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SUI{MEB EffI'RSlCNS

Mr Darrid. Morgan rill be our guide for an evening walk in Dr:nvant.
Ile wi].l show us some the sites which he described. in h:is
fasci-aating leeture on Dunvant and. its collieries ear1ler thLs
j€Afo

I6eet lrr Dr.mvent $quare at J p.m. outsid.e Ebenezer chapel.
Bhere is ad.equate car parki:rg space nearby. It is i.:eteacLecl to
foLlow the trauway to Killaa plt, eentinue to Perlan colliery
and. briekworks and end. up at Klondyke Valley purBing hortse.

Forest of Deen: a frrlI-day coach trip led by Mr P.G.Battenbu:5ro

Booking forus and ful1 d.etails n:iIL be sent out Rearer the dey"
The route j.s to be Cbepstow - ?i-nterrl - lThiteeJ-if,f - Dark HiJ.l -
Parkead. - I{rdaey. Make a note i-n yor-1r d.iaries arrd. keep this.
date free for vlsiting this very popular areac

PBSONAIT}

At the Annual General Meeting on April lrd., Mr Alun Richards stepped d-own as
Chairuan after three yearsr faitMuf- serrri.ce in that offiee, His place has been
taken by Dr 3'red. Cow1ey rho must be well known to alJ- our uembers and is an enthus-
iastic researcher into bottr jadustrial history and ned.ieval church history. He is
also a regular contributor to thi-s Newsletter, hj.s article on the Pentre pit in the
last issue having attracted. a good. d.eal of i.:rterest"

We are very sorry to have to say goodbye to Mr Barry Fagg who has moved to take irp
a post near Nottinghamo His enthusiasn and. enerry have contributed. a lot to the
Society over the past few years. His nain achievenent has been the Scottrs Pit
project which he encouraged, the Society to r:nd.ertake and. which he has d.'irected and.
publici-sed ever si.ce. Thmugh his position in the Guildha11 he was able to act as
linlman between the SocietSr and Swalsea City Cor:nciJ. in the cooperative project of
publlshing traiJ.s for various parts of the city. ?he new Chaiman and. a few other
members recently sade a small preseatation to Barry i:r the naroe of the Society,
sonething that was thoroughlr d.esenredo

FortuaateJy another member, Mr C1.iff Ald.en, has stepped- forward. to take over as
Supervisor of the Scottr s Pit pro ject, and. und-er his guid.ance it i-s hoped. that the
scheoe wi3.] be substantially fi-n-ished. later this yeat. In future, for any natters
relating to Scottts Pit, please contact CLiff Ald.en dt S6g Heol Las Road., Birchgrove,
Swansea (telephone 781 335)"
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dorrann ITARTI'I

By 1850, Martin Street, Morr:iston had been so named. (1). It seerns likely that
tiris connemorates Edward. Martin, a nan whose achievements d.eserve wid.er acelain than
they have so far received. In nost of the scheraes for d.evel-oping collieries and
ind.ustrial transport in the S'iYansea area between tne 1780s aird. hi-s d.eath in 1818,
he played. a part. -flhat follows is tittle more than a cataiogue of this i-nvolvement"

Edward. Martil came from Martynd.ale i-n Cunberland (Z), a,rd. )n 1787 is mentioned as

co11iery agent to John SnLlth of Gn'ernllirynchwyth on the occasion of a serious explos-
ion in the latterts PwlI Uawr pit (f). Ia 1-l)J he is again referred. to as acting
for Snlth i.ri reraoving several gravel banks in the lower tarie (4). Yfith the con-
structioa of "Morristorynn ia the xdd.-1790s he seens to have settJ.ed. there, for in
the thj.rd. issue of fhe Ca^nbria11 (28,lanuary 180lr) he is ad.veriising collieries for
sa1e-oneithersiEffirryRiver.and.d'escrj.binghi.mse1fasacoILiery
itspeetor from Morriston. ile sank Rr11 Mawr, Brlizcoch for J.T. Prioe, trthe first
ileep pit i:r the cor:niry" (4). He became the Duke of tseaufortrs colliery a6ent for
lfales j.n which position he seens to have been succeed.ed. by his son, also Etlward.,
who in 1825 advertsied. for sale the Dukers coal r:ights r:nd"er Clyne and Fairvrood.
(fUe Caabrian 6 August 1825). A notable survey by Martia senior was that of the
;ja-ffipitsinNeathi$18o1(l)"tthebehestofC.I{arrburyLeighwhohad.
inherited. them, the whole report beiag quoted. in D.B. Phi11ips, History of the V*e
of Neath, Fp. 721-3. 0ver the years Martin was agent i:r the sale of coll-ieries in
ffi(c-.-5-5-18o1+),Gwent(C.12-io-1805),Kidwei}y(C.24.B-18o5),L1ane11yand.
Neath (!:-1 6-9-t805);-cii-ybebyTl (C. 134+-1805), and toug-ho" (9. 30-11-1811 and
22-8-18T1). He nad.e his specialised. knowledge available in a ]ecture g:iven before
the Royal SocietJr on 23 Uay t806, whieh was published. in 180! (2). He supplied
geo1ogica1nateria1tonYiatortrwhowroteaseriesofartic1esi-a@,
" ;ourna-f published in181, f6). Viator may welL have been Charles Snith of Gwerrr-
llwynchwyth, another ljnk betweea Martin and the Snith fa*ily. Marti-n also con-
tributed- a number of letters to The cambrian irr 181 4-15. 0n 20 July 1807 that
newspaper contained. Martints speEEfffiTTen tDescription of the sdneral basin
ia South lYalesf , for:nded., explained. the e&itor, "on actual subterraneous research,
i-ad.epend.ent of the various opportrinities a,fford.ed him above ground. in the exercise
of his profession as a CoILiery Surveyor". ft was welJ. received (9. Z7A-1807).

Martin was fuliy involved. in the first atternsts to d-evelop the port of Swansea.
In Decenber 1802 the llarbour Trustees asked itrarti.n, in conjunction with lYillian
Bevanr also of Morriston, to stake out the line sf the East Pier, and. j-n Decernber
180J to prepare a'' esti.mate for eonstruetion. Martin ressmmended. that a tramroad
be 1aid. d.owu to bning the stone from the Crrn Scythaa quan)r. He helped. to organise
constnrction (4). By 1801 he was a Proprietary Harbour Trustee. 0n 12 Decenaber 180J
he reported to the Trustees j:r d.etail on the silting rry of the Tawe, agaia working
withBevarr:,a1ongoctractisprinted.inw.H.Jones,,
F, 99. fn January 1804 Martin and Bevan prod.uced. an estimate of €41000 for creating
a floating d.ock rhere the North Dock was later buiIt. The HaJ-l Day lfiinute Sooks of
Swansea Corporation record. consid.erable nr.nici-pal. d.ebts to Martin as ear3y as 14
Noveaber 1800. &'tries record. that he received.865 15s. 5d. for embanking the river
north of the Brewery (Z-lZ-1803r 21-4-1804), that he &id culverting work near the,.
Parad.e (t+-t1-1804), In JuJy 1805 the Tru,stees asked. hilo to "inspect the railway oa
the Mrusbles Head", an i-nteresting if eryptic reference, and. in 1809 he and. Sylvanus
Padley investigated, the lighthouse itself after complaints from General Ifard.e of
Wood.lands (Cfyne CastJ.e) (l+).

Canal constructi.on also claimed. his expertise. As early as 1 780 lYillian Pa&Ley
proposed. a Tawe Va11ey canal, and. Marti-n ne.d.e a survey for one as far as Ynisceaq4 ([).
Martjn became one of the original Swansea Canal Company proprietors. Another canal
he seems to have worked- on was that fron Hinrar:n to Aberdare around.1810 (7). By
1807 Martin had. taken into partnership'one David Davies, d.escribed. at the tirne of his
early d.eath at the age of 33 in 181! as an nactive an<i i:rtelli-gent su::reyorn froa
Morriston ( 9" 124-1819)" He narried. Martin's eldest d"aughter (C. 23-j-1811). In
1810 Martin and. Davies were.requested. to.do a survey for a eanal or tranroad. fron
Cad-ley li:-age to Penclawdd (C. -28-7-1810). A nontlilater they reported. in favour
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of a ca"nal with tramroad. feeders, &d were asked- to uake a fornal surrrey (C. 25-8-1810).
Davies was Clerk to the Penelawd.d. Cana] Proprietors from at least 12 Jrure 181J
until his d.eatle. By August 181 2 Martj-n and Davies were preparing specifications
for the proposed. Kidwelly & Llane11y Canal to which they were appoi-nted. eng"ineers
(9. 22129-8-1812). They had. been involved. in the scheme fron its earliest stages,
re-porting on harbour i-nprovement at Kidwelly in conjunction with a canal to L1ane1ly
in July 1811 (9, e-7-1811) and"providing estimates.and. expert advice as the forp
of the scheme Fas amended. over the ensulng months (9. 11 +-t at 1 , 21-9-181 1 , 9-11 -181 1 ).

The 0ysteruor:.th Railway papers at the Unj-versity College of Swa:rsea, the Ha,}l Day
Minute Books and. She Ca^nbrian coatain evid.ence of Marti-ars major ro3.e i.n the pro-
motion, eonstructl6Effi-i!-eratj-on of the O3rsteruouth ?ramroad. 0n1y a brief resum6
is offered. here. In 1801 he proposed. to the Corporation that the Swansea Ca^nal be
extend.ed. to 0ystermouth, quite possibJy in thisl a,s in his subsequent actions, as
the representati.ve of a lobby, perbaps a Morriston group. He was commissioned. to
do a survey and. estimate. He d.efend.ed. the scheme agaj.nst a series of critj.cal letter
writers i:r The Caobrian and. went as an expert w'itness i-a favour of the biIL to

to accept a tramroad instead of a canaI, he super-
vised. the coastruction of the 1ine" He nay well have been j-nstzumental in securing
that clause in the Act which later facilitated. the use of steam power without further
legislation" Fron 181 2 r.mti1 1819 the account books record. his carryi-ag vast quan-
tities of linestone over the traek. He r{as a member of the executive commi ttss e3
the tramrroad. compar5r, attending neetings assid.uously, r:nlike most, and. acting as
consulti-ng eagi-neer r:ntil his d.eath. For one year, 1812-13, he beca.rne a sort of
general nanager.

At a tirae when the estate agent in the u.od.ern sense har&Ly existed. - perhaps Dawson
of Lilliput was one of the first }ocal}y (C. 20-1A-1821) - Martin, as a Ioeal ne.n of
business, rvas reaQr to advertise property jJi the Morriston area, i-ocluding houses
(9" 1-7-181!), shops (9. t -5-1813, 34-t816), and. Ynystawe nill, stressing in this
Gst ease "carriage by-Cana1 to the mi]I door" (.9. 231+-1814). In 1801+ he patented.
a method. of sswelting i.ron with stea"n coal. of which The Canbrian had. great hopes
(g. L, 11-8-1804). iwo i-a.stanees suggest-that u*rt:iE-iffi nay eventually have
oier-committed. themselveso Ia d.ecenber 181,1+ Marti-n yras reeommead.ed. as surreyor of
a new road. Swaasea to Brecon in conjr.rncti-on w'ith the encLosure of the Great Forest
of Brecon (g tO-t2-181J+), Uut even though.Martin subscribed. five guineas torards the
survey, the-job reat to Y{il}lan Coulting (9 lS->-t815). fn Febrr:ary 181! there was
a neetj:rg at Brid.gend. to appoint a aew surveJror for the tramroad., nllessrs. ltrartin
and Davies having falIed to d.eiiver i.n.-thei.r Plan and. Esti'nate by the tine appointed"
(9" t 1-2-1815)"

lYestn:inster. Sorced. i:r Comnittee

At a fairly early stage Martin had. noved out
Ynystawe. It ras there that he d.ied. on 1i+ May

of Morriston to the
1818. The Ca^ubrian

rural serenit;r of
obi-tuary ran:

1.
2.
3.

4.

tr

6,
7.

trerui-neat for his exteasive knowled.ge of our collieries, and. a nan of sterl5.ag
integrity and. worthn (9. 15-5-1818). 
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Morriston 0ther Tiues, Septenber-October 1978.
(Cnristopher Davies,

John Jord.an, tCoal m{4iag in the parish of Llalsarnlet and. d"istrictt,

Ihe south Wales coal- trade

1967), p. !0.

The Colliery Official and. Stud-ent, September 1915"
( SPure}1, 1g22)r PP. 88, 99, 1A2-103.

128, 255, 1

E. Jenki.ns
C. Wi1kins,

197+)t p. 169.

and the boraer (Caraiff,C. Hadfield,

G.F. Gabb

1950)r po 50.
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i,ilniYDD NE#YDD C0LLIffiY

Unlilce the Pentre Fit whi-ch was aleseribed. in the last i-ssue of this NervsLetter,
the ffiyd.d. Newyd.d., another of Vivj-an & Sonsr collieries, has a comparatively straight-
forward history with alJ. the principal dates firmly estabLished. Nevertheless, there
has been a teadency a&ong Iocal history writers of this area to accept the statements
of th.eir pred.ecessors at face value. In this re-examination of the history of the pit
in the light of contenporaxy evid.ence, I wilI, therefore, suggest some mooi-fj-cations
to what has been generalJ-y accepted"

Mr.rvdd Nqydd Colliery anC its railway superinoosed. on a mod.errr street p1an.

(fhe original line is narked.+t{r.+r-hF; the Pentre pit railway- )

1. &rlzJg
The date usually giveo for the sinking of the pit is 1BLf. Although this d.erives

from second.ary sources, there seens no reason to d.oubt it: the pit does not appear oa
the tithe l{ap of 18J8, but reports of accidents at the pit start to occur i.rl 1844.
It was not sunk, as is common\r stated., by Viviaa & Sons, but by the Swansea Coal
Conpany in whose possessLon it renaiaed. rmtil 1863 (see sect. 2 below). However,
althougfr norninal.ly an ind-ependent concer'::., the S;C.C. was i-n fact a puppet of Yivians
and. of rrYilliamp, Foster & Co (Uorfa) who combined to set up this corrpany to trwork

collieries for the supply of their own works... thql also sell and export coal-, but
not jrr large qua^ntitieso (1). In order to nsihtain a steady supply of coal to the
coppe::vrorks the S.C.C. acquired. existi.ng pi-ts, such as Cnm Level and Pentre, and also
sank new ones, i,ncluriing Pentrefelen and. Mynydd. Nenyd.d.. For nearly j-ts entire life
the principal purpose of Mynydd Newydd was to pr^ovide coal for the Hafod copperworkso

Ia its early years there was"a number of fatalities at lfirnydd. Newyd.d. which were
al-most entirely attributable to the stupidity of individ.ual coIlj-ers. Roof-fal1s aad.
erplosions were frequent (2), although aone of these accidents par"a1}e1led. the eata-
strophes of the later Victorian period. at other mins5. At the'inquests oa the victj-rns
of these acci-dents it always cane out that the accid.ents had. been d.ue to th.e actions of
the niners thenselves rather than to con&itions created. by bad. nanagement. Pri-ated.
regulations we?e issued to aII mj^ners long before thj-s became compulsory by 1aw; the
pit was inspected. by firenen every norning before the men went d.owa; and sefety famps
were issued. to the men rvho were fined" for not using theT. This contrasts with the
nornal practice of the tiroe by whieh the men wer€ Expectea to find. their owa lamps"
Even so explosions contj-nued. to oecur because the nen insisted. on workj-ng by naked-

ligirt.and-takj-ng then ilto old workings where gas had built up" Cand.les gave moreillunination than safety lanps and. this meant tiiat it ,ru" po"lible to extract coal
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more quickJ.y and easj-Iy. Since 1n general Mynyd-d- r\eviyd.d. was not a pafticularJy
fiezy pit it is easy to wrd.erstand. the tenptation to revert to candles. Ind.eed. for
nany years the nor:nal practiee i-ri this and most well-ventilateC pits was to use the
safetlr laup onJy to test f or the presence of gas, md once the workings had been
proved. to be pure, to use cendleso

A feature of Mynydo. Nervydd whi-eh has received. perhaps ruodue attention because of
its curiosity value 'iyas the und.erground- ehbpel. The accepted. story is that the
chapel was establi-shed j:r 1845 as the result of an explosi-on iri 18ir4 in-,vhich five
men wer€ burnt to d.eath. There ce;: be no doubt that prayer-meetings staretd. i:r 1845:
there are contenporary=- references tc the practice i:r The Carnbrian and other journals,
but whether theri yras an und"erground. chapel ai this d"te-lffu; certaj-n. The early
aceounts all refer only to prayer-Beetings (J), ana it is possible that the 5 f1.. seam,
in rvh:ich tLre cb,apel was locited, was not reached" urtil a 1itt1e later than 18L5 (see
sect. I belorr). It may weJ-l be that the chapel was not fashioned r;rrtiJ. the practice
of hol&lng prayer-meetings had. been goi-ng on for some years and. besome we1] established"o
As for the acplosj-on of 1844, there appears to be no authority for this at all: neither
T4eCe"rabriennorGa}1oway,9,c.,whodrarvsonthecontemporarys34j4.6@,cite
any explosion at Myoydd. Newyd.d. j-rr 1844 in which fi-ve men lost their lives. 0f the
explosions of that Xear one resu-lted. i.n no fatalities, the other i-n one d.eath due to
a roof-fal1 triggered. off by the explosion. Had such a eatastrophe oecurred. it is
almost iaconceivable that it wou1d. have been ignored. by the contemporary press, since
the d.eplorable state of safetSr in m'ines was a najor issue of the d.a5l. The on\r
acci-dent approxiuating to the one in the eonvsrtional d.escription occurred. in Hay
1845 when four lacls werekilLed. j-a an ex;:1osi-on and another d.ied. of his i.njuries a
Iittle latero A nore Julkely reason, therefore, for the uriaers of ldynyd.d. Newyd.d. to
d.ecj.d.e to ho1d. weekly prayer-sleetiags was not any silgJ.e *Lsaster in thelr collieryt
but the general state of safety i:r mines at the ti&e. The Ui+Lig-Jou:mq1 of
10 Novenber 18L51 quoted. by Ga11oway, talked- of South \Yales becoiringrra huge eharnel
housetf . The situatlon had. been reached. where a niner hardly knew when he went r:nder-
gror:nd. rqhether he wou1d. see the sudace agaia, and. it is in this context that the
real significa::.ce of l{ynyd.ct Newyd.d. chapel Iies, as the response of a group of ni-aers
beconing i-acreasingly alarued. at the con&ions i.n whi.ch they worked.. Incid.entally,
the M3mydd Nanyd.d" ehapel was not unique: in its day Tyrcenol pit had a si-uj-Iar
und.erground. chape3.e and. at Pentre the men used. to ho}i a pit-head. prayer neeting,
although the custon died. out late i-n the 1!th centurXr.

2 Vivia^n & Sons

For the first trenty years of its life the {ynydd Newydd. renaiaed. the property of
the S.C.C. Although nonina-lIy an ild.epend.ent concern, the S.C.C" was really und.er
the contro] of the copper snelting fims of Vivian & Sons and. Wi1lians, Foster & Co"
In about 185J the S.C.C. was d.issol-ved a"nd. its assets d.irided betneen the two copper
eompanles, the lionrs share, includ,ing lfynyd.d. Newydd., gojrig to Yivia^nsi 1Yi1]5-ems,
Soster harriag to be content soIely with $rcenol pit. The reasons for this have
not been established, nor has it been possible to find. the preeise d.ate, but aJ-l the
evidence points to early in 185J. A report by Arthur Pend.ar"yes Vivia^n on his companyrs
collleries in 1858 refers to aa'ragreement entered. j.nto witb Messrs; lYi11iarns in Feb,
t86: (Ay which) they retain tlrcenol in their own hand and we (i.e. Vivia.as) reeeive
as our portioa Pentre, Cwn Level, Hyrqrd.d. Nenyd.d. and Pentrefelin'ro That this agreement
marked. the wi.rndJ-ng-up of the S. C. C. is born out by evi.d.enee froo the annual reports
of H.M. Inspectors of Mines, In these reports every fatal accid.ent occurring d.uri:rg
the course of each year was record.ed. with the name of the pit and its owners. The
last date oa wh:lch an accideot occured. at a pi-t whose owler was nau.ed. as the .1t.0; C,
was 28 Uay 1862 at $rcenol: subsequently the owner of this pit appeared as }Tillia.ns,
Foster. SiraiJ-arly, the first d.ate for an accident at a pit for which the owner was
given as Vivj.ans was 18 Jr:ae 1863 at Pentrefelen, previously the property of the S.C.C.
It seems reasonabLe, therrefore, that Febmary 186J ras the d.ate when Mynyd.d. Ne,iryd.d.
and the other Yivian pits passed from the puppet conpany to the direct ownership of
Vivian & Sons"
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J. Workj-ng the Pit

The Mynyd.d. Newyd.d. exploi.ted. the Swansea seans belonging to the Pennant serieso
There seaJtrs were encountered. j:r the following ord.er from the surface: Four feet,
Five feet, Sfu feet, Three feet, ?wo feet. Below these 1ay the Eughes veino At
Mynydd Neqy:d.d. the 4 ft.was not present: it lay ljust out of tbe ground.'r in the word-s
of Arthur Penda::ves Yivian. 0f the other seaus, the 5 ft. and. 5 ft. were worked.,
with sone intern:issions, for most of the life of the col-liery, whj-1e the 2 ft. and.

3 !t. appear to have been i.n spasmo*ic prod.uction"

The ! ft. sean was encountered 148 ft. below the surface and varied. in th:ickness
froru 5 ft. to 9 f1.. ft was the first prod.uctive seam to be worked. and orploitation
must have started i.n about 184f or 181+4. By 184.5 the workings lrer€ alrea$r 5OO yaras
fron the shaft (4). ?he 5 ft. sea,m, which l.ay 774 ft. below the surface, must have
eone j-ato prod.ucti.on soon after the 5 ft. The aecepted- acoount of the urrderground
ehapel states that it was established. i-n the 5 ft. seam ia 1845t if this is eorect,
it means that tbe 6 ft. seam was being rorked. by 1845. However, as has beea suggested.
above, there is ao evid.ence that the chapel, as opposed. to the prayer-meetingsr nas in
existence as early as this, and. there are some i:rd:ications that the 5 ft sean was cot
styuck ractj.l a slightly later date. In its accor:nt of the 1845 disaster, The Cambrian
refers to a pit in the 5 ft. sea& "17 fathoms deeper which has recently been sunk by the
Conpariy for the sake of getting at thre lower coal". It is, of course, a 1ot more thaa
1J fathons (9: fL6 in.) fron the 5 ft. to the 6 ft. sean, and this pit may on13r have
beea dug to follow the 5 ft. shere i'u had been d.i-splaced. by faulting. 0n the other
ha,:od., it nay be connected. w"ith sinlciag to a lower seam. {r G.H. Parcell records a
folk-memoqy anong o3.d slners j.a the early years of this eeaturXr that an atteopt ras
made to reach the 6 ft. sea&, but that tbe project of driving through a faul.t to
reaeh. it hsd to .be abandoaed, iroa:ica1ly, as it later transpired., when it was w:ithin
a few feet of th,e seam. The nenory is Smpreeise, but these two passages together
tend. to suggest that the 5 fl. sea& was in production by itself for a tine before the
exploi.tation of the 6 ft. sea"m comuenced.

By 1858 oaly the i ft. sean was being worked. The 6 ft. had. been worked. to the ri.se
arid- it was reported that it would. need. drajaiag fron Land.ore when it was re-openecl.
Ehis proposal 'ras subsegueatly put l.ato effeet and., ia so d.oing, the seeds of d.estruc-
tion were soffrrr So long as the puqpi-ng engine at Ca11and.s pit, Laadore eontinuef, to
operate, the workings nere safe, but wheo, as happeneA fu 1$25, puaBiag ceased. at
Caffanllr-*t $pydd. Nerryd.d. ras bsr:nd. to be flooded.

yivianr" 
""noJ-"i^Tais ""i"r" "*1y 

to the t i*. ,rru 5 f;. ;;;;;d. it appears
that the 3 ft. and 2 ft. had. aot"beern'struck at that d.ate. In 1880 it was reported.
that the sha^ft was 2l+0 yard.s d.eep (!) which correspoad.s closely enough with the
known depth of 774 ft. to the 6 ft. seam to i:rd.icate that these lower seams had.
sti3-l not been reached.. The first positive evidenee for the e:cploitation of the
3 ft. sean, wl:"ich 1ay at a d.epth of 81 3 ft., is in the List of Mirres for 188/,
although in 1BB8 onJ.y the 5 ft. is given and in 1891 onflE$Elaad. 6 ft. The
3 ft. seam d.oes not appear yery frequentl;r in the liq!_of Ur.nes- or the ColLiety
Year Book and. is naned. for the last tirne in 1925.

The 2 ft. seam Iay at a d.epth of 9i0 ft. and the oaly date for shieh f have been
able to fi.nd etid.m.ce of i.ts being worked. is 1911+.

In general j.t was the 5 ft. and 5 ft. seans which were the most extensively worked.
They appear to have beea in prod.uction more or less continuouslr, although there are
ind.ications that one or other lay idle for a period. from time to time. As has beea
seea, the 5 ft. was id.le jn 1858, and in the l,ist of Mines for 1887 ana 1888 the 5 ft,
is not mentioned as bei-ng worked." N.f,. Thonas refers to the 5 ft. seam bej-n6 re-opened.
in 1904, but the closure cannot have been a long one since it was in prod.uction in 1891
and. probab\r later. Ihese cessatioas of working can never have been particularly long
and. probabJ$ d.epend.ed. to a large octent on the fluctuatj-on jl demand. for coa-l at the
Hafod. works.
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?he llynydd Ne',qrd.d. vras worked. throughout its life by the pi11ar-anc1-sta]1 nethod..
the worki:rgs were all wesf,rverCs from tire shaft apart f rom a ferv to the east. Despite
the explosions of the 18/r-0s it contjnued. to be worked. by naked. light and explosions
strll occurr€d, al-though they were infrequent and., irl some cases," non-fatal. The
worst was in 185! when three }ives were lost. This continued use of naked. lights was
justified at the tine by the fact that the pit did not have the reputation of being
a fiery one, and" because it rlas generally agreeC to have been well ventilated.. At
the inquest on the victims of the 1 BL5 explosion it was pointed. out that the blast
was confi-ned. to one sta1l and. that it was because of the good" ventilation that there
was not a wi-d-espread. fire (6). At the inquest on the vi-ctins of lthe 186! di-saster
it was stated. that the pit had. rrthe reputation of being excee&ingIy we}} ventilated.
and. managed"" and. this was corroborated. by t.E. lrYales, H.I1. Inspector of Mines for
South Wates (7). ?he ventilati':n system d.epend.ed. on the existence of two shafts,
an upcast arrd a d.ovrncast, which ensured. a florp of air through the norki-ngs. 0uiginalJy
the current of a":ir would. probably have been nainteined. by a furnace, although I have
not seen ihis stated. positively. In the early 1870s a,Ilad-d.le fan, ZJ ft. i-n dianeter,
was installed. It was not nentioned by Virian i*n 1858, nor at the 1869 inquest: had
it- existed. then it is liJcely that it wouJ.d. haTe recei'red. a mention. However, a fan
was stated. to be in oristeace at the colliery by 187* (B), so it is probable that it
was install.ed. between the years 1869 and 187+.

One of the hazard.s of working in the Myoyd.d. Neiryd.d. was the poor quality of the roof ,especially i:r the 5 ft. seemo NoL. fhomas d.essribes the difficulties and they are
further indicated by fatal aceid.ents i.:: 1844 and. 1857 involvj-ng roof-faIls. Vivian,
too, noted. ttroof bad.rr jn 1858. the r"oot of the trouble lay i-rr the weak blue clift which
lay d.irectly over the seam, and. in the existence of |tpans't or ttbellsrr - luqrs of rock
enbed.d.ed. in the clift whieh had. the uo-nerri-rig tend.ency to fall out onto unwary miners t
head.s. Another feature of the 5 ft. searo which nad.e working more d,:ifficult, and which is
d.escribed. fu1ly by N.L. Thonas, was thetendency of the soft shale r:nd.em.eath the seam
to creep or heave. Ti-ne was lost j-n restori:rg a l-eve1 floor for haulage and. timbers
were snapped"

0n the surface there were two engines . A 32tt puryiag. engi-u.e worked. the d.orrncast
shaft, or No. 1 pi.t, which was 8'12 ft. d"eep (i.e. to the 3 ft. sean). trifty yards
*est of it was the windi4g shaft, or No. 2 pj-t, which was the upcast. A Cornish beam
engiae worked. this shaft wrtil it was replaced. by a horizontal engine il about ig1|.
?he cages were suspend.ed on a flat wire rope. However, h the ear\r years of the pit
the windiug engine appears to have been used. only for raisi-ng coAlr In 1849 a co]lier
ras kilIed while desceud,ing the shaft: trwhen wj-thin thirty or fortSr yard.s of the end
of his journey he slipped. h:is ho].d froo the ladder and fa1] to the bottonf', which
seens to show that the uulners climbed. d.own lad.d.ers to get to the workings at this
date (9). 0enera$r speaking, the eage for use by th.e aen was first i-ntrod.uced. in
the 184ss and ras wid.espread by 1850. It eannot frave been very long after this
incid.m.t that men{i-ndiag came l:: at lfynyd.d Newyd.cr using cages".

The nurober of mec. enployetl. at the pit is stated. in connection with various accid.ents
or, i-n the 20th centurSr, in the List of !{ines and. Colliery year Booko In 1846. at thetineoftheexp}osi.on,therewene-E?EffiiEana@tthepitaccord,-
ing to The Cainbri.an, although the IllusEetgd tanlon lleiuqt accor:nt of the same d.isaster
says beffie6-zoGd. 300. in ts6gm ana 150 ana in 1891 , 1t+4
undergroturd aad. 55 surface workers. From 1895 to 1911 the tsta]. varied. betweea 200
and. J00 und.erground. and. l0 to 120 on the surface. The highest record.ed. fi"gure was i::
1914 - a boom year for the nini.r}g industry - with 326 and, 106 respective\r. ?hereafter
it declined. to about 770 undergror:nd. and. 120 surface wo;.kers in the earl;1 1)20s,
dropping to 1l+5 arra 56 respectively in 1932t the filaal year of operationi at the pit"
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4.

?he Mynyd.d. Newydd. colliery oceupied. a rather j-solated. site, some tno miLes fron
the copperworks which it was i-ntended. to supply, and i-t vras therefore neeessary to
builo a mineral railvray to carry the coal from the pithead. to the Swansea Canal.
It was Civid.ea into three sections: a level ,stretch fron the co}Iiery for about one

nile; a long i:rc1ined.-p1ane; and a final shorter section wh:ich feJ-l fror, the foot
of the inclire to the canalo

The j-acline was 2250 ft. long and had a gradient of 1 in B. It worked. on the
self-aeti:rg prineiple; that is, the d.escend.i:rg wagons or trams y?ere connected to
one end. of a long steel cable and those aseending to the other end. ?he weight of
the"d.escend,i-ng wagons then pulIed. the others up. Ai the top of the i-neline the
cable was round- round a d.nrm which could. be braked. to regulate the speed.. the
d.rawing by Mr ?. Sryn Ri-chard., reproduced. opposite by his kind. pertissisn, shows
two loaded f,pnrns descen&i-ag the incline and. pulling up an eupty wagon. The railway
used. ed.ge-rails fron the start rather than tranplates. It will be seen that wood.ea
sleepers were in use at the tirae that Mr Ri-chard. mad.e his d.rarvj-ng, but it is a}nost
certain that the li-ne was originall;r laid on stone sleeper blocks. A nuaber of such
blocks, each with two holes to teke a chair, ean be seen besid.e the incline and near
the poi:rt iralf way r4r rvhere it was subsequently briAged. by the Cegfnryfelach Railway,
and. it would. seem very liJcely that these origJ:rated. on the Mynyd.d" Newyd-d }i-neo
Ihis was quite norral practice for a mj-neral rai}vay in the 184.tls: the Swansea Yale
Railway, slightly laier than the Mynyd"d, Newyd.d, was lai-d on stone blocks at first"
0n the incljne there rere three rails, the eentre one being common to up and. dorrn
traffic, while in the cld.&le there:was a four-raiI passi-n6 pIaee. Betweea the rails
rollers were fixed. to suppor* the wei-ght of the steel cabLe. ?he noise mad^e by the
cable on these rollers appears to have been trenend.ous: i[. Walf,ord. Moore refers to
tbe cable 'rsooetines in the groove, sometimes out, grin&ing and. roaring past ob-
structioassl and. 1l-r T. SrXrn Richard. recal.J.s that'"you couJ.d- always te1I vrhen it (i.e.
the i:rcli-ne) was i.:a operation by the noi-se nad.e by the rollersrr.

As originally coastructed. the ldynyd.d. Newyd.d line conti-nued. acrcss Brynhyfryd. Square
and. Siloh Road and down part of PwIL Street to the 0ana11 but at sorse date subsequent
to 1876 it was diverted. at the foot of the incline to pass in frsnt of Penfi-lia
?erace, across Llanryfelach Road., and. into the yard. of the Pentre colllery. Traffic
then eontinued. d.own the Pentre railway to the canalo Such an alteration made obvious
sense: there was no need. to have the expease of naintain5:rg ar:.d. operating two ,oara1-lel
trauways r ed the only srrprising fact ls that the d.iversion was not nad.e sany years
earlier rhen the Pentre a^nd. Mpyd.d. Neryd.d. und.ertaki.ngs first passed into commor
ownership"

Sron the foot of the inclLae the coal was hauled. by locomotive to the Pentre yard..
fhe bel crossing over L1a^nryfelach Road was ungated., but it appears that no accid.ents
ever took place. A red.-briek structure near the entrance to the Pen:tre yard. beside
tlangrfelach Road ean stilJ. be seen, and. it is very probable that this was original\r
the engine-shed. for the locomoti-ve that worked. thi.s section of the line"

One problem concensing the ![yqyd.d. Newyd.d. and Pentr.e railways whj.ch has not beea
satisfactorily resolTeA is r$r they shouJ.d" have terr;i.nated. at the canal and not have
continued. the shcjrt &istaace to the copperworks which were the pri:rcipal customers
for the coal.o lhe neoessary land. wouJ.d. have been availabJ-e i:ntiL the G.lY.R. built
its Morrj.ston branch in the 1810s, aad it wou1d. have saved. trans-shipnent of coa-1 fron
rai-l- to canal for a haul of less than half a mile. Perhaps the answer i-s to be
sought in the attitud.e of the Canal Comparry which would have ereated- as meny obstruc-
tions as possible to such a project rather than see its traffie abstracted. in such a
w&$r It should. also be borzr in uind. that Vivians were receivi-ag coal. fron a nurber
of coll-j"eries higher up the valley such as Brynwilach, Pentrefeijn and. Cathe1id., ared.

this coal wor:-1d. have had to come jrl by canalo Ihey nay therefore have for:no it more
conven:i.ent to take delivery of aIL their ccal. by eanal..
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5. Fi-na} Years

By 1926 Mynyd.d Nevryd.d rras the only productive pit stil1 i-a the hands of Yivians:
a1l the others had.e either been closed. or sold off. They also stil1 owned. Cal.Iand.s
pit, the pumping shaft that was essential for operations to continue i-n My:ryd.&
Newydd and. all the other pits to the north and. north-vrest of Swansea. Vivians
closed. the cofliezy that year, but in July a new company was formed", the Mynyd.d
lieivyd.d. Col}iery Cornpany Ltd., to pr:rehase the col1i-ery from Viviaas and keep it
goi-n5. It had. a_capital ofS10r000 and was eomposed. of colliery officials and"
locaL gentlemen (tO). Callands pit was iaaLud.ed. ln the d.eaI. yery soon the new
coripany for:nd. that it was wrable to meet the expense of worki-ng the punpiag shaft
by ltselrf and. sought the assistance of other coalolrner"s whose property was d.rai-ned.
by Cal1a^rad.s. lhis proved. unsuccessful and. the decision had. to be taken to cease
punping. InevitabJy the water leve1 rose and all tbe pits irr the area were forced.
to close. Mynyd.d. Nerryd.d. was able to carry on longer than most because of the
existeace of a d.eep aear the pit bottom, but the water kept risin6. The 5 ft.
seam appears to have been wordced for the last time 3n 1929 (tt), but the coJ*Liery
eoatinued. for a few more years exploiti-ng the 5 ft. sea^u on\r, w:ith a d.rop ia
output of about J0r000 tons annuaaty (80/t00r000 tons p.ao & 1924-Zp declinisg
to 50/70 1000 in 1%a4Z). The ena rinatly caae in 1gjz. the ColU-ery conpan!
was d'eepJ;r in d.ebt; aIL the coal irr the sid.iags Bas uortgaged.; and even tirougU tt e
nea agreed to rork without wages for several reeks i-t was i-apossible to save the
co1liery, the coryany and their jobs. Ia August l)JZ !h.e Woyaa Newyd.d. Colliery
co. was wound. up and about 200 nea throw'n out of work (tz).

4 fioal attempt was uad.e to rork the seams. A nes coupanJr, the Iynydd. Neryd.d.
Colliery Co. ( 1%3) ttd.. was fored. which worked the Uynyaa $w-ydd Drift or Slantfor a few noaths before risiag water forced. it to abarid.oa the r:nd.ertaking in Jrine
19Y+" It was succeeded. by the ffiyda Neryd.d Col].ieqy Co. tl7lS) !td. wir:ieh i-n-
stalled ad.equate pucps aad- boi3.ers to cope witb. the water. CoaJ. pr0d.uction re-
commeneed 5.rt 1937, arrd. tb.e slaat sunrj.ved. natioaalisation to be closed jn July 1955"

0f l[fuydd. Newyda col]|ery, no'thing nor renains. The surfaee build.ings have beea
conpleteJy swept away a,:ad. the site 1and.scaped.. It now forus a^n exteasive pla;ni*ng
field', although it is not difficult to see th&t lt is conposed of colHery-walte.
0f the railnay, oaly the lower part of the Lneline rerqains in anything 15Jce reoog-
nisable form. The leve1 sectisn at the top of the incliae has been built oyer,
lut on a patch of rrcugh grurmd. beirind. Heol tr'rank it is possible to fo].lor a track
for a few yards wbich probab\y represents the line of the r^ailray.
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add1tional material on this co1liery.
paraphrased or given verbati-n in this

A.

PBITB.E C0],!IBY: FUP.TIIIR INFORMATION

Thanks to publicity given to the article on the Pentre Col1iery in the
Eveni:rg Post, a number of people have writtea giving eopicus and valuable

Extracts fron these letters will be either
and subsequent numbers of the Nervsl-etter.

Mr f. Bryn Richard.. lrYe wer^e particularly' j-nd.ebted to Mr. Riehard. for a-llowing
us to reproduce one of his fine d.rawings of the Pentre Col1iery which appeared.
in the last nunber of the Newsletter and are further ind.ebted. to hin for one
of the l,lynydd Neryd-d serr-iETffi.rine which appears in this issue. He has
also provid.ed. us with valuable material which enlarges our lmowled.ge of, the
Pea:tre Co11iery which is used below.

Mr. Richard. comes from a fam'ify of mining engi.neers and surveyors wel]. lrroim
throughout South Tlales and. particularly in Srvansea and its suroun*jng d.istricts.
Both hi.s grand.father, Thomas Rieharrl (tAZl-t892) and his father, ?hornes Richard.
(tAl:-t904) were nining engineers. His r::nc1e, John Riehard. (1868-1940) was a
civil and. ninjng engineer and an architect. The latteracted for Mr Trevor Glas-
brook Ri-chard. and hj-s associates j:l the re-o.oenein6 of the Pentre Pit in '1910.

Mr T. Brfn Rieba:d. was beginning iris train:-ng i:r the minlng profession at this
time anilworked. rvith hi-s i:acle at the Pentre and at Messrs. Glasbrook Brothersr
Oar::goch Col]ieries Nos. 1, 2 an'd. J pits. He left mining fo:' 1osa1 government
when he was appointed. Deputy Eagfueer and Surveyor for the Swansea Rural District
Cor:ncil in fune 1926" Ehe Cor:ncil later became Llwchwr Urban District Coi:nci1
for whon he later beca-ne Architect. He retired i.:: l{oveniber 1960 and. lived for
some time at Norton, West Cross. He moved to Southsea, Hants ia 1977.

Mr Richard. writes:
Anongst tbe plaas and. reports left by ry father Thomas Richard(l 853-1901+)
there is a complete section of the strata sr:nk through at the Pentre Pit and.
giving the exalt d.epth to each sea.m of coal struck. Sir John Morris (tZl+l-tgt8)
of Clasemont, sank the Pentre Pit d.own to the six and three feet searns, a
d.rift was also driven d.own to the two-feet seom.

'f{hen the six-feet sean w&s worked. out and. the three-feet seam nearing
e:chaustion, [essrs. Viva,a and- Sons ... decided. to sink the pit d-own

belor the ihree-feet and. tro-feet seans aad connenced. sinking operations
j.11 Ju;p 1B9l+" the intentioa was to reach the Hughes seaal, which Megsrg.
Riehard. and. Glasbrook had. so successfully rorked. at their Gorse Colliery
near Cockett j-a the 1860s. CoaJ. gettlng, therefore, wa.s stopped' for the
tine being wli1e sirrking operations were proceedlqg until the Hughes
sean had" been proved. and opened out, lf found. of good. quality a^nd-

thickaess"
Sinki,:ng proceed.ed with a 12-feet diarneter shaft d.own to a depth of 77,1+ feet

when j.t was consid.ered. advi.sable to aband.on further sinking and i-nstead. to put
d.own a borehole to prove the strata before going i:rto more expenditure"
Borilg operatioas commenced. from the botton of the sha.ft then reached. and the
Hughes sean was stnrck at a d.epth of 1347 feet froru the surface. The coal
brought up by the borehole was for:nd. to be rather soft, the seam eonsisting
ofr- top coal, 3 feet, clj-ft, 2 feel, ar:.d. bottom coa1, 'l foct J lnehes.

In rriew of the d.:isappoi:rting qtra].ity of the coal, tbe 2 feet layer of clift
within the seam, and. the cost of sinki:ng the shaft d,own such a considerahle
d.epth to a sea.n rj.th such rrmfavourable i-nd.ications, it was deened. to be not
worthwhile prooee,i.i.ag any fr:rther with a speculation having such a poor out-
iook. However, botilg was continued for another 1Z' feet to nake sure that
the coal struck was aetually the Hughes searr. The bori-ng was discontinued. at
a d.epth fron the surface of 1471 feet and 10 ilches on May 1,1+th, 1895,
Messrs. Viviarr and. Sons *id. not keep the colIiery open for very long afterwards
and closed. it d.own leaving the pit-head. and the old. bean-w-indi:rg-engine i.:atact
together with two boilers in 1904" ?he eol]iery was re-opened. early in 1910

. by Mr. Trevor Glasbrook Richard. of Raveiriri]l llouse, Sforestfach and his
associates.
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I shouLd. mention here that Trevor G. Bichard. had two projects in njJrd.,
one was to re-open the o1d. l,and.ore ColLieryr md the second. to re-open the
Pentre Co1liery. I4y father writes i-n his d.iary that oa Monday 14th MaXr
1900, he net ?re?or at the d.isused.6wn Pit top. A rvi-ndLass lras bei-ng set up
to enable a John trYi1liams to be lowered. d.ovrn the s$aft. This was probab\r
in connection with the proposal to re-open the o1d Land.ore Pit in eonjr:nction
w'ith which fira Pi"t would also have to be re-opened. to some exteat as the
und.ergrormd. workings would. be already joined. up with those of Land.ore Pj.t
and could. be used for ventilation purposes as air"erays. Hy father al.so
record.s i:r his diary that oa $Iednesd.ay lLth November, 1900, &roch Morgaa and.
Willian Thonas net with an aceid.ent in Cwn Pit that morning"

Evi-d.ent1y the re-openei.ng of the Pentre Plt was the project he proceeded
with, but as ry father had. d.ied on January Znd-, 1904, Trevor cEILed. in q1
uncle, fatherrs brother, John Bichard. (1868-1940) to act for hi-n in'1910.

I have vivd. nemories of beSag taken r:ndergrormd by n5r father at the CwngeJ.li
Colliery on Saturda.Sr, trfiarch 5tb, 1!0'l , tro nonths before ry 6th birthd.ayo
The i.ncid.eat is reeorded by qf father in his d-iarXr. A ner d.rift was being
d.ri.ven fui froro the surface to strike the fi-ve-feet sean. The mouth of the
d.rift was about 2lo yard.s north of the northera boundary of Cwnge1li Cenetery.
It appears he waated. tib inspect a fault eacorntered that norai.ng so f sas
inforred. years later. {y father and. $r. Elias Morga.a., grarid.father of Mr.
John Morgan of the 3.8.C., rho was a re}l-known tand.ore build.er and. eootractor,
had. forned a company to opea the new co115.e:y. It gave emplo;rment for oany
mirers livi-n6 in the Treboeth and. Brynbyfryd. area. The col]-iery yras called.
"Ladysnithn for some time d.r:riag i.ts early developmeat, because the coal
sesn was strerek about the sa.rse ti-se as tbe re1.ief of Ladystrith in the South
Afrtoaa waro f f,hink the co}liery worked. successfully until Wor1d War 1

broke sut. A tramalr ras 1aid. to a eoal yard near Cwm Level Square from
rhere the coal was taken to various'works i-a horse d.rawa wagons and. takea
by some coa1. merchants for house eoal.

Xr. Bichard. is coayiaced. that il}[r. trforrlsts coa]. ,rriqen referred to by E.D. Clarke
irr his tour of 1791 is Cwn Level, not Pentre I.

In n6r opirrirn this eirre must be Cwg Leve1, whi.ch ras the earliest of the
leveLs openecl out ia the Land.ore and. Bryn$rfryd. area. fhe Pentre Pit nas
evld.entJy eornected. ts the Cwm Level as proved by a statenent I for.rnd ln
ry fatherrs diarXr for 190] rhich he attrlbutes to the late Mr. Eil1ia^n
ltillians, of the lfem., Land.ore, when talking of his boy-hood. deys. IIe
said. that "?he Pentre Col3.i.ery stables were aear the nouth of the oJ.d. Cwn
Leve3., th.e horses couiag to the surface through the horsewaytr. This confortrE
rith the d.eseription givea by E.D. Clarke:-ttOur guid.es nade us turrn off ts
the right, to a sort of staircase which they ca1led the horse road.n. Thi-g
horseway or horseroacl nust have been the connectioa frou the Pentr"e PLt
six-feet sea.n workings to the Crn Level five-feet seam workings. this
horsewey aecounted for 122 yatd.s whi-ch is the vertieal distaace between the
five and. slx-feet seanii, ed ras probab\i. ratber steep, hence the d.escription
rr a sort of staircage*.

An old. pJ.an I have shows the mouths of two leveIs ad.joining Cwn Level Square,
one on the west sid.e of Quarr:r Road and the other on the west sid.e of Cwla PLt
Road.. the actual mouth of the latter i.s at the jr:nctlon of the trvb road.so
The Pentre 0o11iery rHorseway'r I believe is the one on the west sid.e of Quarry
Road., i.ts nouth aow obliterated. by tbe clearance and. Ievel1ing off 'of"the
old raste tips to forn rrhat is now a fi-ne recreation gror:nd. laicl out by the
Swansea Clt;r Council"

Extracts from letters and material received. from Mrs
Mr G.H. Parce11, Mr J, Rees and. Mr J.M. Davies w111
numbers of the Nelrsletter.

Elr:odct Davies, tr[r G.F. Stuckey,
be preseated. in future issues

F. G. Co
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Y AI$NUAL, SUBS*IPTI0I''iS

Thi-s is the last renj^rrd.er to those of you who have not yet paid- your annual sub-
scriptions for 1979. ff a cross appears in the margin besid.e this paragraph, that
means that accord.i-ng to our record.s you appear to fal1 into th1s category. Please
sead. your remittance to PauJ. Reynold.s (ad-d.ress on back page) as soon as possible"
In view of the eost of publicity and. postage, Irye regret that if we d-ontt hear from
noa-subscribers, we shall have to take this as i-ndicating the d.esi-re to resigno

}IOTES AI.ID NEIYS

The late Mr Nr.L. fhqlna.?. Readers must have been shocked. to hear of the d.eath shortly
ffi Thonas, author of Ehe stor:r of Swansear s districts and v-j-}lag-es
and. a number of other works of local history. Hi.s work tend.ed. to have the qual5.ty of
a jaekd.awt s nest - a great d.eal of inforrnation enthusiastically collected. but not so
welJ. organised or i:rd.exed.. Even so, Swansears diftricts and. villages frequently serrres
as the first poi:nt of reference for an eaquiry about the 1oeal history of this area in
the same ray as D. Rhys Phillipsr liistory of the Yale of Neath has become a stendard.
rork for that d.istrict. Errors ald. omissions have been.Eered ca g].eefuIly irl both
works, points of d.etaiJ. eorrected., but they contiaue to be used.. It is easy to fiad
fault rith either book, but you carunot do rithout then.
gorJleries in LlangE!" thort3y to be published. is Dr $aLcoln Synonst Coal ruining in
ttie f,-tane-tfi a.iea" Vol":: t6tfr eentury to t8Zg. ft ls bei-ng printed. b@
Davies, Swaasea and. wiJ.J. be on sale at L1aae1li Borough Library" It is und.erstood. that
the eost wj.l1. be about €J plus postage a^ad. packing whieh is renarkably good. value for
a 400-page, hartl-backed. booko fhe reason for ttuis is that Llanel1i Borough Cor:nci-3. has
d.ecld-ed. to se11 it on a non-trlrofit uakrng basis. We look fozward. to its appearance
with imfatieaee slaoe i-t is sure to be well worth haviag. &.qu5ries to Mr H,A. Prescott,
Borough Librarian, L1ane}li"
E.M.$' lTalrior. Brj.tai-ars first iro-cladwarship eoatiaues to lie at Pembroke Dock as
;-fGffik.P1errsarebeingnad.eby$erhan.Cor:nci1(I,ond.on)andtheMaritine
t:r,rst to restrirre her at a cost whi-ch eigbt be as much as €10 niJ.}lon. ?he lg$Ig!
Srand.ay Magazj.ne for 20 May 1!J! earried. a pleasant, if not very profound., fffi-
article on the vessel and. the p].'rs to re-instate her.
IA on ?Vo Early in Jr:ne H[ll hired. a canera and- took sorne fi-Im of beII pits in the
effie Uey for possible use in a series oa IA. lYSrnford. Vaughan Thoma! and- Bieharqd.
Keen are inYo1-ved lra prepariag the series, and. our meubers Id:cls Boberts and. John Ea;nnan
wer€ oa slte to tel]. then the truth about the va] l ey a.rad its beI]. pits. Si.aee the
weather was d.uIL and. there was a stea{;r d.rizz}e it remaj-as to be seen rhether ttre
resultant f{'lm s{]1 prove suitable for shoriag oa the screen.

"tlansanlet/Bj-rchsrove Coa]. lfini-rlg Traiil. As a gift to meubers se are pleased. to
enelose a copy of this aerJy-published. Leaf,3.et. It ras conpiled by Barry Fagg w'5-th
the nap d.rawn by Hayd.en Holloray and. contai.:rs sose useful i-nforuation in a compaet
fota. Fiilrther trails are on the prod.ustioa 1i.:ae, tbe next being a.gui.d.e to the Clyne
Va1ley.

Swansea Val].qr Hjstorical Society. thel.r latest l.Iewsletter (no. J) i" to hand. a"nct
iaclud.es news of work at Ynysnudw pottery d.uriag the wi-:rter. Ilr:nd.red.s of fragments of
wrglaaed., plain glazed. and. pattert glazecl pottery have been for:nd.. lbo larger pieces
have been d.isinterred. w:ith the nark Yl[P, as well as substantial pi-eces of piper-saaitary
war and other items of earth*rare. The mosf interesting fhd. so far is Jpiece of
plain glazed. pottery in the shape of a knife ed.ge rith a reprod.ueti.oa slgnaturerWe1J.i:ngtonn.

Ihe $lfiIS also reports that the lfelsh Office has listed. many of the f.A features of the
Sra,:rsea Canal i-u.clu*ifu the twrch aqued.uct (fstatyfera), the Upper C\rdach aqueduct
(Pontard.awe), the d.rXr d.ock at lTar:n Coed. and. parb of the Brecon Forest Tra.uroad.. The
Society is r:nd.ertaking the rbscue of two of the former canal craft. One is a 10 ft.
long punt used. for naintenance work, the other t a 69 ft J-ong boato They are to be
put on display behind. the Glanafon Cor:ntrXr Hote1, ynysmudw.

-,-99P1"Srof the Newsletter ea$ be obtained. for 5p plus 3n so&reo from the SwanseaYauey Historical societSr, The cross comnr:nity Oirnire, 1 High street, pontardawe,
Swans eao
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RECB\IT I^ITERAI$RE

YflEISI BAILTSAYS RE\I151Y, voI. 1, no. 1

rfhe r;rilway scene throughout the Princi-pality is so varied. and. also very much
alive tod.ay... Thus it seened. ooo that a ner journal d.eali-ng speei-ficaIIy with
I[ales &ight be justifi-ed" ft was felt that this would. not only neet a growing
d.enand.; it should" also eneourage research and. unite railway enthusj.asts throughout'Wales.I So writes Robert A. Kenned;r, eurator of the Penbrokeshire Museums, and the
result is this, the first issue of a new jourral d-evoted. to the railways of Wales,
It appears as the result of co-operation between the Museum and. the publishers,
Irai&Iaw-Burtess of llaverfordviegt. Besides $r Kenned.y the ed.itorial boa:d- eomprises
Professor tr'. L1ewe3-\ro-iones (Presid.ent of the S.l?.w.f,A.S.), Mr John P. Morris
and. Dr Beorge Penn. there ar.e fifteen contributions, and- to have managed to
includ.e thi-s number j.c J2 pages means that sone of theu are of necessi.ty very short,
aad. fer, if any, are over 21000 xord.so The Rerrien is wel].-i].].ustrated. and. the
standard of prod.uction is goodo Both hj-storical and curent aspects of railway
developnent and. operation are consid.ered., although, as ni-ght be expected. fron the
provenance of the jourzral., there is a bias torards south-irest Wa1es. Sone of the
contributions appear to be rather slight and. to represent litt.le more than publio
relations exercises for British. Bai3- and otber, srn4,'ll-er railway cornpa.nies. fhere
are, howeyer, usefrrl artieles on the Manehester & Milford Railway (arigins a.ad"

operations) ty feter Bosleyl Clarbeston Road., a nrral- junetlon in Penbrokeshire,
by J.P. Moris, ancl, fron the saroe author, a^n aocount of ra5-lway signalling in souih-
west 1Yales" ?here are short arbicles on "UargarEtu (the loeomotive that oace
worked. at K!dwe11y Tinplate lYorks and elserhere), on Iredgold.rs survey of railwa;rs
of 1829 so far as it affected. tYales, ed an papers i:r the Penbroke Becord 0ffice
of John 0wen, Chairnan of the l[hitland Taf Vale Railwayo

Ihe appearanee of this review is welcome. It is to be hoped. that it will speedily
establisb itself as a means of &iseeur:inating the results of rorthwhlle research oa
the rai-lsays of Wa3.es end. their bistory. But in future issues it would" be a.n

i.mprovement if the page nr:nber of each artlcle was to be printed. in the list of
contents o

(fuOlistred by Laid.3.aw-Burgess Publishers, 2 Castle Street, Haverfordwesto f;'l-75.)

Pat K3tINEflI. The Foden story: frtn farm naehinerF to *iese1 trucks

?he author of thj.s story of the rell-}crown fi::n of Iorry bui.ld.ers i-nelutled. a visit
to Kidrelly in his researches. fro of tJre engines ia the fonner tinplate works
rere aacle by the fisn and there are aeveral pages oa these a.ad. other eng:ines in
souttr lflales.
(PuUtisneri by Patrick Stephens Ltd.., Canbridge. €6-50.)

B0DEf and l[. HALLAS. Elenentar:r surve.ving for incustrial archaeo]-oglsts

A short d.escripticn of a number of nethod"s of basic sunrey. Equipnent is d.escribed.,
and. speci-aJ- requi.rements for d.ealing wi-th build.ings and nachi-nery explained" lhe
use of filn and. tape-record.ing is includ.ed."

(fultistied. by Shire Publ-icaticns, .A6rlesburyo €'1 -25.)

D. Morgan RSS. Historic ind.ustrial scenes: Wa^Les

After a brief i.ntrod.uctj-on this book eonsists of a seleetion of photographs
(and a fer drawi-:ags) showing different kj-ncls of ind.ustry. Each illustratflcn bas
an infornative caption and. thqy are all packed w:ith d.etail so that they repay care-
fuI study"and. make i-nteresting browsing. A useful feature, quite often hot for:nd. in
books of thi.s ki;rd., is the provision of an lnd.ex of places end. sites. Reprod.uction
is by litho which Eeans tbat i-n a few cases f\rl1 justice is not done to the L3-J.ustra-
tj.ons: some appear to be rather over-inked while others are rather washed. out.
(auttistred. by Moorland. H.:b1j-shi-ag Co., Ashbourne. e5-50.)

It.
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