
as follows. Reference to the sketch plan will make it clearer to foll

Engine~house exterior. With the help of a Land Rover znd a lot of effort the ivy ﬁaq
removed (with the exception of that on the brick chir mmey) to prevent further dama
this way. Intrepid Robin Cole who scaled the ivy reports that the top of the build
is structurally very sound.
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On the recent dig a 7%8" rod incorporating an open hook was founde This appears te
have supported an axle for the winding gear. ! ssen a 1 A '
ly unearthed a heavy cast-iron winding wheel 1LO% 1

It is hoped that further support will be fa“th,o
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G. HUMPHRYS. E ion notes: Swansea Bay City. Zxcursion notes: the western cent
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These two leafl epared primsrily for the benefit ol s
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Departmer 5 vel 'tj College. They each contain a general outline of %
economic history of the districts in question, and route notes which give more det
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information on individual villages and sitesa Both have a generous number of
manage to get a good deal ofinformation i 0 : ;

castal strip from Swansea to Port ”albots and the west

betvmen Port Talbot, Muaesteg, Bridgend and the sea.

(Cartog
10p the pair.

u?

&, Geography Department, University College, Swansea SAZ OFPF.

|2
@
o
e g
&
\f{) .
5.4
o

6, PP« mE&QK}

stry in th® p@
the 19

gaco

Hugh Thcmaﬁ Lf*fSi

eyt 1 v My . '-!
a gruwzn i ine pgng¢LL




