
.....-<

SOUTT{ 1YEST WALES ]NDUSTRIAT ARCHAEOTOGY SOCIETT

gTTC]il,YTHm,NEWSLSETER

CY'IIDEIS}{AS ARCHAEOTSC DIWYDTANNOL DE ORLI.EJr]N CY-URU

No. 16. Jvay 1J-ll
Editor*a1 Comnri t1s6: F. G. Cowley, P.R.Re3rnold.s, }Y. I.Roberts
Prj.ee to non-rnemberst 10p.

FCRTHCOETNG EYE{TS

Saturd,ay July 2Jrd. Yisit to Egg{tp.lg. Starting tine: 2.J0 p.n"

Assenble at the Red Cor Inn ln the centre of tlandybie for a visj-t to the Ciiyrychen
and Pentregwenlais li.nekilns aad to Tirydail tinplate workg. The lead.ers wiJ.l be the
Revd. GomerRoberts, author of fHanes plryf Llandybie', the standard, history of the
parish, and 3qp Thonas, one of our nembers and author of severaL books on the history
of ilandybie and. district.

Saturd.ay August 27th. Y:-sit to Blandi.nnqfg 1ead. mines. Starting tine: j.00 p.n.
Meet Mr Michael frvans at the Roya1 Oak public house on the eastern si.d.e of the river
at Rhan&irmrJm. Vislble re.rins includ.e the zinc sulphid.e p3-aat, punping house,
crushS-ng ni1I, smelti.:ag house aad l-eveIs. It is al-so said. that there are traces of
Rouan workings i:n the neighbourhood.. (To reach Rhand-irxwyn, turn left off the A40
at Lland"overy just before enter:ing the town. ?he road. is the same one as for L1;ra
Brj-arine reservoir. )
II.B. FOR B0fH TIIESE EVINTS, PLEASE IiAnE Y01JR 0'flN tRAI\SPORT AF&}NGEI1EIItS.

If you need. help wiih a lift, please contact Idris Roberts (50::O) or Paul
Re3rnolds (zt5z5).

AlrNUAr Gm{mAt uEmINC. 1977

lhe Presid.ent of the Society, Professor F.t1ewel1yn-Jones, i-rr his ad.d.ress, took as
his thene a brdratl vier of the eeonornic inpor*a.aee of ear\r lYelsh inriustry, I.Io couatqy
was :!ore rich i.rr its variety of i.nd.ustries and. ia the developnent of parti.cular skiils
xirich provid.ed. tbe basis for tbe establishnent in the area of large noderzr planls.
However, insufficieat reeognition had been given to the efforts of earlier generatioag.

the tinplate ladustry eontinues to thrive in the &rea, although all the snsl1 miJ.3.s
have closed as a resrelt of the opening of the large BSC conpJ-oxesr Hardly a traoe nor
remains of these earJy tinplate works. the ehenioal ind.ustry, too, flouri-shes in the
forn of the masslve BP compJ.ex. Oae notabla reniad.er of the past whi-cb has aow ils-
appeared. was Dowlais i{ouse, the hoae of the Buest fa,nily or ironmastsrB. It was renowned
because of f,ady Charlotte Guestrs translatj-on of the Mabinog:ion, but more lmgortactlyl
for its role jn the d.evelopuent of the l[ert]:.5rr iron iad.ustryo

The Presidant thanked Swansea Corporatlon for allowing the soci.ety to hoId. ite neetings
in the Gui1dhal.J. during the past winter; aad also Mr Jobn Br:nt who had. nad.e the &1ynn
Vivi.an Oal.lery available at short notise. The *iffi-culQr of find.ing accomodation sti1l
remains, but aext wi.:ater the premises in Gloucester Place allocated. to the Swansea Cou:acil
for Volunta:y Serviee may be available, and. lectures aranged in eo-operation with the
Ertra-Mural Studies Department will conti-nue to be held in the Royal Institutioa.

Some iateresting aerlal viers of Scottrs Pit were shorn by Mr SarrXr Fagg. The lnfra-
red. photographic technique showed" d.istinctly areas of soil- d.isturbance.

To conclud.e the neeting the Chairnan, Mr Alun Rieharfu, j:rtroduced. Mr Hayd-en Eollowayrs
photograplric record. of the visit nade to Merthyr by the Society i:r the previous surrBer.
Entitled. r$erthyrr s lron Kingd.out , the sJ;ides $rere accompanied. by a taped, corunentary.

!T. I.R.



-2-
I{OTES AND NSWS

Ynys8ediyyn Ironrorqs. Breclccock Borough Councilrs d.erelict land. reclamation scheme
on the site of the irrcnworks is sooo to go ahead., but the well-]rnown ehiurey stack anil
arehes are to be prese:nred.. However, the partially wrecked. furnace bank is too d.ecayed.
to be worth saving and thj-s will be destroyed, The b:'ick-built ehi-nney, 160 feet h:i.6h,
and. its associated. arehes d.ate frorn 1872 and represent a final atternpt at rev:ivifying
the works which had. by then gone j.ntc d.eclj-ne because of the grorvth of the steel i-nd.ustry
on the coast. The scheme came to nothi.ng and. the ironworks closed. in 1876 with these
new build.ings unfinished.. It is i.ronie that the onee highly successful Ynysgedrqrn
Ironrvorks shouJ.d have as its nemorial these incomplete relj-cs of its final decllne.

The ttIrlr Malrlr During March
at ?onna and transferred. to
of the new WeLsh fndistrial
Canal Conpanyrs forenan for
tons. She was d.eliberately
taklng free rid.es in her and
d.uties had been to carry ash

this canal barge was raised from the bed. of the Neath Canal
Car{iff where -she is alread.y on.di-splay in the ground.s
and. Maritime Museurn. Built fn 1914 by'Si}1 Evans, the l{eath
rEs.ny years, the gII &E is 58 feet long an.d weighs about J
sunk some ten years ago because vand.alB were in the habit of
then learlng her cast ad.rift. Prior to that her nor"nal
for repairing the towpath"

lonstitutlon Hill tramay. It is still possible to find. traces of this cable-worked-
Swansea'sconstitutionHi}1.0nthesur:faceoftheroaclthe

line of the rails is sti1l visible i-a the cobbles, and at the top of the hill there is
the d.erelict wind.ing house. In April Svransea City Council d.eeid.ed to d.ernolish the
wind.ing house because j-t has been vand.alised. ald is r:nsafe to passers-by. The wa1l
bulges and has had to be propped up, and it is felt that children couJ.d. hurt thenselves
playing 1n the ruins. ?he ofirlers of the property cannot nor be traced.. ?he tranway
tras opened. j-n 1898 wlth tro ears: as one went d.own, the other went up. At the passing
plece, half way up the ki11, the track.rid.ened to double wid.th, but otherwise it was
single. Even before operations started. there had been trouble with the Board. of Traders
inspector; and when it was final.ly pronounced. serviceable it soon beeame apparent that
there was a total Lack of eustomers. In 1 901 the Corapany soId. out to a Thonas Saunders
who seems to have d.isposed. of all the equipment. An informative article on the subject
appeared in the South Wales Evenias Post for 4 May 1)JJ.

Stand,ing Conference on the Hi.story of the South Wales Va1leys. ?his recently-forrned.
bod.y is based. oa 19 ?oronto Aberfan, Merthyr Iydfi1. It exists io eacourage the study
of the h:lstory of the valleys and the preservation of record.s, build.ings and, artefaets
related to thera. Its long-te:m ain is to prod.uee a d.efinj.tive history of the valleys.
An inaugural meeting was held. oa 25 FeUruary last at which several ad.d.resses on locai
history were givea, a constitution adopted. and. a comittee elected. Membershj.p is open
to societies and. groups or to private in*ivj-d.ua1s. Further infor:aati-on fron Idris
Roberts, PauJ. Reynold.s or the Revd..Erastus Jones, Ti ?oronto, JJ Aberfan Road,, MerthSrr
Iydfi1, CF48 IFQJ.

IA Courses

1. "fndustrial Archaeologr i.n the Mid.lands", 18-23 July, Nottingha.n
- a short resldentlal course eoneentrati.ng on the early textile ind.ustql, transport,

and. the iron ind.ustry ia the east Mi.dl-ands, with visits to a number of sites.
- Cost: €29-00 plus cost of exeursioos.

2o "lYater Mill-s and. the Pottery Ind.ustryn , 23-25 September, Castleton, Derbyshire
- a weekend. course at the Peak National Park Study Centre.
- Costt S2J-00 plus.81-00 approx.for ailmissi-on fees on the excursions.

Leaflets a"nC- booki.a6 forms for these courses are available fron Paul Reynold.s.

f'Trams blr Posttr A ]ist of books on trans and nod.el tran kits for sale has been recelved.
fron the Mr:,ables Railway Co. Please contact PauJ. Reynold.s if you wouId. be lnterested. ia
seei-ng it, or sead. a large sr&.ee for your owrl copy to the Murnbles Railway Compan6r,
P.0.Box J!, Cheltenhan, SJ.os.



-3-

OtD IItrTER BOXES IN $fIAI{SEA

the first pilIar boxes in Swansea were erected. toward.s the end of 1856 in Bathurst
Street, Northanpton Place and on the Quay (The CanUrj-anr 7 November 1815). Further
boxes rere consta.ntly being provid.ed., arrd by 191h there rere at least 70 pil1ar boxes
and walJ. letter boxes in the town. However, of alL these Victori-an and. Edwerd.ian boxes
that once existed, oa\r a hand.ful .now remaia. AlL the others have been removed., the
corrrmonest rea.sons being road alterations, building d.enolition and. the need. to prorid.e
boxes witb a larger postlng aperture. The average Victorian envelope was quite a bit
smaller than rnod.ern ones, and the aperture was of a correspond.i-ng size. Tlith the
i.ncrease in the size of envelopes at the begi.nni::g of this centuqr a number of conplai:rts
were mad.e of Letters beia6 lodged. i-n pi11ar box apertures. In Swansea this change-over
seems to have occurred. ia the ear$r 19J0s to a very large extento

[he d.esign of letter boxes changed. frequently d.unng the l tth century as atteiapts were
made to iraprove ii and evolve the i-d.eaI d.esign. The d.ates of these various alterations
are all knolrn. Letter boxes are also quite often listed j.n direetoi'ies, such as Ke11yrs,
and. are. marked on large scale Ordnanee Survey Bapsr Using al-1 these sou:rces, therefore,
it is possible to d.ate any partieular letter box fairly preeisely in a great nany cases.

The surviving ]etter boxes of the Yietorian and. Edwar*ian period.s i-a Swansea only nr:aber
11, six piIlar boxes and nine lgall boxes. They are as follows:-

Queen Victoria
1. Montpelli.er Terraoe/ Constitution Hi1l. The old.est su:viving pillar box in Swensea is

"t sxnmple of the so-oalled. Anonymous Cylintirical type. It has been given this aane
because of the conplete absenee of any wording or the royal c3ryher. Note the very
sna-l1 posting slot high up r.rnder the roof. This type of box was mad.e in the years
1879-1881 by A.ndrew Handyside of Derby.

2. 1i[er:r, ?errace, Port Tennant. Wail ]etter box of a type current ia the period. 1861-1871
and nad.e by Snith & Itarkes of Binningham. The ihree snal1 holes at the bottors shouLd.
be noted., the id.ea being that any rain which found. its way in through the aperture
would. thus d.rain away.

3" Carnarthen Road. Post 0ffice. WalL letter box cast by the Eagle Range & Found:Xr Compa"ny
of tsirmiagham d.uri:tg
ia a year or hnorwl1J.
of box.

f. Chureh Park, Oystermouth, rYall letter box of a t3rye cast by W.T.Allen of Lond.on
between 1881 and1901. ?his exanple appears on the 125" 0.S. map of 1897 and caa
therefore be dated. to 1881 -1897.

the years 1E87-1901. Road wid.ening at this point, d"ue to start
probabJy nean the loss of what 1s aorad.ays a rather r:nconmon type

I ,o""" ena^npIes of a sEaILer tj(pe of A]leu
j waff box, also ilating fr"on 1881-1901"

!" Overland Road., 0ysternouth
5" ad., Moriston
7.

g.

o

10.
4'lI lr

12.

Edward. Il-If

Ystrad. !.oad, Ffos'estfach. A:e example of the first type of Edward,ian pillar box
(190t-1904) i-u which the posting aperture did nct form oart of the door. The art-
nouveau style of lettering used. at the base for the manufacturerrs name is worth noting.
Eaton Crescent
Hawthorne Avenue. Uplands
0akwooc Roao, tsr,rrnaill
SketW Avenue.

\( Four examples of the second tSrpe of Edrard.ian pillar box
( (t904-1fl0). In the former year the d.esign ras noAlfied.
( 

"o 
that the door reaehed, to the very top and j:rcluded. the/ aperture. This sas d.one to preveat letters beco'q{ng

lod"ged at the top and so failing to be eo11ected.. ?he Eaton Crescent example can be
d.ated'veryc1ose1yto19u+-1906s1neeitfirstappearSio@for1!05.

11. $.IgIs Road. Large size ra]-I box nad.e by W.l.A11en. Date: 1904-1910.

14. Technical Col.l-ege, tr[orurt Pleasant. Medium size wal] box, also nad.e by A].len. ft can
be dated. to 1909-1!10 because the bui-].ding:-n which it is instal].ed. dates fron 1909.

11. Thonas HiIL. Musbles. Smallest type of Edward.:ian letter box, cast by Allen. Unlike
ffie elabora.te arxd. attraetj.ve royal cypher.

IfD D
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NSIIEPDOGS FOB A RAIIY{AYO

Clearing the 'line il llales

Canine ntrack sensetr

ttlj-cences have just been taken out by the Great Westerrn Ra;iliray Compargr for 25
sheepd.ogs which are kept to asslst gangers in keeping certain of the va11ey lines in
the Card.i-ff , Neath, Newport and Oswestry engineeri.ng d.i-vj-sions of the systeu clear of
straying sheep. The sheep come d.own frorn the surounding hills and. find. their ray
thrcugh the fences i.nto the raj-Iway cultings in searsh of pasture, and. ln so d.oing
end.anger their own lives aad. d.elay traLns.

Ihe d.uties of the railway sheepd.og are even raore onerous than those of the shepherd.r s
d.og. It not only has to ror.md up the sheep and" guid"e thern through an obscure opening
wlr-ich it has to find., but it also has to acquj-re 'rtrack sense'r so that it may be safe
frcn passi-ng trai:rs"

?he d.ogs are trained. to answer the verbal comqan6s, sometimes given in l[e]sh, the
whistLes, ed hand. slgnals of their masters from a considerable di-stanee. But they d.o
not always wait to be told. rhat to d.o and. have often routed. trespassers long before the
gangerst arrival. They are also trained. to lcnow what the warning whistLe of a^u approach-
iag train Bearls; they give warni:rg to the perrnaneat-way ruen working on the line and will
not leave the lj:re until all .the men era clear. The I'track sensetr d.eveloped. by these
dlogs is renarkable. If caught between the sets of lines while d.rirring a sheep fron the
running Ii;ees they wiil lie d.oirn r:ntil tbe tro trains have passed..

The d.ogs begin their trala:ing at an early age, in some cases before they are six nonths
o1d., and. there are today a nunber of then rith nore then seven yearsr service on the rail-
way to their cred.j-t. They live with their masters, but the annual llceaee fee i.s paid. by
the Company. All are rnongrels of the sheepd.og type. n

(The Tinesr J February 1937.)

DA?ED STRffiT IRO}N{ORK

tr'ol-lowlng the note on this subject ia a receat issue of the Newsletter, the followtng
specJaens have been repor*eil by Gerald. Gabb, Fred. Corley anit Par.:-l ReynoLd.sl-
1. Vlctor{.a Avenue, Mr:mbles, near junction with Chapel Street. Draia eover inscribedtllirrai:n tforks 19A2t. Examples have also beea seea on Mr:mbles Roael near fhe ![ayals.
2. Stanley Street, Mumbles. Draia cover inscribed. t3.'!Y'.Si11iaas and. Son, Swansea, '19A7t,

Another example is to be found. at the jr:neti.on of Queens Road. and. Oakl-and. Road..

3. A11ey between Newtoa Road. and Castle Crescent. Sewer plate readi.ng tThe Sanltary
and 0eeonoqie Association, Eloueestert.

4- 0utsid.e Uurnbles Post Office. Plate inscribed. rswa^nsea Gas l,t.Coapany 1869, Ad.d.itionaL
exa^nples are situated. outsid.e 85 $ewtoa Road., 80 Newtoa Boad, 5tL UunOtes Road., and.
on Mumbles Road. between'![est Crose ancl Ihe Mayals (two). Doubtless a good. nany
others exi.st. Gas llghting first came to Murables and lTest Cross in'1868.

5. Gower Place, Munbles. Undated. sclrer cover reading rDsmevor Engineeri.:eg Co.,lleatht.
6. Verand.ah street, Swansea. Iron plate set in pavement. tT.W.1[i11iams, Ite1li-ngton

Found.r;r, Sransea, 1887t.

J. CromveJ-l Street, Sransea. Coalhole door: tT.W.tiflLliams, ffellington For:ndrye Swansga,,
. 1878t. An id.entical example also exi-sts i-n nearby HeatMield.. Many other such d.oors

rith different d.ates oaa be seen ia the older parts of swa"r.sea.

In ad.d.ition uany l"mp-posts in the o1d.er parts of the borough have the date east on
at the foot, although in a number of ca$es the pavement level has risen over the yearg
and. obscured. this d.ate.

?he firn of T.W.1Yi-Lliams wirich manufactr:red. a lot of this kind of irorurork had. a
found.rir in Greenfield. Street originally. It subsequently moved out to Dunvant a:rd.

, Beetag to have ceased. lysding d.uring the 1 )20s"
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I|DTSCO-\rER,Y OF A SILITM, MI}I3 IN GOWB,''

A rich va11ey

t'T.Ihile North l?ales has been bragging of its goJ.d. mines, those who are acquainteri nith
the geologieal fornations of South itlales are rather inclined. to believe that the
Silurian strata which crops out near l1and.i1o ni-ght prove as productive of auriferous
wealth as the Snowd.onian range! It is an historical fact that the Ronans worked. go1d.
fron the o1d. Si-lurian deposi.te at Lland-i1o, &d it is also a fact that the Romaas worked.
si-lver in Gower. There is; a *isused. nlne in Bi-shopstone Val1ey, froa which the Caesars
extracted silver, and it is also said. that j-n those far-off days they rorked. the silver
ore which crops out at Brand;r Cove. In more recent tines an attenpt wag uad.e to d.evelope
siLver and lead niniag near Hareslad.e Farn, but the attenpt was not very suceessful. lhe
3.ode was 1ost, and the noney spent i.n d.riving a heading from the sea, ras, to a certala
extent, thrown a;w&!o llle remember readi.ag in one of Brett Harters novels, the I'Mi]Lionaire
of Rough and. Readyx re beJ-leve, of a market gard.ener sinki::.g in hi.s gard.en f or waterr aa'd
discovering a rich gold d.eposit. I si'nifsr event has occured. at Hareslade Farn. Within
the laet few weeks workmen have been engaged. ia si.nking a rinoh or well- in the neighbour-
hood of the fa:=a. ?hey went d.own to a d.epth of 90 feet, and. had. a plentifuJ. supply of
d.e1ightfu11y pure water. But thry not only fouad. water at a d.epth of J0 feet, they went
through a silver a.nd lead lode, which previous prospectors had. been looking for. Thi.s
was a consid.erable thickaess, anrd. was very rlcb, a specialistron exartrj:ri-ng the quartz,
d.eclaring j-t to eontaj.:r fron 17 to 20 ounces of silver per ton, together with an amor:nt
of lead.. It 1ay in a slantiog d.i-rectioa in the va11ey, ana is probabJy the saue 1od.s
that crops out at Bishopstoner md we should think fron j.ts thickness and evenaess, that
it should. comme.nd the atteatioa of prospectors end those engagecl in niniag. Bra,nfrr Cove
roa;r hereafter be named. the I'Silver Glen'r. It ls re11-lgrowa that a silrer Iod.e exists lrl
the nid.d.]e head. at &fi:mb1es, but no attenpt has been nade to prove this, and. to see
whether it is worth working. It is just possible that the PeninsuLa of Gorer, if Lt ras
well prospected., uightbe for.md. a profitable district for those who seek to d.evelop the
nining of preci'ous metalso'r (Mr:Ebles Chronicle, 20 April 1ggg.)

LOTg-IE LI,I''Y DAU

For the last year or more the lower Lliw Daro near Felind.re (SN 620 OJ5) has been ia
the procees of conplete reconstruction jn ord.er to provid.e a wsekr s reserrre rater supply
for the Gla^rnorga.n lfater Division in the event of poilution or lnterrraption of supply
bigher up. Through the kind.ness of Mr Hugh Samuel, an engineer working on this project
and a member of the SWl!-lAS, it was possible for a sma1l party to visj-t the site reeently
and. i-nspect a number of features of IA interest.

?he dem was originally built in 1862-1867 by Swansea Corporatioa. By 1873 it had becone
apparent that it was leaki-ng. Since a"n alternative supply of water had to be found.
before the Lower lliw reserrroir eould. be ernptied. and. the d.ain repaired., Blaenant Dd.u
reservoir was construeted. in the aext va]1ey to the west. When i-t was completed. in 1879
repairs started. on the original d.am. ?he following year the British Association paid.
a visit d.uring their rneeti.rrg at Swansea, and a paper d.eseribing the ropair work rcas
read._on site by the engineer in charge, ndward. Cousins (tne Cami:ri-an, J1 August 1880).
In 1881 another fail-ure occurred.. As before, the reason-waf that the for:ndations of the
dam were pemeable and. the clay eore hao. been erod.ed. from below. this tiraa ihe water
level was red.uced. by about l0 feet and for the rest of its working Ii-fe the reserroir
was used. weJ-l below fu1). capaciQr.

The original dam has now been completely removed. as part of the reconstruction, but
the original d.rarrings are still available. The old overflow tunnel of d.ressed Pennani
sand-stone blocks had also been almost entirely d.estroyed. at the tirne of our visit,
although traces of it coulo sti1l be seen. Iiowever, the nost iateresting relic wa.a a
wood.en flure or channel eonstrucBod" to 1ead" the River Lliw away from the found.ati-ons of
the d.a"o, either when it was first constructed or at the tine of the 1 879-1880 repairs.
It is mad.e of pitch pi-ne and found.ed. on piles d.riven into the floor of the vaIley. It
is thought to have been built b;r sl6rwrights from Swansea. It is currentJ;r being used.
for j-ts original purpose, that is, as a temporary d.raw-off channel to 1ead. the ri.rer
away from the site of the new dam. It will eventually be submerged. oace again when the
reservoir is refi-I1ed.. The possJ-bility was consid"ered. of transferring a section to the
fndustrial & Maritine l,tuseum, but it was fe'i t in the end. that it woulC survlve better
':nd.er water. Photographs and orawi-ngs have been nad.e of it.
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Although not connected, rith the reservoir, a very iateresting building i.s to be seea
a little to the north, and. that is the engine-house of Selindre Plt. Judging by the
nasonry, it was probably erected. in about 18J0, but seems never to have been conpl*ed.
At sone later d.ate it was roofed. over and. served as a dwelJ.ing house until earlier this
year. It is of the Cornish type, slnilar to that at Scottts Pit, a^nd. seems only to
have been cornpleted as far as the opening for the pumping berm. Although d.ocunentary
evid.ence is as yet totally lacking for its history, it would. appear that Felind.re Pit
wae never worked prod"uctively after it had been sunk. Ihe amount of spoil in the
neighbourhood. ls snalJ-; the trauway leading fron the pit peters out after less than a
nile in the nidd.J-e of nowhere; and the engine-house seens to have been left r:nfinished"
Mr Sanuel rtrs al-so told a story by an i:rfor:aant in Clyd.ach to the effect that the pj-t
was sunk by a French contractor who f,aiIed to find. workable reserves of coa-l, and. that
as a result of this the coalorvners nere forced. i-nto bankruptcy. there is no written
authority for this tale, but the menti-on of the tr'rench contraetor is a piece of circum-
stantial inforuation that ad-d.s credibility to it.

This note is based. on infoz"mati-on given by Mr Sanuel at the tirae of our visit, and on
an article by G.R.Howe in the journal Concrete, tPast and present of the Lower Lliw Damt r
vo1.11, no.5, May 1977, pp.1t{--17, a account, with i}lustrations, of the h:i.etory and.
present reconstruction of tire dam. ., ! D

RECM{T L]TBAII]RE

R.E.BOV,l'g[. tThe Burry Port and..Gryead.raeth Yalley Railwayr (Carmarthenqhire An{quary,
12, 1)J6, pp.68-90. )

An iateresting and. entertaining accouut of one of the less reIl-known uineral rallways
of South Wales. The B,P.& G.V.R. orlg'inated as the Kidrelly and. LlaaeJ-ly Can&,l Co. anil.
was oonverted. into a railway by an Act of Parliament of 186j. During the 1870s it
'rstruggLed. oa its erratic, unprofitable way" ia a nshangri-La existencen, but it ener6ed.
froro this to become a highly profitabla eoncern, paying a 14/ divid.end. LrL 1921. Ra;moad.
Bowen finishes his account w'ith the take-over by the G.W.R. L^ 1922.

f.JAMES. tCarnarthen Tirplate Works, '1800-1821r (Garraaftheashire Antiquaqr,
12, 1976, pp.31-1+.)

Carnarthen ?inplate Works was established. vr 1761 by Robert Morgan, a for:uer partner at
the Ki.dwelly works. Und.er his son, Joi:n, the works expand.ed. and. ll 1800 the Horris
fanily of bankers were taken i-ato partnership. They were to pla.I a najor part in the
affairs of the works thereafter. A consid.erable arcunt of new naterial has reeent\r
become available for the history of the works in this peri-od, which reflects the growi-ng
doni.aati-on of private eaterprise by joint stock. ?he Morris-Morgan partnership was
d:issolved irl 1821 , but the works remained. j:r exisienee until 1900.

A.R.IIALL and N.SItrTH (gg€,. ) llistory of technolo$r, vo1.I. (Manse1l, 1977,)

The first of a series of annual volumes on the hi-story of technolory and. technical
processes, and their wid.er eaonomic and social relationships.

S.RIC}IARDS. fhe Rhondda & Swansea Bay and. South lyales Mlneral Railwa.rrs;
Railway; The Port Talbot Railway. (puUlished. by the author
frou 1$ john Peary, Swansea" 75p each.)

lhe Cardiff
and available

these three booklets foma the first j.re a series whieh aj-ns to supply short histories
of some of the South Wales railway companies whleh are not already covered. by the welJ.-
knowa Oalcwood. Press series. Unfortunately they fa1l far shor! of that series both as
regards d.epth of coverage and. sta;rd.ard.s of prod.ucti-on. The i.nfornation given on\r
provid.es an outllae of the history of each eonparJr, but seeus to be accurate so far
as it goesr Each booklet eosts /!p which seens rather expensive for r+hat it is.
In particular, the stand.ard. of the illustrations is very disappoi-nti.:ng.

Publisheil for the South West
12 Beaconsfield. Way, Sketty,

WaLes fnd.ustrial Arehaeolory Soci.ety by P.R.Re3rno1ds,
Sransea SA2 9JR.


