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Annual General Meetlng
Rcyal In6tilution,/Swansea Museumr 7 p.m.

Mr S.K. Jones
Brunel 1!r souLh ware. Royal rn6titutlon' 7 p'm'
(This meeting has been arrengcd byt and i6 held lr1 aasocl"atiou
with the Department of Extra-l'{ura1 Studies' U.C.S.)

Dr Hvwel f.ancis will introduce rnenbers to the South 'vtlale6

Minels library. (Pls,lsE NoTE: This meeting H111 be held !n
the So.rth 'aLes Hlnersr Llbraryr 50 Sketty Eoad, Swansea.)
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;,/ilt members please take lhi6 as tte lormal 4otification of lhe A.G.M? the custotna.y
business \viU be transacted, i.e. to app.ove the minutes of the last A.G.M,i to hea-r
the relorts of the various olficers; to disc,"rss future acttvitiesi an.i to c.nsider a]ly
o.,her relevant busineEs. Wouil any flember who ,ri6hes to ra:iL6e a matter under A.O,B.
please give advanco nolice to the i{on. Secrotary, }lr U.L Robertsi Grove Cottas€,
Gloucester P1ace, Munbies, Swansea?

SUBS!R]PTIONS

Subscriptions are nov due and si'toutd be sent to the Hon, Treasurer at your earliest
convenience. The address lriU be found on ihe 1a6t page. The rates fixed for thi6
season bir the last A.G.l.l. are:-

Standard rate: $2-OO p.a. Reduced rate (oAPs and siudentE)l t1-0O p.a.
Iamily nedbership: tr-CO p,a. (to cover all members oi a family livi4g at the
6ame addressr bui on th€ unCerotandj.ng that only one copy oi each society
conrmunication i6 recaived by eacn family)

As a result of the note in i.lie last I-e]IgIg-ES: a good nuober of menbers have already
paid for 1981, for \,r'hich ,e are most graleiul. The commiltee has been particularly
heartened by the good nunxber of rnenbers lrho have mo6t kindly included a donatlon (ilr

a quite substalrtia1 one) over end above their due6. This gesture of con-
lidence in the Sociely i6 aost en.ouraSing Erd to at1 of you lre xould like to express
our warfieat aDpreciation of your generosity"
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On 5 february'!981 swansea City Courcil decided that the derelict Siemens'

Iaboratory should be offered to ihe secret"ry of siate to p'eserve as an anclent

nronuoent lt the expense of cedtral go,t""'uoi' The buildlng-16^ in a delapidated

statean.llvorkhasrecentlybegunontheerectionofae,'00ofetrcetop'event
""""it 

o"j"u"a accesa and posslbie accldents vhich couLd be caused by lta dqn8erous- 
-

.i"i". trr" Mayor of Swansea, C1lr. Alarr Lloyd is 
"eported 

to have sald: \e should
offer it back io the Secretary ol State. If he v'alts to [ailltallr it aE an anclent
aonument he cair pay for it hin|self"r

In oraler to nake sure that the geaeral pub1lc reallsed the lmpor'tallce of the
Slenens buildingr the Cllalfl[ao of the S.W.l,.I.A.s'! Dr lred Cowleyr sent a lette!
to the South rJaies Evening !o6lE sho.tly afte! the Councr.l'E dleclEion ilaq repo'ted'
In hls leLler he vrrote:

"The recent aleclsion by Svansea Clty Councll,s Leisure Servlces Coqnllttee to vash
it6 hanals of the alerelict Siehens Lsboratory et l,andore (reported in the EIgg!!8
Post, 5th February) l-6 unaler:standable but dlsappointlnS.

The Laboratory t,as schealuleal a6 an histollcal nonuoent in HerLta8e learr 1975 aad

It !ra6 then pianned to preeerYe the Eorthern bay of the buildinB i'rith the eigbt
gable chinrney Etacks white demoll-shing the other t,alls to utindol,r 1eve1 to leave a
recog4isable layout. Since then the buildin8 has been allovreal to deteriorate to
such aD {tent that it is 4oir adhittedly art eyeBore aral a real danget to itrquisiti"e
children.
The Laboratory formeal Fart of the works of the Landore sieneas steel co. founded by
l{i11iam siemens ln 1868. Ix 1869 6tee1 proaluctlon beganr using for the first time
in Brltain the open-hearth process of convertiBg pi8_iroE lnto steel. The labo!-
atory r,ith the adjolning roons whlch sere u6eil as offices and l)oBsibly livin8 quat'ters
is alf tUat iemai;s o! the oriaiaaL irorks. A writer: in a supplenent to the @E!g
Dal1y L€ader j.n 1921 declared that 'ho ruin ln the uortd can boast a pa6t historJ'
6?li;Ter 

"-afue 
to this geneiatlon than the disused buildings beIor,, Landore Viaduct

where Dr. sienrinsr $ith the help ol Local denr brought to completion the conversion
of pl-g-irofl into the filxest quallties ol stee1." suah xa6 the reputation of the
lrorks in the 1880s that the builders of the fot'th Bridge ordered 12,o0o toEs of the
42iOOO to[s ol steel vtrich went into the Bski.ng of the brid8er fron the Lardore

Suansea'E nLneteenth centuly greatness uas built on coppert steel and tinplate
and the buildtngs here the j-Edustrial processes were planneil aaal carried out haver
apart lroB their value as a tourist attfactiol' Sreat historical lnportaace for
the city. No responsible person wouLd argue for the indiscrlminate PraservatioB of
industrlal ruLns but a strong case can be nBde for a fimitedr selective presetvstio4.
It is to be hoped that positive action ui11 be take ' even at thi6 late hour. to ensure
that somethi[8, hoveve! Enaflr is preserved of three lnportant sites whlch eFitoEise
S{ansears past metallurgical achievene!.t6r the Molfa-Uafod Copper llorks recently
vacated by Yorkshire lnle.iat Metat6r the sieflens Laboratory and the Duffrytr Einplate
!ork6, llorristoEr stllf happily being used by the british steel corporation.
Selection ls not difficult because the6e three sites are all that survive of
swanseats industrial heritage Ln the l,ower Svansea Vatley. In the aewly-created
Enetrprlse Zone it will not come anis6 to be renlnded of the vigourt inventlve[esg
and enterprise of the Vlctorian entrepreneufs.

Yours sincerely,
I.c. Cowley,
Cbairfianr south liest ll,ales Industrial Archaeology societytr

LtrArl'ERr S MILL -lEf, AGAIN

Ner,,r proposals have ju6t been nade pubfic for the derool-ition of lreaverr 6 Mill lE
Svransea! Britaini6 first reinforced concrete builaling, the pr.esent ptans lncfude
provision for preserving a 6ectio[ of the building ard makiag sadlples of the con-
structional naterial avaLlable for analysis by the Bulldiog ReBeerch Establishoent.
l,lore in our next Lssue vhea the detalls oi the scheme have been clarifled.
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GLASBXOOX Ai.ID IIIC}1A;iDIS GORSI] RAIII{AY SWANSXA

During the nlnetecnth certury there uere tuo qulte separate and distinct traoroads
at different pe!'iods running up the CwIn at Si{ansea froal the teiBinal basin of the

Swansea Canal to coel mines to the north a4d Yest of the tortr. The first of these r,aa
the property of Sli John t'lorr:is (I and II) 3nd was in existence fron the 179Os untl1
the expi?X of the lease in 1819. It E€rveal the Aberdybeithy, Char enal Pentt'e plta rmont
othefE. The Eecondr perhaps better described aE a ldneral raihayr rra8 built by
Glagbiook anal Rlcharal in the late '184os end lasted uEtiL the e.rly 18?oE. It folloEed
the same llne es Morllsrs traml.oed ln the ClrDt but it6 terninus ras at the Gorse
ColfLery, CGckett. It is wi.th the letter of these tvo uadertakin8s that the pre6eat
piece ls collcerned"

Ille lsnd in the cim ',{hich lras uEed by both lines beloDged to swansea Corporation.
The lease uEder irhich Morrls had been empo{ered to build hLa traBioad had ori8lnelly
bee[ gr'anted by the CorporatloB to ldllllao Coles of tba S[ansea Pottery ln 1?76 fo,"
the period of t',ro lives or 99 years (1). This lea6e ras asslgneal to Lockwood and
Morris in 1790 (2) end they probably bui.It their v.aggoruay or tramroed .€ palt of r
programtne of erlension in the coel trade rlhlch iDcluded 6ajoi inpaovenentE at the
Peatre Plt eltd the croation of a coal ba]0k on the river Taue. Ihe second of the tyq
livesr daughters of Robe.t Mor.i€. died in 1819 e4d in con6equenc6 51! JohD HorlL6 II
l,as glyen notice to quit fro6 }tichaelias 1U9 (). fhis dalked the end of the first
CrE traEroad.

fil 1841 Morils put piopoEals to the Corpor.etion for a ael, 16a6e of lsnd for bulldlng
r r'l.osdl (1.e. relluay ot traEroad) lroD the ter.miru6 of the Oysternouth Rsiltrey rt
the Pott€rr a6 far as Weig !'ar.. Construction rias to b€ uEdertakeo undler the triouers of
the O.R. Act of 1Bo4 vhich emporderedl the owlers or. occupLeis of nlneral property to
build such connectiag 1iaes. A Corporation cord[ittee investigated the !equ6st, endl
at lts recomneddrtiotr, the CorporstioE {as prepared to graEt l,lorii6 a 1eas6 subJect
to certaln conditioBs: -
-- the road rres to be open to the public oE palment ol reasonable tolIs
-- othet' coalo{rlers rere to be allor,ed to or-ke brerlches with Morrisrs lIDo
-- any peity that wlahed to extenii the line beyold l/ei8 Fa$r should receire llorlis.a

perrlssion to do Eo on p.ytlelrt of a reasoneble coope[sation for the latrd requLred
-- the Cot'por'ation ,es to be at U.ber.ty to terminate the 1ea6e at any tiE6 ..nd teke

pgsaeasion lrith l1o Uebilty to pay aEy coll?ea6etio4 other thaE the costs lEcu.real
1Il coastructior

-- the reEt iras to betd pei toE on eL1 co.l carrieal, but rrith a einilluE o! A1O p.e. (4)

De6plte the u1I1lngness of the Corporation to grant Morris the lea6e he soughtr Eo
further action re6 taken. V.fl. JoneE 6ay6 thet opposition to the schene c.nre fro[
Mansel Phl1ltl)s uho clalDed oultership oi pert of the Lend required for the trrErosC
uhere it edjoinedl hls property at the PeBtre bridae (5).

SeveE yeai6 1ater, itr 1848, the propo6al vaE revivecl! this tine by Joha clasbrook
alld hi6 brother.-in-1a,,J! Philip Richard, whor as the Gor6e Colliery Company, vere then
starting to develop their collieri66 at the cor6e Errd ilelg Fa{r. N.L. Thomas detes
this to 1847-51 (6), a:rd thte ties in 'reU enough !{ith an aalvertiseaent ifl The Camb.ien
(15 Deoeober t848) annouaclng that coal vas lov arailable for sale from trre-d6iiE--
CoUiely. ConstructioE of the railway u! the CuB daa, of couraer a necessary part of
the developdent of thes6 coll"ierLes and fu 1848 Glasbrook and Richard subBitted en
appllcatioo to the Corporatioa for permission to lay do1,ln thelr raih,,ay lnEofares it
lras intended to take tt across the Corporationrs larld in the Cun. At Lts reetiDg of
12 l,lay, the Corporation refefed this application to c speci&l committee $hlch reported
back a {eek 1ater. The connl"ttee aeferred to Morr:i6,s requeEt itr 1841 and r.ecommended
that the pyeseEt applicatloll be granted on tlle same te.ns as had been proposed theE.
Ilo{ever, the sltuatioll In 1848 vas sonelrhat conpficated by the fact that Gfa3br:ook
and Rtcha.d had already staited to build their railvay over a piece of Corporation laDd
adjacent to the Cum rrithout obtaininB the Corporationts parni.ssion. Ihi6 land bad
beeE leased to Calvert llchaid Jones slnce 1829. Iolforing hls death 1a April 184?,
hi6 eeElgrtees had granted pemisslon to Glasbrook and Rlchar.d to cross thls land for
a conEideratiolr, and the r.ailway had aL'eaaly beell constructeal betreen the pentre
bridge and Cvnbt,r1a by the tine they submitted their application to the Corporetion.
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fhe assigBees had acted lrithout the consent of-lhe Corporation and \',ere clearly
exceedin; the powers granteal Ln the lease of 1329' but the Corporatlon chose to take
a soft IIne. It i{as agreeal that subiect to the lowtr Clerk receivln8 evidence of the
a66ent of the assignees of C.R.Jones to Glasbrook and Richard bullding their railwayl
then perilission should be confirLled by the Corporation and a lease of the land irl the
C,lr be Branted (7).

Obvlously the Eown Clerk aust have been Batisfied - a mere forinality ilr any caae -
for on 9 June 1848 it lJas resolved unalimousfy that permiEston be granted ty the
Corporatioa to RLchard and Glasblook to 1ay dovm their railtrayi and that the necessary
legal steps be taken to latify the 8rent. As reconmetrdeal by the conditteet all the
terma uere to be the sar0e es had been proposed to Morris in 184'1. Gle6brook and
Richarcl can have lo6t no tine in startin8 work' for by 1l October 1848 a council
Bdnute refened to rrthe railiray lald down by l'tessrs Rlchar:d and Glasbrook over the
CorDorat.ion propetty through the Curn'r. It appears !h&! the dlspute w'ith Mansel
PhL11lps over the exact boundary betvrean hi6 pt'operty artd that of the Corpotation
had surfaced againr and the toun Clerk lras instructed to attedpt to resolve the
disagreemeat. Ia 1841 Phiuipst oppositloD had pievented llorriB froD proceealing
1,dth hi6 1tne, but Glasbrook and Richard in 1848 appear to have goae ehead and bul.1t
theii raLluay ovei the disputed la]1d! leavLng the Corporation aEd the Tolrn Clerk to
6o?t out the 1e8a1 aspects.

The raifvay uas probably cor,rplete from arouEd Cunbrrrla to the Pottely \r e&rl)'
1849r for the first payoent naale by G1a6brook and Richard to the Corporation uas for
the half-year March-Seltenber 1849 (8). Ilol,ever! a further extetsioa beyo!.d Ci{lnbvl1e
l{as uader consider:atioB: this vas, of coulsor essential to tllrk up vith the Gorse and
l/eisfal,r pits. In the pritrted ReDort on the estate and DroDet tX_g!_!!9:qryIgE!99
of iyansea, Uay-oav r8iO (r.p" i.e
rall1,ay has not been executed - MessrB Richard and Glasbrook havi[g applied for per-
missioE to extend the Rallway'r. Their r.eque6t fiiust have beeb grant6d, althou8h :.t
does not appsar in the Corpor.ation minutes, for L\ t}re 1850/51 Rent Roll the 6all1e eatly
:s Blven aa for the preylous yea!! rrFor pernission to lay a railuay fro above PeEtre
Brid8er throu8h the Ur,,rn to the Canalrt, but with the insertLon of what uas obvlously a
last-ninute addition '!& fron above Cvnburla BlLd8eti. At the same tilre the annual
rent. of €,'10 hs6 been altered by the addition of n& tlo" (i.e. to Eake a to!a1 of g2O
p.a.). ThLs seeds to shov that in the sunmer of 1850 claEbrook atrd Eichard receiveal
pernlssion to extend their raifway froE it6 teEporary terminus between the Pentre saal
q,rnb},rla brldges to Join u! $ith th€ pits at Go?se anal Weig favr.

The southern teminus of the railvay l{as at the ba6lE of the Sransea Canaf, nea!
the Pottery! fion which point access couLd be obtained to the harbour by means ol the
Oysternouth Railvay whlch extended thi6 far. In 1852 elaGbr.ook and Ricirardr6 raileay
6eens to have shared a mlxed-gauge track (edge-raivtra,i}late) rith the O.R.i but ln
1655r following the co[version of the latter to stendard-gauge edge-railr sn urlbroketr
end-on juactlon appears to have been made betlJeen the tvo fil1es ulth through lutrnitla
poseible (9). frots the Pottery, the lailxey ran up the Ci,m! passing under Neath
Road by the Hafod bitd8e. This bridge still survives! although 1t has beed irldetreal
at solne time to allo[ liore rooo for. traffic on the Neath Road, The rail{ay cofltinued
!p the Cwn to the Pentre brld8e, which can r1or no longer be seen! but wa6 Ln fact on
l,Iangyfelach Road, outside the entrance to r,rhat is nor the Cw,nfelin llorks. To thiE
poitrt the route of the railway can at Least be foUoired in the aliga0rent of prese[t-
day atreeta, but the next stage is completely destroyed, fhexe a.e iro traces at a1I
oa the Eround, and very few on Eaps. lt crossed the plece of l-and now occupi-.d by
the u',rnfeIia works aad passed unde! the South Wales nain li[e by a brtdge which h&s
been filled int but traces of vhich caa still just be made out i-a the embanlcrnent,
At CwEbvrla modern road developmentE have co&pletely eradicated any si8rl of ou!
raifi1iray, and lt is no] until Cave Street that lt call be picked up oncs agai.n.

fhe ircline uhl"cb can still be Been to the west of Cave Street is nor, th€ best
Eur\rivitrA feature of the ralluay. The tncline operateat ot1 the eelf-acting priaciple\1o), uttb the lragons being raiied andt louered b] aeans of chains. In rB61'an ofA
nlan va6 ki1led qn the incline: he had been at work repairin8 the track altd it is
stqted that he failed to hear the lainiEg shouts of his conpanions or to see the
moveaent of the chalns as the vagons staited to nove (tt). Ihe6e chains {ere
suppolted on rol1ers, and the nountilrg of one of then could be seed until qulte
recently ln the form of a square stoae block r,rith four holes bo.ed in it. It l,as not
unlike the stone 61eepe! blocks used at all earlier date, but it wa6 rlot one of the6e.
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The arran8ement of the holesr the pattern of wear and its position in the centre
of the in;1tue all point to its having becn a ro1ler-oountinS' Although there ia
no roEitive evidencer Glasbrook and Richardrs iailway was very probably faid o!
,oolur, .t""pu"", 184i-5o uould have been very late to find a ner, railuayr eve! a
mineral raiireay Ln south l,lalesr Iaid on 6tone blocks, aad on the cave street idclirre
thete are no t;aces at all of, stone 61eepe.sr the one section i''lhere one DiSht have

er.pectoal a fei, to sulvlver had they exl-6ted at a1f. Also of lntelest Ls a hollor'
scooped ouc alongslate the lncline ;hich i6 carried oE an eabanknedt: there uould see!
!o be no operati-nal neeal for Lt, and the o[Iy reason for its existence can be that
Inaterial u;s obtaiaed for the enbankr0ent by side-cuitln8! by diAging l"t up fron thLa
ho11ow. fhere a?e no cuttin8s else!,,here on the lihe from l,,hich spoll could have been
obtai-necl to build the eobankment r the p?actlce Senerally adolted in the construction
of railr,ray earthuorks.

At the head of the incune there !,ras a iunctlonl the oiigfual lLae forked 6outh
to the l,{ei8 ranr and Gorse pits, whtlst a later branch cane i.ll flon the Worceeter
and l,leig Fich plts to the north-rre6t. It Ls not posslble to see atry morq siSo6 of the
.ailuay ufltif the point yhere it cros6es Cockett Road. ilele a short stletcb can be
seen to the east of the toad in the forn of a4 overgroltn holloY. GolBe Collleay
vas on the western side of the flain roadt iu6t south of the nev poll-ce statlotr! but
the 6ite h.s nov besn built over. BeyoBd Gorte colliery the lalll,ay coBtlnued for
about a quarter of a nlle to a patch of dlsturbed Srouad lrhich appears to have 6eerr
sol0e exlloratoiy uorkiqs for coa1. Thi6 final stletch of raileay can stLll be
folloued across the fields to the !re6t of the ner, schooI.

the branch to the l,IeLg lach end worcester Fits luas probably faid a litile later
thar the Eain tine. The map acco6panyiEg l{l.chae1 Scottrs Report oll the sur)DlY of
{ater to the toh1r of Swarsea, published in 1852, shows shat appears to be the oain
11n; to the corstGrrlery, tut not the }Jeig rscv!,lorcester braach. the !e1g Facu
pit i{as in exlstence ty 1844r vhen It l{as offered tor sale (12), and h 1846 the
ireigfach couiery Coapany appeared as a traale! o!! the siansea canal. In 1854 tbe
oi!,ners \.Iere Evans! Gre8or & Co. By 1870 it hed passed to lhonlas Gla6brookr the
brother of Joh[ Glasbrook, rlho a]so sayrk the l{orcester ?1t! the first reference to
u,hich occurg iD 1856. It nay {e11 be that the branch froe these pl.t6 to Glasbrook
and Richardrs r.ailway was laid ia the 186Os by Thomas G1a6b?ook ,hen he had acqulreal
the {eigfach and we6 in the process of sinki.trg the lrorcester PLt.

Ttre raifvay contlnued throuBhout the 1850€ arld 186os, atrd occasiona]-ly alFeared Ltr
the 1oca1 press, 8eneralIy in connectlon with acci.dents. the Jouth of the distaict
appear to have lIayed o]1 the ralh,ay as a regular pursuLt! sonetiines l,Iith fatal
results. A boy xas kitled j.tr Jure 1860 in thls uay, and another in the follovltl8
September. At the laque6t on the latfer it va6 stated that lrthe deceased, like oany
other boys, uas ln the habit of gettiB8 on the wagoos as they cam€ dorn the Crllbxrla
incline iEd about 4 orciock that afternooa he endeavoureal to ju$p upolr one of the
ilagon6, and in so doitrg fell undel the u,heels and his head wa6 crushed to piecesrt.
Ilowever, it iaay have been that the boy 'ra6 kl.1led Ln the course of dutyr and not
just a6 a !.esu1t of tarking aboutr for 11, wa6 also Etated that he lJas in the se.vice
of M. Richard Glasbrook (g!g). Another ilrteresting poi[t to ere.ge fron this
accident repoit is that the horses and wagon involved beloES.d to a Mr Trevor tJtUlans !
does this tndicate that Richard & Glasbrook aubcontracted thelr haulage to small
operatorsr or i6 this a ca6e of a member of the pubLlc exerclsing hi6 r'18ht to use
the railway, as lyo\rideol for in the terinE of the Corporation Araat? (1])

A furthoi fatality l,as the one {hich has alreaaly been noted, ln 186f, of an o1d
man being lcnocked dol,Ia arld killed. Yet another accident occu$ed in 1871 lJhen a
lrl1lian Uarchant va6 knocked dolrn alrd rua over.. Marchant lyas a Etraager to Suanses.
Ho had just arrived from Portsmouth and had been oflered a job at the Ci{mb,rrlB tia
,orks. He came out of the works a1l unsuepectitrS and Etelped onto the Lucline La
frodt of a tr.aLn. lle alied the next day from hI6 lnJurle6 (14).

lhe accialent to archant 1n 1871 ts the Last r.eference that has been discovered so
far to the raih,,ay bein8 in operatioo. Yithin the next iev years it va6 to be closedr
and by the tioe that the 6n O.S, &ap ra6 surveyed 1rr 1876r it had been comlIeteIy
Ufted. A Srransea Coiporatlon plan of 1878 survives (15) ,,rhich shoi,/s the r.alluay
stL1l. in poEition, but this must be out of date. Pe.haps it serves to sho* that
the railvay had only recently beea lifted !,rhen the 5'r 0.S. uas pioduced. The reaso!
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ior the.josure ol ihe railway is not entiielJ clear. bul it riust te to io kiih
the abandonment of the pits, at l--ast in l,.lrt. The Gotse Pit doe; n.t alr,ear to
have been u,orked much alter the mid-l86Cs' apart. from a short spell in approxlnately
r83O-8r, ,rnd the iieiA Fawr ai€o eeem$ to h:,ve closed,lown at about lhe 6:!n-. dlte! if
not before, and to ha1.e Etcod i'lle until ?hi1ip Richar'.i Jr r-'coonrenced operatj.onlr in
the 1890s. Of the other pits served b:/ tlLis fire, the wel8 Fach and Uorcester were
both bej.ng d v.loped froo the nid-1850s onvrar(lsr Howeverr tt is probaLrly significant
that in 1872 the oreat l{estern Rait'.r'ay converteC its 1lnes in south dales froln broad
to standard gau8e, This meant that thr'ough worklng between tire main 1lne &nd the
colliery systems was noi/ tr,ossible. A siding was put in from Cockett to lrorcester
and v{eiA rach and once this outlet exlstedr the need ior Richard & Clasbrookrs
ra11',ray Ha6_rimoved. It is u-nlike1y lhat 1l survived the change of Bauge on the nlal!
Ilno 1n o/1 Dy more Lnan a led yearsr

P. R. F.

1, [niversity College r Svansea, Librarr. Itafl Day Minute Book, 16 February 1776.
2. I,I.H.Jones- Hislorv of the Dort of Swansea (1q22)- 262
1. U.C,S., swansea Corporation Minutes, 18 Uarch 18f9
4. ibid,r 24 Septenber 1841, 19 May 1848
5. r,,l.H, Jones, L:S!, 26?-,
5. N.L,Thona6r History of Swanses's districts and villaAes (1969), IrI, 2O8
7. II.C.S., Sr.r@
E. U.C.S.r Svansea Corporation Rent Foll, 18q9,/5O
9. Royal Instituti@ of South Wa1e6, Deposited Plalr6 ! Snansea Dock6 & }linelel

Valleys Ralll.Iey
10. Stat€d in the report of an accident
11. The Cambriarl, 2 october 186J
12. lbld.. 2 March 1844
1 ,. i-bi-a.; 1) June, 14 selteEber 1860

ln The Ca briar, 1l June 185o

(25 Aanuary 1981) reported that the entire
be sold by its present owoersr c.R. Steid
altd it ls suggested that a4 offe. in the

14. ibid.! 2? May 18?1
15. J.M. Daviesr rThe grovth of settletnent ln the Suansea Val1ey, (M.A. thesis, 1942),

&ap J1

BRIEE NEWS ITEI.IS

L,E+E rrg9l!Carma$!93" Attenpts are to be made to preserve the engine house of the
vale of Touy lead mirle near carmarthe! (nap ref. 4lZlgg). tt alates from about 1852
and houaed a Cornlsh prmping etr61l}e, ft is in a serious state of alisrepairr anal for
thLs qeason has been de-scheduled by the Uelsh Offlce. A tenlorary preservation
orde. has beer placed oa it by Carmarthen DiEtrict Councll lrhich gives 6ix months totry to reach a decislolr on it6 future. lhe figule of t2OiOOO has been nentlotred a6
the posoible cost of the necessary repaLr worko

Porthpain for Sale. The Deilv Teleoranh
vl t-Lage or porthgain (bar the pub) is to
Refractori.e6. leniters are being iovited
region of &25OrO0O irilt be successful.
Burrt Port g Gwendraeth Val1ey Railyay. ff the tsr,itish Bailrays bill in the ,resentaeasion of Parliament ls successful; the ex-B.p.c.V.R. IL:re from Bur:ry port to Carway(near Kiduelly) coulil be cloEeat and G{erdraeth Vattey coat taken out over a neu con_
nection from Carway to the maln 114e at ltidweUy. The roason iq that the railway vasbuilt on the bed of the Ktdvelly & tlaneUy Can;l and the caaal still makes it6 ;re_sence felt after heavy raln: the tiadkbed fiUs vith uaterr especiaUy [nder thebridgesr atld operations have to be suspenated. Adother difilcuity is that sone ofthe brldges \Iere built for the canal aad are too 1ov for full-slze Loconotir.es. The
smaLl .hunters that are currently used on the ri''e are near the enal of their useful r"ifeard it {ou1d sinplify natters Lf B,R. could tr6e Etanalarcl loconotives to replace them.
Neath & Brecon Raituray. lre6t clamorgan County Council hopes to revive a Eteam-operateilpassedger servLce over th16 branch in connectio[ r.dlh Cefn Coed Coal and SteaE C;rt"e.Ultlinately a servLce froo Neath to Craig-y-No6 is envisased with notive pouer beilg
suppu"ed by preservation grdups. One probfeo that will have to be reEolved 1ftbe passehger traias are not to be conflnFd to ueeL,enJsr is hou to accotrroalaLe bothwest Clamor8an and B"R. traffic on Lne s&rle srngle_r,rack branch. Ihere is slillquite a healthy coal trafflc lrom oat ln6rn and Biaenant ." ;h; ii"..
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COSHER BAII,EY I S ENGTNE

t,lanyve|sionsexj-BtofthepopularlJelshballadllcosherBal.ley'sEn8lne.l,but
few oi then have appeared in print. "cosher Bailey" hinself ls Probably a
corruption of Craweiray Bailey, the irorunaster of t{antySlor and the engine nlSht
rufur to tfre locornotlve nCynro" 

'.rhich during the 18506 ',orked the tranroad fi'oo
Naaty8lo to Llan6attock oE the Brecklrock & Abergaveluy canal'

the folL6vina version' of uDcertain proYeEancer hes been subnltted by Pete!
l,takelit!. The iefererce to Goxer 1n the thtrd verse is interestingl perhaps lt
subSests that th16 16 a verslofl of the song that circulated in th' swansea a"a!
ceiiainfy no NantySlo locomotive ever lrorkeal in the Goirer peninsule' lhe use of
ths uord rjiver in the 61xth verae seelns to lEdicate that the $ordin8 nust ose
sonethlng io the tw€ntleth centurJr even if the sefltinerlts are of the lineteeEtb'
The appe;ded sta[za 6eens to be .rL altellratiYe to the fir6t olret end probably
derlyes froE a! elternatLve traditlon.

Cosher Bailey had aa
And accordiag to her
CSORUS Dld you ever

Such a funny

en8lrl6 that wa6 aluays laating nendin8
pouer, she couLd do four miles an hour.

see, did you ever 6eei did you ever aee
thLn8 before?

Iddustrlal Archaeology. Avoncroft Co11ege. Fee

Indust"Lal Archaeolo8y. leak Study Cent!e.- fee

cosher bouSht her Becotril-haaal, alld he iainted her 60 BiaBal
But vrheD the driver went to o11 her, man, she nedr'Iy bust he! boile!.
On the Dight ruti up froE Gowea, she did Bo al-x miles aa hour
Aa she vhLstled through the statlon, ma!, she fii8hten6d half the aatLo!
Coshea Bsileyrs Auntle JuUar 6he vras taken Ino6t peculiarr
Sometbitrg happened to her 1lv6r, and she overfloued the liyer,
Coaher Ba11eyr6 Auntie Anna, she do play the grand piatrIler,
She do a]-so play the fiddle, doun the 61des and up the oiddle.
Oh! fte choir on Sunday lllght etn8 much botter 'dhen theyrre ti8ht
And thelt veasLo[ of tculr R]rondda' Bakes the angels jLve up yonder.

Co6her Balley wetrt to Oxfordl for to pass MatriculatioDr
But he saw a pretty baroaid and he Bever left the statio4.
Cosher 3a11ey h6 did dier 1r a cotfin he did 1ie,
lhen they heard somebody knocklnr, Coshe! Bailey only Joktngt.
APPENDED S?ANZA Cray6hay Baj.Ley had an elrglne

And he founil It wouldnrt go
So he pulled lt by a strl-trA
AI1 the vey to Nantyglo.

11 April

25-29 May

1-8 August

3-14 AuSust

22-29 Au8ust

Eurther details

EO}iiE!]]NCI; Ai]) CCURSES

12th annual coalerence of )leste.n IA So.letiesr lJorceste. College ol
Iltaher ldu.ation. Iee t]-5O to include coffeet lunch and tea.
Canals oa the Pea}l District. Peak National Park Study Centre' CastletoE'
near .-he f"--}d. Fee S7J-Jo in^ l)siv".
The uidland canals in toi/n an.1 cr,unlry. City of Birmingham Avoncrolt
Resi denlial CoUeEe. fee t7Z Flus VAL

C77 plus VAI

f98 plus VAr

Practical Industrial Archaeology. Peak Study Cent"e, Fee t41 incl"

of theBe courseE are avallable from Paul Reynolds (a.ldress on back pa8e).
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RECENT IIIERATURE

D.s.M, MRRIE. ReElonal h-lstory of Lhe rsi :vray6 9f 893-!--Edlg8. vo1. xjr:
solrth Wal"es (David & Charles' 1960.) L9-95.

It 18 not that thLs l,' a bad bookt but Just that lt i6 disaptr)ointlng that lt ia not
a better oae. the facts all appear to be correct - aE one !,ou1d expect frod the
author - but lt coltains 1ittle that Ls ner,. The book is ieally ao aore than a

reeum6 qf what is knoun already done in a competent but not Yely excitlog ray.
Perhap6 part of the reason fo! thls is the constraiEts placed on aII autho! In
!,,riting; book which has to flt the pattern llnposed by beiEg part of a publisherrs
serieB. Ihe folrat adoptedr after t1^lo introductory chaPters on early develoPllentat
is to Hork acloss south Wales frol! ea6t to l,lest Siving the histories of the various
19th century railvay conpad.es, rvith e final chapter on the xhole of the fest 80
year6 in ,O ?age6. I'here a.e quite a few half-tone blocks (althoqgh no lLst of
them) $hich have reproduced u61tr but of these a numbe! are old frj.elda raaking ]ret
allother appearance. Erere i6 a foldlng map at the end and several nole detailed
maps In the text of snaller areas, but again r there is no 1131 of these naps ln the
preliftinaries and the folding map contains no k€y to the 6ma11er map5. Perhals the
kindest thiEg to say about this book i-s that it r,riIl be bought and road by . Sood
numbe. of peopLe, &adr so far es lt goes, they HilI lrot be miEled by it.

P,G. RAIIU'IBURY. Trarroads of tlrc E!ec&4qc!! & 4&e4errq4J C .1 (Rail'ray & Calal
@ondonsfl2o9ffi.)g4-oo ?1u6 5op poetage.

The h-istory of the railvayE a{d taa roads of south llafes is a tangled ueb lEdeed'
andl !.o period nol'e 60 ths! that of the ea?1y hor6e-\,rorked lLses. After neny year's of
research, ho!,reverr Gordon Ratteabury has successfully untavelled maEy of the threadlE
and the preseat i{ork represeots paxt of the iesult. By its very rtatule ! this rrork
carinot be descrlbed a6 an easy read, but it is a thorough and authoritatlYe pieco of
!ro!k that can be relled on as a reference bookr 6lnce it is translarently obvloua fro!
eyery paSe that the author has gone back to the original Eoulces ard ha6 not merely
haEheil up existLag lnforeatioE. fhis bookt vlith its focu6 of intereat on the traB-
roads linked to the B & A Canal conplements Charles H^dfieldts reeI1-known Canafs of
South !{a1es uhlch ls primarily concerned {ith the canal6 theosel-ve6. After a genera}
introductory chapterr each of the traoroads LB considdred in turll. Their histories
are giveni and for readers vho want io e4)1or6 them for then6elve6r a descriptloa of
the routea ia provided vrith copious na? references. A Senerous alloDa-!.ce of maps
and l1Lu6trat1on$s coEtribute to a most uorkmanlike production by an author lrho ls
obviously thoioughly faoiliar vith both the trarnroads themselves and t{ith the sourcaa
for their hlstorlr.

G. GA!3. iA eecond extension of the Oysternouth Rat1wayr l gg,, )1, 198Or ,6-42.
In a previous article fu 9gygl Z9 the autho! demonstrated that a terporary extensioa
of the 0.R. \,,a6 built 1a 1812. The plesent article i6 an atteBpt to sho{ that in
1855 the s!0b1tlous rallway contractor, John ,ickson, attempted to exlelrd the lll1e
as part of a plan for securiag access to MuBbIes Head for hi6 Neath & lrecoll Rail!,ay.
The extension may v/el1 never ha\re been u6ed, and lras lrobably destroyed by the 6ea
fol1olrlng Dickson's bankruptcy iE 185?. A co4viacing u6e of docuoentarJ ard photo-
graphic evidence make6 the case very ptausible.

SHANSEa VALIEY HISmRICAI S0CIEIY. Newsletter 1Or Winter 1980"

Tlle 1ate6t lssue of t}Ie S.V,E.S, Nelrslettea contains a iu.rther lnEtatment of Dr
J.G, Morgan's iThe srowth or trre Eiiilfi6Tndustry in thc S,,ansea Va1tey, dealina
irtth the Ynispenlfvch, Player6 and clanyrafoll l,ork6, and a note on the Istalyfera
lronmaster! James Falfler Budd. There sre also items on other aspects of the histrdry
of the Slransea Va11ey. 

p"H"R"
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