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r*RIHCOHING E''{ENTS

W*ekend Exhibtticn at AFAN Air0OES COUNTRY PARK

STPTEMBHR The Scetehy haa been invlted to rnount an exhibition at the Afaa

13 14 :;f;Tfi"t:;::;il"'?:l;"13.;:l'ol?T"ol:i.:il;;;...1lixli{"1'.i*0.
was rrepered for the opening ceremonye It strculd be a ueeful
qprtunl"ty f,cr pubiicising the Society e"nC the work dorre at, Scottrc
Pitu and m&)rr ve tropo, Lsad to a few new;aembers being recruited"

sEPTEMBER ?;";*.1*:"::""::::"'*t**t"s 
to the 5e*1asv or t'he coar rier-d

2A Leader: Profeseor T"R.Or.ren
Departure: By coaclr f,rorn the Gui"ldhall at 2"00 p*m.
Plsase book your seats on the enclosed booking f,orm.

The winter prograrnme of, l"ecturee wiil etarr an ?I{LIRSDAY 18th S ptEMBi.lH, The full
prograrntle has been arrange<t in arlvance aRci, for the ftrsb tiueo s carii ]ras been printed,
A copy is enclosed with thle Newaietler. Ae usual* nneeb*"cgs r*ill be hel<l in the
Royal Institutl*n (Swansea l'l'$sssm). 'rile have b*oked ths room for qhe third T!:iursday i-n
every month wliici: should ma]...* if, +asler to :.eme$i'beru

gLrNE_yALLqL rg4II
tfe are pl.eaeed to ba able to send out a copy of the latest, I*afl"ef, to be produced

by the SLJWIAS and S'*aneea C11y Council. fire text is by John Hayman, the lnep by Hayden
Holloway and the drauingo by Rob'in Cenpbell and Annette Philippe. l$a are sure that
members uil"tr find lt inlerest.ln6, and its eye-catching appeara&ee should help to
enBure nldespread distrtbuti-on. Further copies ere availabLe frsm $uransea City
Counci'l PlannLng Department a.t the Guifdnati, or f,rom Pau}" fteynold.e ia return for e
auitabl"e sized 6r&oer

AT{T'IUAI SUBSCRIP?IONS

This le the final '*arnln6 to thooe uhose 1!80 subscriptions are stlll outstanding.
Please remtt to the ltronn Trea$urer &.s s6on as ;rossible"- The epening ceremonies at
Scottrs Pit have been quite a drain on our funds and r*e cannot continire to send,
tnformation to mernbers who are not pald up. A red cross in the mar6in, bestde thi.s
paragraph is a reminder that accordlng to our reccrds your subscription has stilLnot been pald. Unless rse hear from you soo$! we shall regretfully have to assumethat, you have resigned .rpour membershi.p* The rate for lg8d is stlil- gt*50 (adul_is)
ar 75p ( fut:.-ttme student,e a.&d OApe) *
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algssLswsl!-$Egi$9.
At the AGM helcl last Harch the question of subscription evels for 1981 '*as

considered. The f inancial staterilent fr:r 19?9 ehowed a *miri.l" Ce iici t with the

prospgct of a larger cne in lgBO because of heavy spenciing at' Scot'tts Pit and the

increase i.n postage of nearly 50#. In vi.ew of this t-hre tfitleting agreed to an

lncreaee in subsc;iption Levele to take effect from 1 January 1981' It was also

declded to lntrorluce B. third categol'y of membershipr Fam:)y I't*tnbership, ln addj"t'ion

to the two exisling cateSories" For f,1 p,a. al"1- the rnember"s of a family }iving at
the same addrer:s can become rnembers of the Society, so L:ng '.*.x lixe'r are satisfied
to share one copy of all newslet.Lers and cit'cularso ?huu, unrJer the new errangementa
a hurrband and vl.fe wi.il pay no rnore than they are at prenrrrlt"

?he new rates fc:r' 1981 &re &$ fai.ir:ws:
!'ul I rate Si-OO p,a.
Reduced rat.e St*rJ0 p"a.. (ful}*time stutlenta, OAI's)
Family rate *1]-OO p"a*

This is tire firslf lricrease sl-nce 1$"/i whtch rneans that rateo have heen pegged fc:'
four years"

If you pay by Bankerrs Ort3.*:"* piease alt.er the i.nstructj-onr.i to y*ur bank to take
account of tirese new rates" ts0rt j"n ttre niargin he:.e is a rcnij..r;,ls:'that you are one
of the members v+iio has cllooen to pay ln tirls i+ay.

RECEi'IT NEI{S

Co":rgmluklionq, to Mise Betty l{elmes, Aciministrator of the Royal lnsLitutj"on since
1958r vho was ar+arded an HBE Ln the Birthday llonours in June. Everybody who has
ever had ocsasion to use the Boyal Inetitution wl1l Join in offering her their
warmest. congratulations on thls happy occaaiono

If_*!-lhg-9U. A. short course in lnrlustrLal archaeology, lastiag eight to ten xeekst
has been organised try the Open Unlverslty. Detalla from Kevin Floloney, Preee Officet
Open Universltyl t4ilton KeSmea l4K7 6AL.

Assoclglion folthe P{_oqoJion ojl pn Ins-li_Er_te .of IJd-d Arc}Elg-o-Iqei,qlq" Thts body
nas formed in 1979 tc promote an Instltue of, Fleld Arclraeologiats, the obJects of
whlch are to include the rnaintenance of adequate standards of trainingr educatlon and
conduet Ln the practice of archaeology and conservatlon of the archaeological heri-
tage. !{embership of, the Institute uil1 be by election *nLy, but rnembership of the
Associatlon j"e open to all interested parties for a subscriptlon of S]* The Secretary
of the AssoctatLon is B.K. Davison, f1 Basinghall ,Street, London EC2p 2&J, but
lnformation is av-ailable locally fror the Glamorgan/G'*ent Arshaeological Trust,
6 Prospect Place Swansea SA1 1QP.

@y.TheenglnehouseofGenwenCotr-11ery(l'l.R.941995}at B1mea, near Ll.anel)-i, ls perhape to ba preserved by Llanelli" Borough CouncLl.
The bul].rllng is at present covered rrl-th lvy ahd rather delapfdated* but it ls the
second oldast inrlustrial monument ourvivin6 ln the town. ft, could be made into an
interestin6r even an attractive, feature ln theErsa *nse ihe general improvement scherce
la completed" Co*operatl-on ls be1n6 scnght from the Welsh Offli*e. Genwen Plt *-as
sunk by Chauncey fewnee:rd, the Englieh capitall"st uho wae alsr: actirre in Llansamletsq
1n 1766. fhe existing engine house, horreverl lr the,*iork of Co}onel Oeorge Warde
who repl"aced Tovrnsendre r*ork nlth the present buil-dlng in 1806. The pit uas vorked
wlth int,ermLselone until 1908, but an arijacent slant survived to 1928. ft ie
possible that. later ounerc have made varLous nodifications to Harde'e en6lne house.

qqoJ rw&$_ qp{llG r}{Ej"P
The completion of the HSC echeme at Scottrs Fit Eeans *hat hh* $ociety le noi* j"n

poeseeol"on of aR assortment af ts*Is uhlch vrere bought wj.th ${SC money. As cne sf
the condltJ-ons of receivl"ng the monsy ln the flrst plac*r we are required to t,ry
to sell these toole Bo as to make snate sorb of r*payment to the I{IiC" If anyone la
Lnterested, pleaee c*ataet Cltff Alden (rk }leol Dulaie, BS"rehgr*ye! Sw&nsea) tdhs
rilf make arrangements fer yeru to eee the tools" I? is probably true to eey that
no sensible offer - or svee a"lry offer - *riIl be refused. Most of, the tsols ar*
stlll Ln pretty 6ood ehape.



C}JIf}I CONJ] COAL AI,II) STI:AM CENTRE CRYNANT

Earlier thls aummer the Cefn Coed Coal
engines of the old Ccfn Coeri colllery'
Glamorgan Courtty Coutrcj-l. There are a

& Stearn Centre, whi.ch ta based on the vlnding
openrld tcr the pulr]16 under t'he auspicee of rdest

numtler of featu:'tl.s well worlh sr:ei,.ngr lncl"udlng

- the boller houser coml')ressicln nacLlinery and stean enSine, and shafte
* aperati.ona in the nearby Blaennnt Coi'liery
- a permanent exhJ-bitJ.on lneludlng audio-visuals on Uefn Coed arid l'1 fe in

the Dul"als Valley
- changing exhibitlona in the ccmpressor rooul

- outcloor rnachinery exhi.bits
The center !s one mile scuth of Crynant on the A41O9 road frorn Aberdulais to Seven

Sieters. It is open daily {exeept fuerc}ays and hfednesdayo} from 1OJO to 1S3O {April
to October) or 1100 to 15OO {November to l'larch). Admlssi.on is SOp eachn or }Op for
chlldren, OAPs and the di*abled. Facltrittes lnclude a car park, toilets and a shopo

Cefn Coed Colliery uas eunk in 1926 after earlier failures by the Amalganoated
Anthraci?e Co. It was then tlie deepest anthracite mine in the worid heirrg a.lmost

] mile deep. Workl-ng at such a depth meant atructural and ventilation problems and
production did not etart untl]- the 19]Os. Steam was used to puer the massive engine
rrhlch vround the cageo up an<l down the shaft" th.e cotl.iery kas talten over by the NCB

tn 194? and mechanisad minlng techniques r,rere introduced. By lS6B it had become
uneconomic to nlne the high quality anthracite arrd Cefn Coed closed. Men nere rede-
ployed at the adjolning Blaenant Coliiery where a nek, drift H€ls openert in 1975. The
coal produced at Bl.aenant today is of a lor,+er quality and is used aolely at, pouer
stations. !{ost of it i"s aent to Aberthaw hy merry-go-round r}alrr"
(Information fron r,leet Gl.amorgarr County Flannlng Department.)

qpryd-4EI

Aa reported briefly in nurlast lssue* tlre d*ath Gecu:"red iru l{e'vember 19?9 of
Mr Elis J*nklne, the wel-}*knswn historian anrL iint,i.qu.ary t:f, Hcati:," & fcrurey'pupi3.
of Swzrnsaa Orammar Sehool , i:e,*as among tne first graduaLog of tlie University Col3.ege
of Swansea where he was an-ardeci the degree of B"A" tr"n 1$2!. In 1928 he was appelnted
head of the Engllsh department at Neath Gramrnar Schcoi* a pest he }tel.d untll his
rettrement ln t96?n i'[6 was Fresident cf t]re Neath.Ant' quariail {i*cj-erty three tirses
and Preeident of the Royal Ir:stJ"tution of Scuth w-ales in :?6{,lS?" He *sa,s wel} knorsr:
as a lectur"err hls chosen *rrbjecls beirrg iocal" porcelaS,n anC p*ttery rlnd topographS-cal
prints of the Neath ar"*as Hln larsest audienee is saicl to hawe [:een 1OO0 at Port
?albot in 1944. Several l:i-sioricai w:"itlngn from hiu pen have, he*n published,
lncruding DllIt.yI-,*'q*[!Sggl,.ja,rg (tgVt), Sq+SSne_Ps:sslstrr (tg7a) and otherao
Perhaps hoi-[G- ",oat;.te*or*ry uooks are 'q-]"E-"epAqg_}e]31 fiS?o)r+hich was pu]r1-ished
ln a llmlted erii.tion of 650 e{id sel-d orit *ffi*ilT*'ilurXlqsr a-nd [.e*ptr-S*d$g!:1g!.:a Svgrposlgm (tgZ4)o a col)ectiun of eseays or" whi*h l're t+as tkre etlit*i" ag"-n, ilte,
first' lnpressicn clf thls hariCsome vol.u:"le b{as NJDoyl ex}iaustrd *nrl a second pri*"ting
call,ed for r*ith{n a few morrth$o HrJenkins w&a awarded. the lhLr:n*rnry degi.** of, i'l ,A.
by the Unlverstty <lf ilales i::.'i9?3 and ber:arn* a Fg.]*]sw pf the Sc*i*ty of Anflquan*ee
Ln 197?" these distinclio&s represent the putllle a*knolv-i*ri.g*an'b c;f tire aark wtrichr
he has unquestlonabtr-y made erli the study erf t,tre iri"st*x'y *f lieath*

GftEEH C'dH LtrHE KII.T'I FARr,l.!1Lt

Slnce 1973 tne Gower Crussders have been worktn6 on the r*etoratlon of the Llmekiln in Green uwm" On 10 I'lay the proJeet ,*as deciered open in a e*.mple ceremonyat which the Shfv{fAS wae represented by John Hayman and paul Re3moLris. A brschure
'*as iesued whleh contalns background {nfornnatlon on the proje*'bn a. number of photo*
Braphe and a ueeful esaay! 'Lime kl1ne Ln So*rert by Martin Brsckleuhurst which
forme a uaeful Lntroductlon to a subJ*ct uhich has not generateri a great deal of
l"Lteratureo rt is ava&ble f,rona ltr Tony Eduax,rts, )g pennard Roado xtttln, s,,raneea
at $Op. The lime kilyr l"tself i"s new Looktng very goodn and is r*e]l worth 5:ayinga vLsit to: theralk up from Shepherdts et,ore le short and eaxy and you ea:t sa* the
Giantrs Gravs at the same tl-mes
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At last, after )f yearst work by a smal"l number of Society volunteers, and about

a yeat: of the Jot Creation ProJect, the Scottfs Plt rest*ratLon scheme was formally
declaredopenbythethenl'layoiofswansearcllrG-*i"lyml{ebber'on25April'c}lr
rrttabber Le a former miner and a Llansamlet ward councillor so"lt uas vary suJ"table

that the caremony should be timed to fa1l within his term of office*

Hork .on e_ite

Work started in Septenrber 19?6 al the.instl"gation and under the direction of Barry
Fagg. For the first two years it l*as orr a purely voluntary baa*"s, but in the autunn
of 19?8 an HSC grant uae obtained and thls, in addition to the continuing voluntesr
work, enablad far better progrese to be made. The MSC scheme lasted for nearly a
yearr In 19?9 Svransea City Council" purchased the site from its previous owner and
early in fgBO l-et a contract, the funds for which were provided by the 'Celsh Develop-
mgn! Agency, for the repair and stabilisation of tho gable-enda of the engine house
and the top of the chimney stack. Heanwhtle, Barry had moved away and Cliff Alden
had taken over as proJect supervloor.

OpeninE

During ttarch and AprL)" a emall group of volunteers put in a great deal- of time and
effort to clean up the slts for the opening ceremnolr. The contract for stabilising
the engine houee gabJ.es *nd chimney stac$ uas stllI running and it lras a rnatter of
touch-and-go urhether the scaffoldlng would be down and off the slte before the
ceremony. As lt turned eut, it w&s - hut with only about an hour to spare. !-ortunately
the weather on 2! April r*ae almost ldoal and all the arrangements vere able to go
ahead as planned. The final preparationa t{ere made in the morning and at about
2 orcloek the first gueste etarted to arrive. Or the ari,tal of the Mayor at Z.JO
all those present aesembled on the platform near the shaft" The President of the
Society, Professor F. Ller.reLlyn-Jones, made an introductory speech outlining thc
hietory of the site and the proJect, l,!r D"S, Aitken, on behal"f of the British Steel
Corporation then handed over a euperb engraved plaqua whlch explained the layout of the
el,te. fhis plaque rraa aceepted on behalf of the Society by the President and then
unvelled by the Hayor. Finally, a presentation nas made to the Mayor and Mayorees,
to thc Hayor a piece of tranplate found on site, pollshed, mounted and i*ith a suitable
inscrlption! and to the Mayorese a bouquet of flowers.

After this brief ceremnoy the visitors inspected the site and showed a grat.tr-fying
degree of lntereet and appreciation. A diaplay of flnds was on ahour and a photographLc
exhlbltlon had been mounted by Hayden Ho11ouay" This wae on the outslde of a carayan
loaned to us for the day by the Olamorgan/Gwent Archaeological Trust, while fran the
insi'ie tea and biscuits vrere dispensed by Hargaret Alden and Paull-ne James' It rae
good that so many people r*ere able to etay and that tha weather encouraged then to
Iinger.

Coverage in the local, raedia uae quite good., tsBC and litV both included short
sequences of fj-Im ln their local ne'*e bulletins that evening, aud Cliff Alden and
PauI Reynolds uere interviewed on Syansea Sound the day befsro* ftre South Wales
EvSgiJtf pe,gL featured the event prominently on the Sa*urday - prooi*affiifif?Eiut
the lasb issue befare they were strike-bound fsr a fortnight or mcre,

Fu,ture planc

There ls stl.ll some Eore rvork f,or the Society tc do at Seotite Pit, especially ln
connection nith the haystack boiler and the vinding and ventilation arrangements.
A permanent masonry plinth almo has to be erected so that the pS"aque can be placed
on site parma.nent,lyn ldhen the work on site ls f,ina}ly completed, then there remain,s
the task of preparlng a formaL report.
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Llgls.lse}--Bots,
Scottte pit !s named after Jahn ^5cott, a London altorney, vlho acqulrod a l-ea-ee of

the mlnerals in tti" "tu" in 1816" The construciir:n of the pit seeme to date from

i[iZ:iSit. The workmanship ls of a high standard r,rhich reflects the ambitl"oue expect-

fltlons that scott appears io have had of his new pit. There-ie*evidence that a steam

locomotlve uaa i.n uae fcr haulage on the tramroad frnm scottrs Pit doi'rn to Foxhole

for a Btrort trme'-rn-i6iq*r8ao, [oeetbry the r,rork of Geor8e stephenson- $cottrs Flt
fatlrct to repay the heavy inysrtment and after a succession af financial embarassments

scott pulled o"t L" 1828'and the plt passed to a local coal,ownar, charles Henry Smtth

of Gwernllwyneh,xlth, uho kept it opuo-untj.1 about 184O. It !!i stood detelict until
it vras reoptned sole1y as a pumping shaft i-n perhaps about 1900. It then felI into
disuse once again, duiing whleh- period lt was ueed as a rubbish tlp and farm_buildinge
,ere con6tructod on the iit*, 2n 19?? its lmpori-ance as the last surviving Cornlsh
engine house in this ditri.ct 'rras resognised when the Ancient Monumeats Board for
*ales recommended that tt should be scheduled.

. tJhen the SWI,JIAS atarteql ryork all that could be seea on site was the engine house
covered by a dense growth of {.rr-yr The lvy has now becn completely removed anctr

excavatir:n around the engine heuse has revealed an int,eresting complex of buildlnge'
The engine house contained a Cornish pumplng engine, proba'bLy r*ith a vertj.cal 40 I'n.
cylinder e,nd s 3) fb, beam" The base of the condenser has been revealed on the engine
house f1oor, The shaftf riold capped, r*ag stone-lined and divided by a eeatral brattlce
inLo upcast and downcast sections. Ib is said to be about 5OO ft. deep. A platform
to the hortheaet of the engine houee probably represents the base of the ninding
englne. It r*as connected to the shaft by a narrov tunn*lu Also enterlng the sharftt
from the north, J-s another tunnel, probably connected r+ibh centilation. The foundations
of two bollers have been founds to the south-irest is the baee of a haystacli boiler
about 15 ft,. Ln diameter r*hich wae probably the origi"nal source of energy. 0n ihe
opposite sl<le of the englne house are the foundati.ons of a wailgotl troiler whlch may have
been put in whcn the p{t. was ra-apened l-n about 1$OO: lt te shobm *S g*"tg, on a picture
postcard postmarked 19O?, &lthough a aumher of trannplates have been found on sttet
both yhole and fraqmentary, there ls sti1l no fj.:'m evidenee s.s to the courme of the
tramroad l"u the j"mmedlate vtcS-nlty of tire pithead, altirough ea,rth'xorks aay be eeea
south of the pit near the F{& and S'*aasea District ralluray ltne.

II{DIJSTHIAL ARSH}SOIOGY ANl] $TAI-IP MOKS

Do you buy books of postage stampa? If not, then you wi"l} pr*bably have missed
the drarlngs of I.A sutrJeete tltat Bre currebily appearlng on the covers of books of
1et elase stanps" Ill-ustrated ir a vlew of Ironbrldge fronn the days when first
class postage cost 1Op" The surreht g1-2O book hes a picture of a uil"l in l{orthern
frel*nd and further deeLgns &re said to be on the ray"

lril
iL.{i

RoyalMail
Stamps
Ten at 10p
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IIECENT LITEB4TUBE

LLArUR: Journal of the Soclety for the ,Stutly of l'le1sh Lab*rur Historyt- ;;i. ];-;;; i,-;p;i;s-;;eo-" iriot Dr H. Fiansler swHL' )o skettv Road' swanaca)

llafut has flourished and grown c.onsiderably since its beginnings ln 1972r both

fil-i6me of size and of circulation. lhe present issue contalns over 100 page6

compared to ab6ut 4O tn the first ieele, and at f.2 represente good value for
mnrr*y. Although the articlea it contains are, strlctly speaking, only peripheral
to I;, no apology neeA be made for notlng lt here, slnce it is studiee of the klnd
that appear l-n iiafur that help to supply humanity to lnduetrlal archaeology and

ralse tt from a aterlle antlquarianism. ArticLes in the present lssue include
fThe south tlales race rlots of 1!1!r, tSldel-ighte on religion and pol"itics in the
Bhondda valley' 1906-261 | rCrime in Merthyrr 18]O-5Of and rThe lead miners of
Fllntshire anri Denbighehlrer. It is lnterestlng to note in the report on Llafurre
main aetivLtiee Ln 19?9 that an Inrlustrial Archaeology Day School r*as held at
Cardiff to fornmlate a pollcy on IA. Richard Keen addressed the meeting and a
discussion 1ras held on rrle Wales to become one big playground and museum?fr -
a pertLnent point, since one sometimee has the feelLng that the maJor Srouth
industry ln trlal"es today 

,Ls 
the establishment of induetri-a,I m;useums.

GOirERr vol. XXX, 1$f$

The tseue of gower published last December contains a number of artlcles on industrial
history uritten by members of this Society., Professor Fra.nk LlewellynJones describee
rThe way from Oystermouth village to Swaneea tonn, sirca 18OOr tuhich eonsiders
transport between these two places. Paul- Reynolds Looks at tSchemee for a Gower
Iight railwayl uhlch came cloee to frritLon several times betueen f895 ana 1924.
Geral,d Gabb iescrlbes tA ceremnoy at Blackpill z 1861t whlch marked the start of
work on the Llanelly Railwayte branch from Pontardulais to Snansea Victoria.
Also Lneluded Ls G.D. Nuttgene' rA hletory of Oxwlch vlllager rvhleh containe
lnformation on limestone quarryLng and trade.

R.O" Roberts, rEnterprise and eapltal for nonferoua metal snelti-ng ln Glamor6an,
1694-1924r, MorsqIrnyF, voI. XXIII ,1979, l+8-82

The amount of capital required by the smelting lndustry was conslderable: in the
1!th century it apFears that an investment of about S5OO per employee \./aa requJ-red.
In view of the sma1l amount of money available in Glamorgan af the beginnlng of
the Indu*t,rlal RevoLutlon, I-t nas hardly surprising that ttre capital shouLd have
come frr:m outslde the county. Mr Roberts identlfie.s the sources of thls investment
for firms eetabliehed in three perlo<ls, pre-1lJO, nrA-1850 and post-185O. The
Iargely immigrant entrepreneurs were a hlghly dlverse group, but represented uere
capitallsts ln ore-minlng and copper and braes manufacture. Mr Roberta also
considers brlefly their characteristlcs and achievements as business and community
leaders although, as lye admite, the evidence for this is too sparse to enable any
flrm conclusions to be drawn.

P.R. Reynoldo, tBuildlng the Swansea Vale
Va}ley Historlcal Society, 8, 1980, 1-6
Swansea. 1lp post free. )

An outline of the steps by uhich Scottre tramroad of 18tt r*as converted into the
SVR and extended up the valley as far as Brynanman, which place it reached in 1854.

AQUEDIIflIr no. 51 19$lb (Fron Neath & fennant Canals Preservation Society,
57 Brlthwen Road, l{aunarlxydd, Sraaeea, No price stated,)

The }atest l.ssue of the Journal of the N & T containe a varteiy of internaL
socfety_material and tro ehort articles of hietorlcal lnterast. rThe beginnings
of the Tennant Canal-t by Gera1d Gabb drars Largely on The _Cambrj.g tn an att*mpt to
avoid dupltcatlng materlal already publlshed. Ian !.{ifne uacs a ffinuscrlpt volune
recordLng traffic in the 189Os to examine tGoods caried on the Tennant banal,
18go-19o1 r 

"

Pubriehed for the south west uales rn<lustrlal Archaeorogy soclety by
12 Beaconsfr-eld Way, Sketty, Swansea SA2 gJRo
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