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Mr 1,{.N. Jenkins:

{ttre :naustrial
vaL1ey and k11
this subject jn

Hrl1 Du quarzXring

a:rd. general history of the
Du. Mr Jenki-ns pubJ-ished.

Bishcpstoa
an articie on

Soth the aboye neefiags will be held. in th,e Rbyal Institution of South YTales
(Swansea Muser:n) and. wiJ.J. start at J.00 pon

Gower XXIIlm, 1977.)

Mr L.C. Ince; The Neath Abbey Ironworks
(Laurence Ince has studierl the history of ihis inrportant
site extensi-vely, as a result of which he has recently been
award.ed an M. Sc. by the Universilv of Bath. He has published.
an article on the j-ronworks i.n lnd.ustriai frqh4egkff. )

Dr Brahan Humphrys wiil lead. aa excursion to Maesteg and.
the Llyofi val.ley. It -{-,-i11 be an ali-d.ay tz-i,o, but with
a fai.rly early i'etur:l. Ful] d-etails will follow Later.

.A$NS.AL CTNBAT MEHMNS

The Societyt s Annual Oeneral Meeting rri11 be held in the Royal Institution on

TUESDAY, SPRIL 3RD,7.GO P.M.
tho agenda wilJ. be the sane as ia previous years, and copies w'ilJ. be availablle
at the neetiag. Any uember who walts an advance copy is asked. to send a stamtrled.
and" ad.d.ressed envel-ope to FauJ. Beynold.s" Please send nouinations for the various
officers and comro:ittee posts to ldri.s Roberts, ed also advise him if there i.s
any matter whj.ch you wish to raise at the neettng.
After the forraal business of the neeting there will be an opportunity for neabers
to show any slid.es of 1A or looal history iaterest that they ray w"ish to bring
aIong. It is to be hoped. that uany members will take this opportunity of shari-ng
their sli.d.es with other nenbers. Alternatiyel;, if ycu wouLd. prefer to shaw post-
eard.s or photographs, tables will be mad.e avaiLabLe at which tbese can be spread. outo

It wouJ-d. be appreciated. if you wou1d. inforn either Hayd.en Holloway or Paul
Reynold.s f you intend. to contribute in this way. ?hi-s is so as to help us plan
an i:rterestiag evening for you. 0f eourse, theret s nothing to stop you just
turning up rith some s}:id.es i-f you find. that you are not able to give advance
uotiea, but in any case,

E,T ?,1 Q Ei rfrDv mn 
^nr\r:r 

IMg! 4Ll !U VUilD.



-2-
OtTiER AI{N OUNCr$dEIf I

Bristol lA Conference

The 10th annual conference of westera i:rtlustri.al archaeolory societies is to be he1d.

at the Keynshan Leisure Ceatre (near Bristol) on Saturday, 24th March. As usual, the
p"ogrr*nJwil1 eonsist of contributj.ons frorn participating societies, and. there wiIL
ie it*ti" d,isplays and a'book stall. ?he fee is 52-50 per person, whi.ch inslud.es
br:ffet lineh, noirring coffee, and. aftenrooa teao

If, you are Qljnkjng of coningr or wouJ.d. Ulre nore i.nfor"aation, please contact ld.ris
Boblrts, 6rove CotIage, Gloueester Flace, Munbles, Swansea (teteptroae SOflO).

Railwavs e"rrd. canals in the Poak District
DetaiJ.s have been received of tro coursas on these subjects to be held. concuffent\r
at the Pealc National Park Stu{y Centre, Castletonr aear- Sheffield'1 from Mond.ayr2St&,
tr4ay to 3r{.day, 1st Juae. Both eonsi.st of ful1 or part-day fie1d. visits to relevaat
sltes in the 1oca1ity, combined with talks by enthusiasts in the evenings. The
cost of the courses is not stated i.:r the brochures received.. Further d.etails fron
PauJ. Reya.old.s (address on back Fate).

Any offers ?

Mr E.D.T, Williaas (Maedygnydd., Poystoa Cross, Haverfordsest Sn52 J+DU) has a book
rrrhich he wishes to saIL, and. has rritten to ask whether rembers of our society right
be interested.. It is Exarsples of brifue and viad.uct construction by Tfillian Davj.s

Hasko11,2nd.ed..(t.octcwffiaejciiuesitasconsistirrgotla.5p1ates,with
upward.s of 550 esti-aates and the practice of settiag out works, end. incJ.ucl5ng sone
brid.ges a.nd. viad.ucts in south $fales. The cover i-s not in a very good. eond.ition, but
it is sai.d. other.v'rise to be couplete. If anJrone i-s i-nterested, please make a reason-
ab].e offer to Mr t$illians"

Anv infornation ?

Llanel1i Borrugh Council. is ia the process of developing a country park withia the
forrer Royal 0iAnance Factory eoapJ.ex at Pembrey. ft is hoped. to gi.ve the general
public sone id.ea of the wor*ing history of the area, If anyone has det{tiled. loowled.ge
of the factory, such as the exact nature of the processes involved, or sources of
further inforsatioa, the Borough Planning 0fficer rould. be glad' $o loow about i-t.
It is uaderstooa that the site was first ileveloped. ia 1881 as Nobelts Dynauite Works,
and. was the site of the 8.0.F. fron 1$14 until 1ts closure in'196lr-.

Apparentlyr pr-ior to the closure of the factory, there ras a considerable aeount of
extril:-t:-on material used by the factory for demonstration Purposes. Th:is was removed
and. the Borough Council is anxious to trace its present whereabouts, since d'isplay
materi.al of this kind. would. be extreneJy usefu] in the proposed ind.ustrial Iluseum.

If you have aly inforaation on these subjects, please contact^the.Borough Planning
officer, Mr D.C. Daviesr 5 GoriagRoad., L1aae11i. (telephoae 58181).

SMITHTS CA}IAI IN 1811

In 1812 Danlel Carless lYebb published. an accoutrt of his Foqr excursions lo-various
nartsofGreatBritaiaintheyears1810to1812.t1istas

s arrival., ras the Snithrs Cana1. i{is
entry is oi interest with regard. to the way the canaJ- was worked. -and. the working cond.-

i-tions of the ren:-
ttA Ur. Smi-th is the owrer of a nine in the neighbourhood., nhere coal is raised'
by steam-eng'ine froua considerable d.epth. He is al-so sole proprietor of a canal
fron his coal-works to Swansea; the distance is about three niles. fwo nen will
hauL a barge fron this pit, contailing Two wey of coaIs, ed enpty it, for three
sh5-11ir.gs" At this laborious enploy they wilJ- eam four shil1ings aacl six penoe
per dieE...n

,the 
book is in the library of the Royal lnstitution (Swansea Museum)o

G,F. Oabb
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gNtBE COLIJS,Y: A $H0RT HfSt0BY

Last year the site of the Pentre pit which overlcoks the Land.ore playing field.s
ras laad.scaped and. the last remai:ring traces of what rlust have been the longest
conti-nuously operated. colliery in the Swansea district rere obliterated.. ?he 3ryn-
hfryd, Treboeth, Land"ore and" Plasnarl areas have been uined so j-ntensively eno for
such a long period that it is extremeJ;r difficult to esiabli-sh an exact chronolory
for the various u:rd-ertakings ano. j.:n some cases to d.ifferentiate one und.ertaicing
frcm another. This is partieularly true for the ei-ghieenth century when deep nriniag
for coal j-a this area began. It is proposed. in tbis article to attenpt to chronicle
the uajor lsrolm facts about the history of the Pentre co1Ii.ery in the hope that it
will be an aid. to those engaged- in fie1d. work and locar studies and a sii:nuJ.us to
further researeh into the nining h:-story of the &re&o

-Vttn

"1a"fifffig
Teotl,

Co

The Pentre co11ieq7' began
its history at a site about
half a nile to the soutii-
west of the later site. ft
operated. at least as early
as 1745 when it was owned. by
fhonas Price, the squire-
coalowner of Penllerr-gaer.
0a his death in 1 768 tire
colliery passed to his son,
Gnrffydd. Pri.ce, but vras
fouad. to be I r:nrrorkabla
w:ithout a fire or steau
engi-net. An atuospheris
engine probably of Swary/
Newcomen t;rpe was accord'inglgr
erected. jn the same year.
Gruf{yd.rl Price worked the
ci]Iiery unii]- December 1 787
when prod.uction was averagieg
10 11+57 tons a year in ad.ditioa
to coal soid at the pithead..
At his death the fire engine
and. other nachi.nery was valued.
at S1 ,200. For a nu&er of
years, however, the col1iery
had. been rr:ru:ing at a loss
and. i:a Janua:1' 1788 Gruffydd.
Price sub-iet it to fhomas
lockwood and. John Moris,
copper smelters. They- found.
the coa]. exhausted. and. were
forced. to sink much deeper
tno of the pits begr:n by
Price, to ereet another
engine and. rto make trnro new
turu:.els or stone drifts for
the purpose of getting at
the remaini.:ag eoai on or
r:nder the said. 1and.st. 0ver
the next seven Jtear.q producti-on

N

,fwaase;

4 %r,''e
'tnt

The Swansea area shoTing the oriein+I site of rose to aa' anauaL average of
the Pentre co li-efrr- ( Yates. 179q). 16r39t* toas (A.H. John, The

I*dr"tli-r]. D"o"lopr*ot q{
South lYa1.es, 1750-1850, Card.i-ff , 1950, pp. 36-37). A recffi
ianprovements between llamrary 1788 and November 1795 shows that S1 ,583, .lJs. .id..

had. beeer spent on Yraggoryrays and. a wharf ; g1 ,585 1Je. Jd. on pits and d.riFts;}59
17E. 9d. on repairint an old Ieveli a&d sl ,253 9g. 84. 6n erectiag aa engi*a - 3
total of €l"r58J 17g. 09. (Universi-ty Couese of Ewaniea tibrary, llorris ]dS,
smail notebook).

NS
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Prineipal pits and other features in the Land.ore/Brynhyfryd,/freboeth area

?he colLiery riith its new d.eep slnkings and other improvements had. already beg::n
to attract the tourist. In 1791 E.D. Clarke hired. an open chaise at $wansea and. drove
to the mjne. His obserryations rrere record.ed. in his Tour published. h 1793:

't?he entrance is vaulted, and. perfecti;r leve}, and continues so for about
one hr:ndred. yard.s, when our guid.es made us tur':: off to the right, to a
sort of stairease, which they call the horse-road. 3y tiris we descended.
to the d.epth of eighty fathoms, &d cane to a spaei-ous area, where the
ra!-ners were sending up the coal in baskeis, through a shaft, to the vaulted.
leveJ. we had just quitted.. It is there,out into carts, with fri-ction wheels,
and drawn by oxen to the nouth of the ni.n.e... We dia not proceed. nore thao
half a rn:ll.e r:nd.er ground.; but were sufficiently fatigued. with the excursion.
If a person has spirit and. strength sufficient to explore the whole of this
mins, he woul-d have above three niles to walk in these glooty abod.es...n

About ten years later another tourist, the Rev. J. Evans, visited the lajrre and left
his inpressions of it in his To,:r published in 1 804:

"The vihol-e ldll is fuLl of coa1, sd is obtaj-ned. by what niners term open
auditsp i.€. horiaontal shafts driven into the hj-Ll, which foru levels for
d.raining the work, as well as y{ays for the delivery of the eoa1. fhese are
rithfu some vertical shafts, beneath these levels, ed whinsi-es have given
way to a more philosophical and exped.itious machi-ne, the improved. stea.m engine
of Bolton (sic) and. Watt. One of these aud.its, ivhi-ch we iraceC about a mile
in length, admits low waggons, ho1&ing a chaLd.ron each, which ninning on an
iron railway, one horse with ease d.elivers at the quay.n

Exactly when the new pit at Pentre If was sunk near Brynhyfryd. square has not been
firmly established. A plan in the Bad:ui:iton col-lection of manuscripts in the Nationai
LibrarXr of lYales (laauinton l[S. 1)+5L, Oroup If) shows that pits had aJ-ready been sunk
on the si-tes of the later Pentre and Cwm pi-ts as early as 17J6 but the plan shows
them being rvorked. by windJ.asssso ?hey had. probably been aband.oned. before the end. of
the eighteenth centu:y. Aceord"i-ng to the Brynhyfryd. antiquarian, the late L1ewe1lyn
t1ewe113rn,PentreIIrassunkin1B07(reportofa}ectureinC@,
31January1916)and.itsfirstBana8erwasMr.JohnJered*,@
lYillian Jereniah, rthe welL-hnonn BrSrnhyfryd. trad.esrnar:,r. Mr. I,lewe11yn may well have
been corect since there are several pieees of evidence which suggest that the new
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pit had. been sunk some time jn the first quarter of the niineteenth centurSr.. In
i8tt, for example, an ac.vertiSement in ?he Cambrian (11 April - 11 May 1811) gave

notiee that Fent"6 (f) was to be sol-a u}ffi-Ea deseribed lt as ra oapital
co1lie:y... extendirrg und.er 4O0 acres of $ood., free-burning bitunfuous eoa1, in two
vei-ns of six and thpee feet, which have been fuJ-ly proved"; with the eng:ines, erect-
ions, nachinery, md powers sufficient for the working and raising of 501000 chald-
rons annua113', with rail-road.s to the shipping 1)1aces...r fn Decenber 182J The
Canbrian refers to a n-ew vej:r of coal being struck at tthe o1d. Pentre colliery once
ffirated'forsuperiorcoa1l.The'o1drmayofcourseon1yrefertotheageof
i;he coliiery and. not iadicate that a new pit had been sunk elserrhere. But two
further pieces of evidence seen to suggest that the new pit had. been sunk by this
tine, on the site of Pentre II near Brynhyfryd. square. The Ce.mbrian of 5 June 18J0
d.esribed the opening of ran iraproved railway ana self-acting iraclined. pLa:re, of
near\r half a m:i1e i-a length, connecti-ng the Pentre colliery, the property of the
Irandore Co]}iery Company with the Swansea Canal. ighe planer, conti.nues the report,
tis nuch flatter than anyhting before seen in this part of the eor:ntry, being at arr

inclination of onJy about tiro inches i-n a yard.; it i,s renarkable for having j-a its
length two curves, somewhat j:r th shape ofl a letier S, which the engineer thought
necessary to adopt to avoid. a d.eep ravine on one sid.e and a hill on the otherr.
(Forafu11tra^rrscri.pt,seethenotebyMr.Pau1Re1mo1d.sinS}fl[IAS@5,
i'euruary 1974.) ft shou].d. be noted. thai the &istance from Pentre ll-i[-ffinal is
just short of hal.f a niJ.e whereas the d.istance from Pentre I to the cana"l would
have been about one mile. Furthernore 6n1y a tramway eouing fron Pentre II to the
canal wou1d" have f,ormed. an S shape, the rd.eep raviner being the land falli:rg away
east and north-east to Cwn Level Road. and i:rto the chhnnel of the Nant-rhyd.-y-filiast
and. the thillr bei:rg the land on which the present Upper Si-loh Roe.d is built. ?he
tramway from Pentre II to the canal is rnarked. on the tlangrfelach Tithe map of 18J8
and. the ploi on vrhich Pentre If ras sunk is referred to in the scheclule as a coal
Xard, owned. by Calvert Richard. Jones and. occupied. by WiJ.liarn lewis.

There were a number of fatal acci.d.ents
at ihe colliery i:l the forst half of the
nineteenth centuqr'. In Jani:ary 1815 two
raen were kilied and. five burned. by a fire
d.amp explosion and in December of the sane
year tnro men were d.rowned. (The Ca.mbrian,
5 January 1816,20 Deeenber-T81-6fl ln
November lSJBtwo roen were ki}led. and. one
severely injured. through refusing to use
a safety lanp and. i,l: July 1840 three were
ki11ed. and seven severely injured. by an
explosion when they incuatiously took the
eases off their safef lanps to have more
light when they struck j:rto an o1d. worki-ng
where gas had. accumulated. (n.l.Ga11oway,
A:onal.s of coal qirr:gg (London, 1904), Yo1.
Z, pp-.1oTEf

Acci.d.ents of this kind. were commonplace
in the coalfield.s of England. and lYa1es at
thj-s tine and. pronpted. Parlj-ament to leg-
islate on safeQr in mines. One clause ia
the Mines Regulation a^nd. Inspecti-on Act
of 1850 made compuJ.sory the observanee of
certain general safety rules in the oper-
ation of coal rnines. the tj-tIe page of
the General and. Specia-l Rules to be ob-
served by the owner, agent and. workmen of
the Swansea eollieries of Messrs. Yivi-aa
and" Sons i.s reprod.uced here. By this d.ate
je53) ti:e Yivians, to ensure a coal supply
for their Hafod- Copperrrorks had. become
proprietors of the pits at Pentre, Mynydd
Newyd"d.-, Cw'n LeveL, Callandr s, Pentrefelen
and. Cathelid.. Arthur Pendarves Vivian

SWANSEA CCILIgIEBIES.
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visited the first five of these pits in 1868 and. has left short technica-l accounts
of his visits i.:a a Coal Account Book now preserrred. jrr the Glamorgan Reeord. Office at
Car*iff (MS. /n eC/51). ?he report on Pentre is particularly interesti.ing a:rd.
d.eserves to be quoted. in fu1l:

'r1be Pentre Pit is si:nlc d.own 72 fathons on to the 6 foot to win a J.arge bit
of ground. j.rr this vei-n whish has not been touched. besid.e what can be gou out
of the o1d workj,ngs. A d.rift has been d.riven in the 3 f1". vein stll]. lower
d.own in the rreasures, which is to serve as the watercourse and drain of th:is
colJ-iery and. at our bound.ary this d.rift has only been late1y opened. out again,
but it is an o1d drift nade by the old people but filLed. up liJce a gob with
nrbbish, not open prabably for a centurXr and. the rubbish now forms a solid.
concrete nass like (t), ttrough not so hard as if entrenched (?). This colliery
w'i11 probabll' 1ur" to be ventilated. by d-rirring Mynydd. Nerryd.d. down to 6 ft. (now
oaly sunk to the 5 f t.), a d.epth of 76 fathoms betweea these two vei-ns. The
rinding engi.ne on the top of the pit is a head. aotion instead. of the usual para-
11e1 notj,on carried. out by rod.s. The nain d.rift of the colliery wiJ-J. be driven
through nany upthrow aad d.ownthrow faults golng north, and will work the 6 tt.
veil below to the so1id., in the sarne ground. in which Cwn Level has already
i,vorked. the 5 ft, above. For this reason we went there next to see the nature
of this ground. rl

In the last quarter of the nineteenth centurXr the technical problems ir:inted. at in
this report were causing serious &lfficulti-es. In 1888 there were 277 men working the
3 f,eet and two feet seams at the Pentre, but in 1891+ uining was aba,nd.oned. r:ntiI a new
sinking had. been nad.e to lower seanrs. In the remaining years of the centurJr the total
rorkforce nurbered. less than 100 - usually about 50 below gror:nd. and 20 to J0 surface
workers. Mining was agaia discontinued. i:r 1904 but the pit was f,€-cpened. i:r 1!10 by
Trevor Glasbrook Richard. and his associates. Ylorld. tlar I and. the post-war boom gave
a new but short lease of life even to a colliery like the Pentre whose working had.
been bed.evilled. by geological faults and. flood water, The South Wales Coal Annual
of 1925 record.s the Pentre Collierj-es and. Brickworks Ltd.. as employing l5O persons in
that year, but the end ras nearo The inne*iate cause of the closure was the abandon-
c.ent of putrping at Cailand.ts Pit. CalJ.andts lay about 450 yard.s east of Peni;r.e (see
rnap). It first operated" as a coa-1 pit i:l the early nj.::eteenth century but'acquj-red.
its engi-ue house and. nagnificent Cornish bean engi^ne i-a 1858. Theredfter it acted. as
a sump for the neighbouring coal m.i:les. lYhen it stopped. punpirlg the fate of the coal
ni;nes of the lower Swalsea valley ras sealed.. Pentre was the first victi-n of the f1ood.
water aad. ras officially closed on 23 March 1926.

In the folJ.owi-ng generation the d.eeaying engine louses of Pentre and. Cal1and.r s pits
and the j.ns]ined plane with its abandoned. trans beca,ne an unofficial adventure play-
gror:nd. f,or 1oca1 children. The evid.ences of industry have only verjr slowtlr been re-
moved.o The site of the Cwn pi-t was leveLled and. the Rornan Catholj.c church of Saiat
Peter built on it in 1927. The stack of the Pentre pit was brought d.own i:r the 1950s
and. the i:rclined plane levelled to fo:u the tand.ore playing field.s in the 1950s. ?he
renai.ning build.ings of the Pentre pi-t were leveLJ.ed. and. the area landseaped last year.
Now all that renains of an industry which begaa in the Mid.&1e Ages is the roofless,
half-buried. sheI1 of the eogine house of CalJ.andrs pit. It ls worth re-excavating and
preserving"

f am i-nd.ebted, to a numbbr of people for materiaI incorporated. into this articie:
to Mr lY.C. Rogers, Mr J.lll.Davies, }{r Paul Reynold.s a:rd. Mr lI.L. Thonas. I owe special
d.ebts of gratitud.e to Mr Hayd.en Itolloway who drew the second nap and to Mr I. Bryn
Richard" who kindly allowed rae to reprod.uee his fine d.rawing of the Pentre pit i:a 19?Q.
This oay be compared rrith Mr Richard"ts s1igh.!1y later d.rawing reprod.uced. 1n Mr N.L,
Thomas, The story of Swanseats d.istricts and. villages (Swansea, 1967)" Mr Richard.
began his career as a uirring surveyor at the .Dentre pit and fater becane architect to
the Llwchwr Rura] District Cor:aci1. ft is hoped. to feature another two of his drawings
in future issues of the Newsletter and. give a fuJ.ler biographical notice of the artist.

F. G. Cowley
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SCOTTTS HIT: RECB{T EB.0G?ESS

1i[e are now in the fifth ncoth of the Manpower Serrices Com:uission scheme using
gnemployed. people to carry out the excavation, conservatlon and land.scap5-ng of the
site. The team, under Mr E. Phi1J.ips, is working very well, although the bad weather
has d.e1ayed. work, particularlv on poi-nting. The si.te already looks very attractive
and one ca.n erivisage it a-< part of Heol. Las Park, which 1s the long-te:m proposal and
the reason for the City.Cowrcil d.ecid.ing to acquire it. This wi}1, of ccurse, a'l5e
ensure i.ts long-ierra presenration.

A major &i-scovery on site has been the base of a Newcoaen or "haystack" boiler on
tire south (or M4) siae of the eng:ine house. (See plan opposite.) fnis find. has been
confi3med. by Mr Bichard. Keen and Mr Douglas Hague, ed investigations are being made

as to how i-t operated.. It appears to have supported. a large boiler with a circular
base of about 13 ft. dianeter, &d it has a tunnel under:oeath connected. in soue way
to the shaft, which is as large as the original ti:nnel totre furnace house. Despite
eccavation of the furrrace house, there is no evidence to confi::ra this yet, and its
structure and. relationship to the tunnel and pit remain a puzzle.

Space w'111 not allo'r me to expand. on other find-s, but if nembers would. come along
to the Society digs they could help explore the renaining features. I an afrai-d. tirat
I remain rather di-sappointed. at the lack of support fron the membership for this
actirrity, and. hope that you will be able to nake at least one of the fcllorring d.ates:

MAR6E 10 AIRIT 28 MAY 12 rJl'{3 2f

B.C. Fagg

rNpusqRlAt AxciIAEoroeY rRArts

A few years ago the Society, in conjr:nction wi-th Swansea City Plannilg Departnent,
pr"od.uced. a couple of trail-s on the IA of the tower Swabsea Ya11ey and. Morristoa.
1n the past year a snalJ. group of members have been working on further trails of a

similar nature and it is hoped. that they will start to appear fairly soorl. As w'ith
the previ.ous trails, the ir.foraation aad irriting has been the responsibility of the
Society, and. the City Cor:nci1 riLL havethern p:znted. arid. d.istributed..

The first of the tra:iJ-s to appear w'iJ-J. be on the coal n:iaj-ag industry and. its
:rsm&'ins in the L]-ansarn]et/Zj.rchgrove area. It is hoped. that this will be ready
next month. It wiJ.l be fbllosea in d.ue course by further trajLs oa the Cwnbwrlar/
tr"foresifach area, the Penclawd.d.r/Gowerton area, the Hafod., Bqphyfrya/],Jang*e1ach,
the Clyne Va11ey, lfi1vey HiIL and. Saint thouaq and. Oyster"mouth ( although not
necessarily in thi-s ord.er). lt is expected. that the price will be i-n the regioa
of 20p per trai3.

ANI$UAL SSBSCR]HIICNS

Subscniptioas for 1)J) laave been coming i:r we}1, but there are sti1l a nr:nber
which appear to be outstanding. If you are still j.:n arears, please let the Hon.
Treasurer, Paul Re3rno1d.s, have your renittance as soon as pcssible. The rates
are €1 -5A a year, or 75p for full-time stud.ents and OAPs"

150 YEASS Aso

rgI[O]fiAS BOWIII, late fron Found.er

Quayr Swansea

Begs to returtr his aincere thanks to his Friend.s and ti:e Public for favours alrea$r
reeeived, and respectfully to infor:n them that he has d.isposed. of alJ. his STOCK and
BIJSINESS to the 0SlRI6tI F0WDRI, STtsA}ID, SW}IISEA, conducted. by W. lifilkes, where
casti.ngs of every d.escr.frption are supplied. on the shortest notice, the superior
quality of which uust ensure a conti-nuation of public patronage.

f.B. takes leave to i:rfora his Frj-end.s, that
SItsVEYOR And. BUILIB. in gen€r&L.. rl

he has resumed his fonner business of

(The Carnbrian 17 January 1829)



-1 0-

W
NEATH iINTIQU,IAIAIi S0CIiITY. Transacti.orlfr , 1978

the prerrious volume of the Neath Antiquarianst transactions proved to be nost
successful and" rapidly sold out. The latest volume al-so d.eserses to be equal\r
popular, si:rce it includ.es a wealth of interest on the history of Neath and' its
eiitrici, some of the articles i:r particular marking a positive step fonrard. in
establishing an accurate historica] record. cf the torvn. Among these are tirree
articlesrall with a bearing on ind.ustrial histo{I, b which Harry Green uses the
original d.ocuraentary evid.ence to investigate and correet the existing record.
They are 'Penrhiwfim ironworks and Eaglesbush coa1t, rMe1i.:ncryd.d.an copperworks and.

villaget a1d. rBriton Ferry j-ronworks: a nyth Cestroyedt. T}:e importa.st roJ.a played.
by the Quakers in d.eveloping the ind-ustries of Neath and. Swansea is d.escribed. by
6eorge Eaton, and Geral.d Gabb looks at early operations on the V"Ie of Neath Railway.
There arE ireny other contri.butions besd"ies these. ?he voLu:le is strongly recomnend.ed"

and represents good. value at 51-10, although in ord.er to allow this low price to be
possible sone economies have had. to be rnade in p='od.uction which are most noticeable
in the reprod.uc$ion of the illustrations.
(gbtainaUle from: Mr George Eaton, 7 Cinla Road., Neath. t1-5C, post free.)

G01ftr, voI. XXIX , 1 ,a78

This i-ssue is regrettably somewhat sli-mmer than we have becone used to in recent
years, ed a d.ifferent prlnting process has been used. for ihe first time, although
the effects of the latter change are barely noticeable. Three articles in particular
in this issue have a bearing on locaL ind.ustrial history. in rA teroporary extension
of the Srstez'morrth Railwayt , Gera1d Sabb presents evj-d.ence to show that thj-s llne was
briefly extend.ed. j.:a its ear'ly years frou Oysteraouth to the limestone quarries at
Southend. ?he furore sumound.ing the introd.uction of building bye-laws to Swansea
in 1859-50 is d.escribed. by Franke Claybrookets r$va:nsea houses - the firsi buildj.ng
byelawst. Thlrdly, the development of the Lower Lliw and. Bl-aennant Ddu reservoirs
forms the subject of tswansears earJ.y water supplyt by Gord.on R.. iiowe. fn ad.d.ition
there is the usual selection of interding articles on all aspects of Gower,

("A.vai1ab1e fron bookshops or Swansea Museumo €1-00. )

I,LiYC]I1[H. S0CIEY MAGAZSIE, ''ro1. IYr 1978

The latest issue of tiris d.uplieated. nagazine contains the usrral assortment of si:ort
articles on the history of Gorseinon, Gorverton and toughoro Griff ldward.s recoi:nta
sone 'Tal.es of old. Elbat and. Tom l,{assey and W.5. Minci:-lnion offer rThe history of
the bus transport i-ndustry in the Gorseinon arear, Also includ.ed are ariicfes oa
church history, ed.ucation, geologr and natives of the area who have disiing:uished.
therasel.ves in various wayso

'ffA.LnS t0lJRIS? BOA&D. Y7a].es: a gl-j-npse € the past

lhis attractive littel book is sub-titled "A touristrs guid.e to ind.ustrial trails,
slate quaries, aines, ni11s...{ and. this, rvith the ad.Cition of brid.ges, raiJ-ways and
eanals explai:rs i.ts purpose very we11. lnteresting ind.;rstrial sites and trails
throughout Tfales are d.escribed. and- j-1iustrated., and a surprising a"mount of infornatian
about each local.ity is fitted. j-n for the size of the book. Thj-s historicaL iafoztation
nay not be accr:.rate i.:r every respect, but the book seems to serve its prinary purTose
very we1I, to indicate the principal areas and. sites of IA interest for the visitor"
Swansea is well representeo with Scottr s Pit and. the Lorver Swansea Yalley ?raiI, and.

there are ilteresting sections on Aberdare, Merthyr, the Rhondd.a and severaL areas of
Gwent. The book is wel1 d.esigned. and. p:'inted and sells at a mod.est enough price .
Subject to the above cauiion about its reliabllity, it ought to form a useful guide
when planning oner s holid.ays or d.ays out.
(euUlished. by the Tlales Touri-st Board., Car&iff, and available fron bookshops" 50p.)

fublished. for the South West lTales fndustrial Archaeolory Society by P.R. Re;molds,
12 Bea0onsfield. 14tay, Skett3r, Swansea SA2 9.IR.


