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Editorial connittEe: tr'.C. CoivLey, P.R. R€S.nolAs, W.I. Bobelts
Frice to non-Eembers: 15p

I'oltTtl C0I{ING ir' di{TS

An evenin8 visit to Pencfawdil, to see the ienains of the
copperflorks, t..leroaals and tho basin oi' the Pcncl?twdd Canal.

Leaiter: Irlf R.0. Roberts
)'{eet outstde the fc,rner rail,{:ry station at 7.O0 p.n.

A f1[1d&y vlsit to slt6s in the Caldiff and Ne{port area,
including Uelingriffittl, Rady!, Caerphilly ard oxford House, Risoa

Laadler! U! RaJ BoYen
Please book your sests on the rbus on the encfosed leaflet

Excurslon to the ruins of',[4rit]"e:rld Abbey and inalustrial sj.tes
in the nei8hbouihood.

Leaderr }lr Ter:fr Jaees
lurthBr' aletails to be advlseal

T,fo oll:fis
1" A run of RaiL.{ MaAa.zlne fron 1965 to i9BA j.s offered at about €10. At reII

contains &bout 50O pages.
is acting on behalf of theowneT, an olal gentleDan in Loughoi"

Airangemeylts ale nor rell 1n hmlal for the rinte! pro8ratute fo. j9B1/82 anal I)roBlEDEe
card.s wLll be selit out to aII !ald.-up nenbers llear€r the statt of the new season.

stBs oil EfIoNs

lhis is the Last calf for'1981 sutscrLptions. If a cross appears j-!t the hargia
besiile this laragraph, that indicates that accordi-n8 to our recolals your sublcriptionis stiU outstanding. Please reEi.t to the Hon. Treasu!.er ( paul" Reynolds, add.tesi ot
the Last page of tbis Nensletter) as soon as you can. If we do not hear fron you,
we sha1l regrettab\y have to a.ssu,ne that you no longer wish to renrain a nenber.
Th6_rates are: e2-00 p.a" ( s ts"ndard rate); €1-00 p.a. ( senior citizons and full-tine
stlrdents); eJ-00 ( famify rEte, to cover af1 nenbers of a fs,,iry livi[g at one aalalress).

unaer el a yeai, ttris -ioG?i gooat value, slnco each vofume
Please conts.ct C€ralii cabb, BBc Newton Ro&d, }Iunbles, who

,. Bol) Ilohr)rts
Grirnl l'ronc isrs
.l:'l b o^ch. 1'h,)

ir1forms us thot a book-des]er ln nozth W..-LD8 has copics of ceor8o
Smi,llinfi of.gopqur tn the Swanrea dijtrict (1lr8l) i.or saro ot irrout

namn -La lom L.tqyd-Robnrts, Utn C,,,!"1 olr,n, CE.tuys, M,,t,t, Cl{vit
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I'o1lowjna the success of the Neath & Iennant Canafs Preserv.Ltion Society, a
society has recently been forneal to pleserue the renaining slretches of the Sransoa
CanaL anai to alevelop anal DanaSe it for the benefit of the comnunity Livj-ag Ln and
a"longsiae its banks, vrz., peolIe, animals antl plarts" l,{ueh ot the cenal haa beea
al€st.oyed by EeE rosds s,tral urban iLevefolnent, but there are sti11 beautiful anil
renote stretches ful"l of wila 1ife, na.ln\a in the Clyaach ara Pontariawe a!ea. As
relL as th€ parta of the calal that are still usoat for recreations such a! ralking
or fi3hj-nB, there ate lLatoai Eonuments ana associs.tetl structures of historical itlterest
al-ollg the entine length.

A pubfic Eeeting was hel-d in Octoter 19BO irhen it was agieed to forn a steering
grodp to look into the fotBation Baai proposeal role of a Syranse& Csrlal Society. The
group has allangeil various activities to introaluce the idea of canal pres6r'!.s.tion to
the geneft.l ?ublic. Thes e have incLutleal on intorestitrg LLttLe exhibition at the
Cr:oss Coarnuaity Centre in Pontardaro last tr{arch rhich was o}eneal by the Chairman of
West elanorgan CountJ. Cotmcil, and which focusseal on the three nsin sspects of the
Canal Socieqr, recrea.tlon, presewation enal conser{ation of lyi1d. ].ife. Durlng th6
course of this exhLbition a nuraber of events irele heta, includLrg tJre official
fornation of the Swansga Canal, Soci€tlr at a public neeti.rtA on 24 Uarch.

Since thon there has baen a flshing competltion, a Auided wolk ltrld a workin8 parw
a! Inysneualv locks. UeDlers of the nen].y forrnedl Cana.1 Society anal the alreadlr - -
estab]1sh6dl SwaJ}sea Vafl€y Historical Soclety hav6 colfaborstea ln the liftlng of[Dorj.ar1l, ar 8o-year oLL b&rte, arld transportilg it to Slca&ses. Industlial and l[arLti{e
Museud. 3h€ SVES origia&Uy aug t,lle boat out of the side of the canal a.t Clyd.achin 1979, but alue to l"ack of noney, anal to save it fron dleteriors,tion and vand.alisra,
they sank it airr aB a tenpoEatlr expeilient. It [as finau-y rdiseal for gooal ott
Stmday, 10 llsy xileir rate! I[&s puryeil out of the oala] for the barge to b; d.ug clearo the nud. Ihere appear to have be€n sone arxious Eonents in the course of lijting
the targe by craIe, but eyentus-lly it nas securedl to s. l-orqir arlal talen to the rouseui.
the 20-toE balge res bu1lt in about 1900 aEd used to carl1l. coal f1,on fnyst&iye to the
Mond. vrorks" It ras lrrter boutht by th€ e.W.L., then owners of the canal, for use i,l1
sarol ms.interlatoce. It was fi-nally alandoneal at t,}Ie old rharf next to th6 savEiLls at
C\rdach. It is ir! quite good coldition saa almost conplete. Rdstolation work began
as aooa aB it arat?eal at the Buseuo with a. vierv to luttin8 it on pernaDent dLspLat.

tr"urthe!: Aevelopdents night includle the ieprovenent of the navi8ation so as to
a11ow access fo? canoes and snia1l boa.ts, as welf a6 the possibiJity of i.ncorporatlr€
-tie toEpath_into a proposeat fong-alistance footpath flon Swansea Bay to the Blackl[our]tain. Ihe preservation of the listed aqueaucts anat other st?u;tures is very
i,nlortsnt. Although the canaf hEs been studl_ ed. i.Ii depth there is a great ileal norethat could 6tiL]. be learrrt. ihe Sodoqr ri11 aLso try to ensure th&t the. wilalife
sarctuary that has alevelopeil oyer the years beceuse of neglect and alisuse is not
Aisturbed. by unsul"table developrdots and that proper neasures for conserv.ation aEil
stuEJr are alevetopeA.

the Societr elEo ains to al€veLop close finks l'ith the focal authorities, the Water-
nays Soari anal any group that cou].d help in the preservation and developm;nt of thocanal. The work of the Socieqr could cover a very v.ide range of {rctivities froe the
coo iination ol voluntary efforts to irprove th6 less attractive sections of tbe
canaL thr:ough to tleveloping the tourist potentiel.

I'inal\y, rhat is nost i-Epottsnt, the nery society is anxious to recruit furthe!
dembers, rhether to take an active part or Just to support the ventufe. Detailsere availeble froB the hon. Secietaty

Mr S, Itr. WLllislls,
c/o The Glosst
'1 High Street,

Swunsoa SAu 4rIU
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Colrsj.ale.&b1e infomation has beeB aliscoveretl on ninin8 in llansat0]-et parish 1n
rese&rching the backgr'oulil to Scottts Pit as part of t}le SfltrIAS proiect. fhis
has foLl"or€d the reLl--known Law of research that one yriLl .a.lusys finil Bote on
affied subjects thaa on the principeL natter.

Sra.trsea began to establ-ish ttself as e centre for the mininA aEal erq,ort of coal
in about 1700 atla became the DaiD. errpoltea fo! the restem ad of the south Waler
coalfield. Fo, e ahort perioal before Cerdiff ard Barry took over, Sia.nsea ras tha
pfe-sELaont por!. An itryorteit cotrsequerce of the presence of coel ,a6 t]he lj,sg
of the copper iadustry nhich in tutn encouragea th8 ind.ustrialisetion of the Lotrea
Snaltsea V&11€y. Thls in it8eu stidulated fLrrther coalBiniig itr the va].Ie5r a.nd
the aub-le8ioR. ALthough the earl.Jr r6corals of coaleinLnS ars !y no neans eoqprehsD-
sive, ana thelefole dijfiou-It to assess, it.wou].al alpear that th€ Ll-s.nsaDLet area
raale a signiflcatrt contrCbuticr to thls plocesE.

EviaLenoo cm th6 of,nershlp, op€ratlons ana dlevelopbeflt of cos] Dining LD thB area
snpporta thrs6 thonelS' flrstly, en 6ar1y atteEpt io eine coal systeEatioelh/ rlth
€st4tr1ishea conpanies, co:Lll-eries €nal sales! seconiAr, the closs roletidnshLp
batween th6 trorth of Bl.rrin8 a,nd other Lnilustrlesr. with comEolr ownershlp, aifii and
otjectives; ard finally, th6 cha.Ete f r.ol[ Eorki-ng coe]- outcrops to aoep ulnta8 rith
thg epplLoatiorr of aew teohnigues a$al nachifrery in an area nltero coaf. rss LDit:al\r
eaq/ to rot* and did. not requl"re nuch affort to rin"
llininE (trr the Ua&selsr Estat€

LittLe Ls knorn &bout DininS 1n the aree before the .i8th centurJr, elthouAh tt 1!
recorrl'etl as havr.tB tsken plice irt the ldanor of Ei.Lr,qr, on the easteln D&nk of th6
River Taxe.in the 1/+th centurJ,. Ihere sre alao refErences !t tho t6tl. centutXr inthe accounts of the Duke of Beaufolt (f). .A. La, suLt jr the Coult of D@hequ;rrn 1616-17 Dentl-otrs [lets:L ror]Cng on the la.nd of ]Iopki.tr Edwarii6 anil the pieseaoe
of pLts at C6fn llergo€d, BorJaoeen 6"ad Winalass farr (2)"

- Sir ThoD&s lilense]-, later Lord leasel, rhose fa.nily se&t rs! at trsr8alr, f,as a oajor
larlaorrle] ln th€ llarior of triIvey. Eis bormdsry followedr, and ran to-thi south ofl
Na[t Ffenilroal erd the o]d !&rish roatl froe Neath to what was f.ater to becoEe
lrorristotr (see pJ-an)" HLs €state inclualeal lana od the eastero sj.d.e of the vaLleJraroutl the vifl es llor krotrrt as BonJrEaen, Crim, lltinchwen, Ialygopa snd Lfansanleiitself- Fron 1701 to 1-f25 thoBas llarrsel operited a "o"i 

nro"ts; or colliery
Dear th6 ,salt }rouse". Iris coal Eas shippear fron "Ner Key,,, rhite noc&, upp-er
Dock and llidd-le Bsnk. th6 SaLthouse is slonn on Emanuel Siw5nrs ttraD of Sou-ti Wa.Iesof 1729, situated. on the coast between S$ersea Bar errd salthouseEl-;i-E 

-vroulal norr be knolEt as Port T6nns.Et. fhis was sfongside the nei0 harbour nhlch Lsptobably the iner keyn. the referetroe to the colliery as being llea! Salthoosenust pLece it somerhere on the sidLe of Kilvey Hi1I, such as Dauygrai6, the Eearest
knoun wotl<ing. A considersble output of coal for expo?t was aclievedl frDn thl.scoUiery, aversging 12,000 tons E*., iE sdditton to coat being solil loca3.\r aanlcnd coaln. Aftsr: Thobas U&a6efG death in 1ZJ, his soa BusJy ![snse]- took oyerthe colLiery, but did. not echieve the s"ue levef ot coa.]. eccport-s l9hich rapidl},
dlecIineal aftor 1733 to a f6r hundlea tons a yea.r up to 17!0, the year in ;hicb hedisd (J).

John Popkins, & Locel squire liyir8_ lt lhapcoch, which overlookeal iadfe Bank,reas aLso rorkturg a colliery 9n that_;lte b€t;een i7o5 *rd 1iii, but rras rrrable i,o produce
H::^tlT, 199-]00 reys p.s. (rooo-r5oo tons), aod ""ir r"ro" iir" i,, r"t.. y"*"" .

'1-nr€6 co.rr p1ts ar€ shonn in the Aeneral area of l{idaLo Bank on a r0!1p of 1lr9, thoon]Jr ones oast of th€ nlaor Taro (tr). rt r,,s thls popklns to whon Robort o,.rl!rnAdo or lntorssttns rofsr6no6, ,ra'r6rrowar "*," ",ri-i"i"x ,i ii,. -,p1,,,*""r. r.



iII great neasure o$ring
?oYlel by ar$. tricks ot
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to ttris (neir) colfiery
shLfts to alistress usrr

foi noy, it is
(5).

out of llt. Popkids I

lab1e 1: Coa.l fron the lla.nsefsr Pits

Yea.r( s) {eys per year
170'l
1703/0\-1708/09.
17a9-1724
1725-17)'
173117U+
17+5-1?5tr

2500
,800
2500-i000
25OO
.1000

100-600

tI
t
I

Ihooas ltranseL

Eusay ltransel

(tzrooo tons p.e.)

The Mansel f€lnLly and oth61's aelzeat any opportunity to exploLt the co&1 for export
by'sea ar.d for sale to 1ocel irorts. In 17J6 Bussy [ansel ]-eeseil fand to ?hoBas
Coster and. lartners lor the lhLia RooL Copl]6r Work6, situst€a or! the eastertl siate
of the Ri?er Ta]Ye, although th6 flrst lease for the erecti.orl of the rorLs Dsy have
beer in 17JO (6)" In 1751+ enoth€r l6ase was granteal to build a works, to Cha-uncey
Iolrns€na, anal her.e the BotLve ls clear\r stat€at ',that th6re are nines of coal uader
th6 €stateg ln C1s&or'8snsh1rs belonainA to the Msnsefl folnllly, a.nd it ls of gr.eet
adva,ntag€ to €ncourage Eantrfaotures for the consufiptlon of such coa1, a&a thereforo.."
Brant a lease ... for f,h6 sDeltln8, rsflnlng and naking copper ore lnto copperr (J).
In addition, lonnsetrtl Fas pel"al a srrm of €600 tovrar{s nskinB a,lrd erectln6 h-i.s woris'at
I,1ddI6 8ank. Horey6r, this ras coaditLonal (m using on\y cosl f"oE tbo e6tat6 dnot
raiseil ard worked by the Beid Chauncy Tornsenai,,.

lowEsenal hail tslea a l€aae frc& the l{a.nseLs in 1750 for the alevoLopnent of Dining
on the €stete, which included. al1 the 1and east of the riyer a.od south of l,lansas.L;t.,iLlage, s.nd he conbi.ned coal Dlnfug {-ith his invest,e[t in the copper snd ].e6il worls,thua assiatlng the or.delea g:'owth of the tlvo l-naustiles. Other riats wetre Brr.nteat 

'
to lorrnsend to faci.litate this 1nc1udin6, i^ 1751, by the Duchsss of leautori, theright to cs.rrjr out arainadB wo!*s on the G1ais and Nant BrEn streaes nfo! t]le
alreirage of raters hu,.tfu]- to arly coal ror*s" anal fo! conl.eyin8 thed to the Xidd16Balk works (8).

At the sr,tre tlEe a.s ToFnsend took hls lease floh Bussy ltrense1, he ras also g:Ent€a!a lease by ltr&ry Uo!6arl for the Borklng of coal unaler the [or8arr-estate on the lana
l:rl,ir of llans:n1et u11fage, thus ct6a.1y dakirxg hiDEe]f the plj.rlcLpal EinLnt Lnterestj.n the area. Tornsend res a realt{y nerchsnt, an AlalerDan of the City of !o;d.on s.rd.M.P. for Vestbury in Wj.ltshire rho r€'s, like many El6Lishnen before and after hin,puttina his r.aLth &,'aL eneltlas i,,to south lta]-es. Tiis has been docu'enteal eLsewharein connection rith hls wa8gonway, enal here it is Eore lelevartt to look 4t hls rvolkbgfoio tu&lng to the l0lnlr8 activitles of the lior8ans (9).

Th: ggst iaqortant co}Iiely In ll"snsa-rotet in the latter helf of the lBth centurywas Prll-l(arrr.the Ereat pit" Slnking was Btarteat by To,rnsenat in the late 1250s;a
coapleted._ after his aeeth by hLs succossols. lt v,as finished by 1771 ana named afterthe'e!e8,tr or SLx loot vei! rhlch.it iits--!9 r9rk. The sidcing'of thls pit, ;ust restol the ereat !'ault, ras carrlod out_il!. dff:icuft conaitions iJa ner aepitr ;f-vorktnganil reas a considersble echieyenant (10). It appe&rs to have been the first co11Lery"in th€ alea on I sca.Ie akln to those teing "or a :n ttr. piorreering Northuoberland 

-
coalfield. In 1772 Jae6s Torrsanal,. the s6n of Chauncey, e;;";i;""-" fire engina usin6
i,!?,i: ?rld:" to pu-hp raterr-rith e seconal ensine for raising coal froD a
-separat€ ahel t fro6 e d.epth of 189 ft" Accoraing to later coro$entators, the coal ,a!brou6ht up the shaft in ricker baskets on the eni of " h;;p;;;p". There rele roauides ln the shaft' so the 6 - B cwt. r-oad 

"orrra swi"c fi;-":.i" to 
"rau 

as it wa6hauL€it to the top to be lut lnto s. traD anal tat<en down the ,r"oty ,"r66or.roy toFoxhol€ or ths rork6 (il).



,a/

v

COAL MINING tN
LLANSAMLET PARISH, ,l



-6-
Accoraine to the lev. Joseph Io1]vnsend, the othgr son of. Chauncey Townsena, rnry

father had spert thirtJr years searching for the (Sir loot) vein rhich was ].ost alue

io s falrlt. Frorn before 1750 he haa spent €J0r000, anal when he succeedea in
reaching the coa.l, he investeal s, fu!th;! .gTO,OOO on the pit to ralse the coa.l-' (12).
Afthouah TolvlrsenA hadl proveil the Six I'oot vein el-sewherre, he was particular\y e&ger
to vrolk it west of th6 ereat trauIt {here Lt had 1ailx untoucheat alue to the depth atrd
difficuLties of sinkj-ng.

Other refehoes to PrI]- Uarr suggest it was a sizable undertakina. The ne€at io
house a powetflll bean puqrlrlg engine Beant the building of a Cornlsh-tJrpe en8lne
house, s soLution Later atlopteal by nost pits in the valley, e.8. Scottrs, Ca1laDdr s,
Pontre. It aLso haal a "rate! qr6ine", {hich was a large {ater irheel n:ith tro s6ts
of buckets opelated at different speeas or i.IL revorse by the operliig anil c]-osia6 of
slul.ce gates. !o sulply the consialerable €eount of Bater nsealeal, a net{ork of feedlet
streans and reselrrol.rs was buiLt, the reEains of which coulal te seen untlL recent\r.
I'ron Olsis brook a str6s-e floreea alorn pa.st the back of what was Later tdLald plaoe:
on past Lb.J.norr.n CottaSe arla parallef to Tonrrsenal! Eaggonray south to prll Ual!?.
the construction of the SransBa Vale Raill{ay aisturbeal the systen, but it oan stll1
te seen on the 1876 25tt Ordnerce Survey nap, a,lthouBh it is sho8n'closer to ita
ori8inat foth on the Tj-the l[ap for the parish of 18]+6.

UEaer his lease lornsentl haa to lay for the wster he usetl, but he seeEs to have
avoided thl8 rmttl 1755 rhet! he rsnteal to take Eole for hls coltieiies, not prll llaxr
or Churoh Pit, slnce they rere not op6n st that time, but probably Middl€ B&nk" nI
a-d extrenelJr oul8ed to Jrou! Grac6rr, he rr.ote to the Duke of B6sufort, "fdr a8reeLn8to accoEoalate u.s ,_ith r&ter fir the use of the i-nteIlded copper f,orks, but 

".u "onc.riod... that there f,"Lll not b6 suffLcLent ... but tha.Eldully agree to thi sirn of tett pounis
per annun for the uso of the reter to the Bngines for the raisl!!8 of coal...{ t}ri
Duke replied ths.t he Ll.L6ii to acconodlate his neighbours oy.hsu it L8 not greatlyprejuaicial to ry intereststr, but sdd6d that he nouta lll.e parEent of ove!.du6 hLsnit
moneyl, o! the royalty oa coa.l" rolkeil, trbeoause the coet to ti r.&ised bJr this eEgLne

",otked. 
by t}ris rater 1s coasuEeil ln the co?perworks for which I alo not rEc.iye a&ythlnE

afld would otherrls€ be exported then I should be enti ,eA to ld a r€y, (tJ). Ue ioes -on to ssy that h6 has not receiveal sny paa.neot since IoryEseDA took on the cofffeqr tl
Novenber 1750"

PrlI Har,! appears to hal.e b6en the scene of several eccl,aieats, prcbablJ causeal ty Ba.!
anal poor ventilation" In 1788 n15 persons rent to clean the bais of foul air lI thelolliely of U! snl.th & Co ... rith 1j com-ing to their deaths being surfocetBd !y fouJ.air., Sajnlet yiilfises rEfers to a siBilar incailent at this pit j-i 17BZ kiff.tu€i
nj-neteen peopl"e, but I take it to be the sa.me evento A furtirer explosion in 1527
il"9.1" tl: pitrs closure ln the fotloning year, but in 1872 it ras acquired by Eva.E_atth€i[_Richaras, U.P. for CardiAan, s,na others al1dl after nuch ror.k it ras relpened. Ln188i. The process of haulin8 and ventilatin8-Fas reverseal in the itro shafts to t"y.rairtrprove 1t, and l.lif1Laios states that I - 10 tons r.as raised.& day, but that rater -lnthe old workings iras sttuck i.r, 1888, tsking severaf iveeks to ctear, and. thts l-ea tothe linal closure ol the lit (14),

The es.rLy success of prl1 Xawr leal to th6 sinkin5 of a secold plt inuediately eaBtof the ereat tr'auIt, cafled DoubLe pit, possib\r bece.use Townsend wa_nted a seco;al succelsbut. nore l-ikefy because this !ra.s pit nuDber two jr his stiategl lor the coalfleld. Itwas workedl in cir.Ju'ction yrith pr?lI Mswr and ws.s useal later ti- rs-ise coar fro* the slxtr'oot vein. It yras tt'ansfelred. froD the pl"thead to barges on Sltrith, s Canal \lia enlnclire. It probatb ctosea at the sane aate as the miljl cotliery"
Ee!I]. MininA on the Moraanst Estate

- The llorgaos probably took a.n interest Ln coa-L eilling soon after 17Jg when Chs.r:Ieslforgan, lfayor of Car$artheu, bs.r!:ieil ery, the d.aughtJr of squtr,e Lewis Tho[as, andEoveal lnto the house at Cw€rrd l wnch,ry th. 
- 

Ihe arei they mi;,;; appears to have be€nfroE south of Cryer[ln]mchryth H;use-ro the old Neath ,1"a, ,., ;arr€o FredFrick place,
.rn area of coaL outcrbps terrdnated ln th6 w€st by Bathel },autt an<t lr th€ oorrt byc0r.i1en€r6 FouLt. Tho ooat ,as works.t by-rhu uorgjur f,,",1 \y-;;-a" t/ro, bur u r.r,to tsknosn.of Ll!,lr."l,errtlono. It t,, trl no d-tt.fIoulr"Lo,ltrii',1,,i^;- ,,rxtrn w,rr.ktr,86 r.co[tLhoB6 ol'I'otrnoond, Lo whon thoy AEatltsd ^ 1€r!., ln j/)O"
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In the period up to about 1786 it appears thst 1o{DseDiL aniL his successors, ln
particular John SEith, continueal to ror* the I'ou? I'oot seam on the lllansel estate.
ihis evidence coroes froD a plan entitled ftveanll-fi:rnchfi-ith Cof]iery LaJIdB of Novenber
loth 1808. the property of BenjaEln }{orEsn unaler lease to challes & Henly sDith.
dlillan wis lrAauced-by Eawaiil Martin and Daniel Davies' collleiy surveyors. rt
gives a iletalletl vier of the state of coal njrilx8 i.n the srea anal its alevelopment,
and he1!s to fiLL sone of the gaps io other sources. It shows cLearly thet th6
ManseL anA orgs.rr lsnal"s rrere ror*eA together arounal Lfansamfet dl1s.Ae. Irmeaiately
south of Grvernll$ImchwJth House a. water engine, or wheeLr is shorm et a pit which
was used to alrain the rest of the rorkj,ttgB, rhich rere also enterea froB East Plt
ana &rgine Plt. The naEe of the latte! sug8ests that a Btee-tl engins rss useil for ri.nAing
fr,oe the Four Foot vej-!r, 25A-300 ft. be1or. A snal1 quatrtibr of coel ter a].so nod<€al
fron Heoltlilu Pit, but this rvas atescribea as line coal or cu].D, sBsl]. coa,]. of poor
quau.ty and thefefole IIot rorrh rorki.Ilg ln vier of the difficulty of trelFpo"tiEt
coal to the raggonrraJr. Th6 state of the larish r"oeils often lrevented coa]. fron b€in6
noveat at aLI in E:inter, so tlds yas a serious factoa.

An account of Llansaelet Co11iory l.tl 1771 by Joh! S[ith, one of Chauncey fosasenari
heirs, elso lefers to the water 6ngin6, antl to s 1e?e} with al]- tbe cos.l ha"ing beetr
,ot'keal out" 1t sJ.so E€ntLoas oak Pit aud Watch Pltr the pillars of lrhich r6re
expeoteal to ls.st for another two years (15). Urfortunatel-y th6se two litg ilo not
splear on ar\Jr D&p, but. thl.s is not uflusual as pits appBar anal clLsappear ana shan8e
thcir names regulsrly" JaEes loxnsena, the son of Ch&tlncey 1o$nsenil, Ln & sleLlat
account i.I! 1172 aaso r€fers to oak Plt 6ia tatch Pit, and Bives a aetaileil account of
thd expensa of raLsLng coa.l,, rhlch tota.1ed. Ct 8g lr! per wey (t6). E6 alescribes hov,
by exploitLns a ner part of the vein at a cost of ,51+0 12s 8q by nears of E€j-a6 plt,
a.r}d by usjr€ s1a[t purq)6, t]re ren&illin8 120 yds can be workea. Nineqr yard.s of lngine
Pit is saiA to hav6 been suik so far with a further 15 yds stiu to go. there 1s an
intsrestj-ng reference to the alistance of En6ine pit lron Uiddle Bsrxk, showi.Irg th6
contlnuLng strong lLnl<s betreett the couiery end the rorks. The forrn of thess accounta
sug8ests that the Llansadet ooLllery lmd.ertaliing had more thai Ja&es TomrceEA, IJst
and SELth a.s the fundir8 soutcss, aEa that propeabr plesenteal accounts rere usEal
eLther to persuaale other illvestols to coati.llue to haye confiAenoa Ln i}I6 coMpaq)r,
o! as ar! appraisal to oaintain thsLr oq:l i4rrolyetdent. Il1 contrast to soEe other
conteqpo!&ty r[ining !epo!ta, theLr factual content anaa lsck of *aggerotiou eugggsto
the L6tter.

Gqern Pit appears also to har6 been sunL in this leriod, a.lthouAh there s.re fer
refeleaces to it. Tha 1808 inap &ives its depih as 1OB ft" tLis ras to be olre of tlte
rmre lastln8 pLts us6il for €o.plolting the 6ea.ms uniler th6 ltraisdl €atate betre€E th6tro fault6, Bethsl aDd g&rdners, which ll.Eited working.

fn qd+/86 Church Plt flas srDk, probab.Iy bi John Silrithr just south-iest oj llansaB1atchulch. It abuttsa yrhat is nor the Ati8 r.oad and Seithrs Canel, whioh he haa JustconpleteAto take th€ coal norked untle! both the MalseL and ltrorgaa lsnils to the rorkset iIl-dd1e 3a.r* arta lvhite Rock and to loxhole quay ( I 7). Ihis ras arl iqrortant step in
the aeyelopnent of the ooalfteld because Church pit becsfie the naln mears of drainige
and vd.ndinB. Johd Snith instaLled. a Btesnr engine, probabl, i4 a Co1Yrish bea* engini
house sinLf.a! to that which calr still be seen at Scottts pit. ft was useal fqr
puoplog- flon a delth of lj5 ft" An ostate ptan ol c. 1787 flon the Beaufo.t paters
sholrs th6 *Ne!y rngin. pltn togethe, wi.th what appears to be a sizable ros of b;fd.ings,
pmbab\y housinA 6tables, e sBithy, ca4lenteisi ryorkshops, office accorlmodatlon anit i '
limekj-Ln -At tlais sta.6e it appeals to have bee a sing16 shaft pit, but by lgOB ltcle&rlJ had two.

--Ihe 
L111sse1et colfiery rlrdertaking now inclualeal tfre Church pit, B.ouna pit a,nd CwI[Pit in addition to PFI1 UA1sr ahd. Six Pttc Round pit was surd< in ;bout 1806 by ChailesSri-ith, the sotr of John SEitJr, to the Ioui Foot vsL at 20L ft end hait taken o;er CyD

PIt whtch tay nearby (18). A fovel haal a].so been iti"ir,en between th6 two pits for
inproveal alralns.B6, but th6 nain outlet for reter lYas via tbe pull)ing engi[e at
Church ELt, half a mtlo arrqy" This atononBtrlter the irnportaroo of Churoh ptt ln
drtdnlnS vrott(Ln8s on both tlra lror8lrnr, kt.tho Urtnsalir trmd, rnil lt rJrtt i;hi, lmprotdnlrntof uit! ,rydt,!b ,hlch ues b6l.flg nonal{aflid tn lno8.
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tr'rom th., evidenee of the liloB srrrvey, it roulal appeax tllat, SEitr, and his successors
were justified ir their confidence in futur€ coal pr.ospects, judging by the lavgg
leserves vrhich were described. ?he remainder of the !-o,rr lcot seaIr on i{organis lsaal
wes calculated as bein8 abl,e to ploaluce 51700 weys (28"500 tons). The roya.lty et 5s
per !yq/ r,?oul"al a.dount to 41 ,425. Under the lour !'oot veir there was also the I'iv6
tr'oot, o! Uiddle, vetn, J60 ft befou, a$a the Sj-x I'oot vein, 450 lt belov, that,
givtng a total d6pth of 9l+5 ft &t Church Pit. the suxveyo.s had r!1ittle doubt ths,t
(there are) at lesst a.s Eany acr.ss of coaf as has been lurought j.$ the Church (i.e.
Fou! tr'oot) v6j-n, ana as ,aany more acres &alr prove to lie under.'r tsy 1821 a lar6e amount
of the f'our loot sea.lo llaiL been workeal f'on the Rounll Fit, ss is shown on & plsn of ttlet
date (19). ALnost all the voin had been workoa on Morga;lB lanal up to a.bout SElthr !
Carsl, i-n the north, to Beth61 tr'auli in the east, and to Chur:ch Pit ana other workinga
una6r Llanse.r0fst vilfa88 iJ! the west, ri:ith rhich th6 nound Pit workings had lll&ed

In the l,larsan].et area, the llje Ioot, or )!tiAd]s, ]leLn was being exten€ivB\r sorkeA
by '1808 and the NeB PLt, Bunk ty Chauncey lownsenai, rras probablJ one of the €&rLLestcollleri€s ot! it. This ses.ts proauoea 6st?ong bu&ing, lasting coal of a aeklng
quElitJr a.nd ia tr,referrea by the Copper wor}{s to eqy yet worke<L In Llansamlet, but i!yery infeiLor to lahalore coa]". " (20) Subsoquently John Smlth e:.plo1t6a the seaE to
the €ast towardls Cryral;m and these worklrlgs are cI-ear]y shonn on later p1sr6. Butit ras the syst€matio qinklng of plts to the vest, attributed to Snith, $hich is tbe
nost lmpressivs. These i.llcfualeal Garien pit, I'ou!-th pit, Six p!t, Seven p!t, nt€htPit, all {orked throuAh the en€ins at ,\fL fiawr (21). Etght plt Ls shoqn on thc
1876 6 tn. 0.S. !l&p, although ln 1808 it is Aescriled as ,io1d. pi.t, ftlLea withreter". It ilo6s not alp€s.r o subsequent O.S. Eaps. ?he abseirce of spoi.I heops
Bu8g€sts that thl"a pit, Like rBar\y of the others, w&s onfur for pudplnB a.rd. ventiJation,
so as to a11oF the extenslon of the gxisfi.ng 1{orkin6s. A nori inportant roLe warperfoitreai by Six Pit trhl"ch hsd extenslve tips and r;il-way sidlflEs, anal is recor{€al
as haylng rorkeA the fire loot seah, 1Lk6 pFll. Melr? and Church ei!. Despite the
neeal to ba ,&ry of SaElet WilfiaEs, co$eents on events before his tiae, ire doesgire lnELghts LDto the co]-liory workfulge tgbl.ch seen p1a,usib1e. He referg to Stx p1t
as not. bein8. very succeasfirl, but adds that lt ras inportant for the drainage of thearee which it Eoljred with Church. pit, and tbls greatl-t asElsted in keeping i,he colj.iety
ol)en at the begln-ntne of the 19th century uhen there were problens witll Church pit.

fn assc::ibjn8 Einlng at ],lsnsaE}et, it woufd be an onissi.on not to .Eentio!: 
CwnIJevelr Ehich.l-s co[t6.]o.Bry rith Ro'nd plt &ad stsithrs cana1. rt ren flo,o Round pltpast uwr uotta6€, south.ast ur4aler the ora per.i'h roaa at parc stedlren to ps.!* plt onIra1fv4m Road., and on to th6 area caILeiL galJraopa. fhis is a diste$ce of ebout hsl,fe [i].e. IherE ar6 no aleteifs of ite construciioa, lut it uas pr,obably stone_lineA eEilus6il to b1:ind out both tsen enil coaL, as etl as *"ting as e. arLa for'the workin6ssa8t of lra1LEJrn Roeal. fhe 1808 Eap clearl-y dhows Cwi level ,rthlough ryhlch the ioeliorkeal rrndler Lord Vemonts fand of about la-lchopa iBaf is brou8ht ti tfr. 

".r*i.."-[t)Aoes not dr&ir aiJr of ths evorrlll$lmeh$ith coa]._., Tfris su66esfs tnat the levEl w&gopeneal in sbout 1785 to take coal alirect to the ca[a]., p.oiiU:y-o" a trakaay, lrher€
il.:.,"_ th,"". tifp.d into berges. Srrbsequent railray b;iidi; oier rt nes tsnded to
tailLngs f::68. in ftrant of CrtD FarE to the canal, end on the 1B9t editj.oD a r[i-nersLIi-oe appeers troB nowhere s.t ihr-s poiEt, as if in current ,,"".--cr. Farm here war pertof the Rouid Pit s&d the or,.!,ur otei coni.irmed to ue the po"itio,I or the 1eye1, whileat neafbv crm cottaae there js a alraj.rtaEe outlst trou tte tevei 1!rto the caoal aEd. tltsPrL). llarr water syslen"

The uae of Cirts Ley€1 fo? heullng coal woufd hev6 been necessary b€cause of theabsence of suitsbte rosds frvo laiy6opa to the quays "; F;;;;;" with the fateroinkitrB of Ner pit, Eiaht alra six -eit, 
oo"f" ,,ighi i.u" -r.iri'iJ!r, 

,oo"rgrourd ln thoEltre foot saa.o end out ro th6 6a!EL "i s:, rrtl lrr, i.ti,-i"*'iii a.rd park pit ha'atrshrqyB to the Sri.nsea. Val"e ]Lne in the 19th ienfu"y.-'"-' '_-

Tha d€vFIopm6nt of Glnnyeorn col.ll,.ry, c,r-t.h,, ,,dAa or, rl,. crym\yn bofi! wr.s troldb&ck untlf the oonEtructton or 1ts own cr,r,r,1 ,rrrar r,, c",r to r,.: r,,ov,,,r essllJ, ,,ndGhoapfu., dLhou,{h r.oi.tr -Lon{, r_rmd ^utrr E,Lr i,,r;.;, i; i;,1.', i: i;_if,".""
(ro Bli cNrrNUlD)
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'l'1. J. Townsendl & T. Iatr, rA_sta-tement of Lansam.let Co-L1iery...1 Jerly.1772r, Proc"

s. wa es Inst. Ens., 27 \19'|.0-22]., 250-J. See aLso J,Jordan, -I.o.
rz. @, (Dolaella.,,, i956), pp.t9[f,f. Ihio

is th6 grl]ir fu1l-leIlgth history of the parish ar]a incfuales consialorsble tlescriptLvo
detaj.L. Hr araws on Josoph To,rnsenal, !!e gEqrectql of Moses estqUllsLeq lqq!
veracj.ty as an historia!., (Bath, 1B1r):

1J. Notes extracteal froo th6 Eaal.fliflton Papexs by Ur iV. C. Rog€rs.
14. 1t.5. Willians, o.c., pp.200-tr; J. Jordan, ]*:; the Canbrian, 1f ay 1881.
15. J. Srtrith, rA statament of Lansaelet CollierJr t&ken...Sept.1771i, Proc"S.Vales Inst.

!tg., 27'(1910-rl), 2\A-5O"
15" J. Townsend a T. Lew, L9. /the opentng of S&itlf's Cars]..
17" The 1808 nap suggests {,his date for the sir <ina of Church Pit, 'rhich ties ln rith
18. W. !air16y, Practica.l observati.orls on the south Wales coal fielil, (London, 1B/0)1p.18"

Cootributiqr ty P. JoEes on L]'arrs&lnled nhich Aeriyes the date '1806 floo the
alecLa,ration of Davial onen, Borua.0a.6no

19. rA sketoh of lrhe workiJl8s iJL the Round. Pit, Lla.nsanllett (1821). Plaa aeposited at
th€ NCB Abandoned lliEes Recoril office, Ystrad ]4ynech"

20. J. Tosrnseod & T. law, 1.c.
21. W.Fairley, o.co states that cem pit Fas surlk by tr'xa.ocis Dorsett, a Shropshire L&uyer,

earry in the l8th century, but e.s this woula I}ot account fo" the sha1lo$ dept]r of
396 ft in 1BOB, r doult it.

MoRE A30AI WDAV_rn.! S i{ILl
The l"ong-runnir6 sa.ga of llea]rerrs EiU shudAers i-nto brief anal sporaalic 1if6 now and

agai!. Ihe latest news caIle last Februaly hen Swaraears PLanning CooEittee votea to
apply to the WeL8h office to have the listed buildina status Lifted. There is obviqusb
no love fo! lfeavelrs i$ the coDn:ittee rhele Lt w&s aesclibeA as an "jnaust!.ial tombstonen,
srit the Dilector of glannj.nA iB aaial to hsve renarkeal that snJr aevelopnent ivhich inc]-udleA
lts donolition Eoulal be ].ookeal on fevourab\y. the coEmittee agreed to consldle! a
plarmi.Ilg application fion the orners of the site, a consortiuttr of ]oca1 busingssnen,
for ita realbv6lopn€nt onc€the Secretaly of State had given perEission for the aleElolitlo
of the buj-ldlnA. Unl.lke prevlous proposs.ls, th€ prosent scheEe irco8nises the historLlal
inpolianoe of th€ [Lil1. one of its cartilev€r sactions woull probabk be preservea,
and piecos of the bullatng matsria.l donat€a to the Butldhs Rosearch Istabtish,nent for
6xanlnatlon. Co vor.sl.or to 8rI oltirrllrtlye uss woul{l ooorn to b,r rutod out bv lts tsl.L,
,urron s[os" Lnd Ur.,n, l,ltr tssuo r6at, rs,^{n. tlro prox,,rt ldorrs w,,r.ld xod h l,o to
tho .].s{Ist obJ€otlonable corprorl-{so Lrr wh&t 1s ccrt&Inl,y ralh€r n tr-Loky iBsu€"



QU.ARRNNE AT MUMBI,!]S

3y G. F. Gabb

There can !e llttLe aoubt ths.t if llumbles ev€r haal an industriat base, qualryin8
of liuestone was an i-mportant pait of it. No coturecteal hlstory of this i[dustry exlsts,
although Norman ,e{is Thor0as has colleotea consialerablo lnfo&0s.ti,on in Chapter l+ of
his book!E9_18@19!_:_.pe$ -pIgsggL.

1. Cl.enentt s QuarrXa aorf, forms tlte car-park behind the Savoy Restau]:ant. It suppli6a
bfack lia8 lirneston€" The original terEinus of the Mumbles i.ailway f,as just short
of thla quar:] , s.nal the Oysternouth Railway Palers nake it olear that tn 1BO8 Lt
had not b.en opened, though stone uus t have beea takea fnrd sonewhere in thLs atro
when the cast16 uss bui.It tll the llth ard. 1l+th centuries. The Railwsyr s ledgers
record. the carriage of hunalreAs of tons of linestone betlreelr 1812 and jgi5 bt Ddwardllartin, presuneblJ as a€ent to the Dute of Beaufort. Clenentrs Quarry seenJ the uoot
J.ike.Ly source"

2. Colt: l:!il]. 
=au?Ixt', 

is th€ Eost substaEtlal la.rk naae by industxy ln the area; Ltlies bEhind Cast].e Roatt, with access ffirn the vil_fage oi forton.- The whole tlact
oory coverea but the ceh6t6ry a.lso shon6 signs of quairyLng, both behind. efen Roed atrdp4 th6 Newton side. Ihe 1B7B 0.S. nep shoyrs a tratoray f;n the Norton LiE€ WorkslDto a qualty behilA Glen Roed. It also shovra limekilns near the present c€netety
caFpark whLch still stana, anal are of an i-[Fressive sj.ze. Thj.s area is ilescrlbei
as Cs.lledcroft Qusrrf,r on several DrL!6 - s guiilobook of l87O aescribes 'the e[trano6of a love\y glen, whose picturesqueoess qualrJrnen ale aloing their best to ilestroy. n
the. outworkl.ngs of this concettl probably stretcheii as fs." ai the present Cs.11€nc;ftfLats, end th6r€ is evl-ttenoe also of workings between Southi{ald Lalle anal Nert nViUes.

cArJ.rxcRoFa Q.

o.roi Fd. st; 
--.,.-'

,p"""-a"y , colrs'rLr Q,

MUMELES UUXSLI]S HILL
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J. Munbles tii-LL ard the Head seem to have been the xtain source of supply in the
earfyl9th century, anat the basis of the large lcaIe sea-borne tiaale with Devon
described bv Nicholas Car-Lislo in his Topographical .Dictionary of lB11 and by Walte!
Davies in t-Ati, ""a tet5 (see N.L. rnoi-a-s-@[p-li7D:'flf-rnomas Baxtert s lB18
pri-nt of Oysternouth from the CaBtle seens to sho\t quartying above rvhat wo nould
i"n soutt6f,]-6d-!6iifrf-IiiE-Eln6 on the hil]-sia[e. (e copy of the print 1s
:ilr $ca.nsea uuieum. )- In 1811 CarlisLe mentions tho recent e?ection of kilns by Yald6tr
anal Perberton I'near the VilL&ae of MuibfesI, nhich then centreal oa ViflaSe Lan€.
Also i.n 1818, John ltrorris, junior, ras accusedl of laying an extension of the railray
across private grpuntl in the Durms to seryice rrlfulestone quarlies of rhich he $4.9
lessee." A l-ease of 18i./+ gave ceorge PhiLli-ps extenslve quarrying rights in this
s.!ea on paynent to the Duke of Besufort of .8100 per year and 1t! ler ton over
121000. An accoq)arJring nap shofleal existint workings from the Ihab iight arouna to
Bracelet 3ay. (laarinton Papers, 515.) The Canbrian of 25 ay 1850 has a very
fuII leport of e Tidal, Harbour Co@rission et nhlch Phi1fils and his sub-tena[ts
were accuseal of ridening the l.oaals betreen the is]ands, of quarrying below hith
water mark ena fouLins the anchorEges with bellast and lirestone detr:itus. (tr'or a
full account, see N.L. ThoDAs, o.c., pp122-L.) PhilLips also leased the "Shi! and
uastIe", nofl th€ CotrBeflativg Club, thrbugh which buiLdings 6 plan of 1858 shows e
"passage to qualty" - passsSe anal qu&r:ty c€rl sti1]. b6 seen (laani-nton Papers, /O.)
By 1860 Phillips wes il6atl, but wor* continued. the cuide to MunbJ"es andl th€
adiaoent Dqvs referB to the "quarri€s behind Lhe ListT;;;;T; -I;;;I;;-of
betwe6n 1s fd. ard ls 5d per ton tbelng put on boaral for that suB,r. The Culd6 to
Swansea anai Oor€r of 1870 reoorals how quaEf,men still 'rlacerated" th6 rocks at th6
seararal end oa the yit1age.

3y 181'1 s. llloestone sawi"ng snd polishing !df1 had been set up at Norton ( Carlislr),
anal referencss.a!e often naa€ to the firepls.ces arld tombstones naile frcts l{umbles
"$arble". !!oro rhat quarry ai.d this paitlcula, tJ4)e of stone coue? What picportLon
of the liraestooe Eas bumt in Munbl€s before ,'export',? lios i&portant uere ths other
uses - r'limingri of houses, use il1 the sheltj.n€ processes, or buildinS? (Brick is
noie apparent than stoae in [unb1es, althouSh there are so&e exceptions ].ike the
castel-latea nansion ic\.qycoealrr beside Newton Roeal, white stone garded sIaL bounalary
vraL]-s are very comnon.) Phen exactly did the qusrrles operate? What was the scaLi
of proaauction? HoE rere they lvo?ked? And \vhat tYas life like for the quarty norker:s?

In 1828, one Dsvla Dayies, an aSent to the Duke of Beaufort, ca.ught tro Xujdbles
nen quairylng f1'on a forbialalen a!ee, John Davies anal John Huuin. Ihey pleadod rLtJthin, s4yin8rrhe &ight as re1l senat theIn to gaol as stop then fron quarrylng..."
(Badninto Papers, 8/!.)

OTCOURAOINC NEITS rIOl{ l[}TtrIrR

. Becently to hs.na i! the '1980 Cha,ilx[anr s report of the litert!$rr. lydfil Eerl"taAe Inrst.
The Tlust relr set up in 1979 and h&s its heaaquarters at lr Ch;pel- Row, the birthpLsceof the- co[poser, Joseph parrjr, rlldlich has recent],y been reoovat_ed. by the lorough'Councl1. fhe Glsmorganshire Canal usea to run past the Row, and part of it hio beea
exc€.vatea h5r the Corncil" lhe Trust now haB plans to set ui an eihibitloa i-a the are&,
ln:1"dtu8_q9 eady 19th centurf,r traEs froo Dorlais, " """t-ior. 01. pontnorlais oast_i.oE
orr.o6e ancr the Xhyqycar brld8e in 1ts entireh.. They have also atrangea for theerectloll of a nsmorial to Adri&tr Stelhens rht tnyenGd the steaB wh.isiLe in 1BJ2whlle sorking at Dowlais.

- Ihe [sin offorts of the lrust so far have been concentrated on thB preservalion oflowlais stdbles, a. flne Geo?gian building of great characte" aloA iryortsnoo. Iho 1fust
Bi:p?:": t. acquire the stables, llake then safe, aral then launch an appeaL for funas1'or lheir conversion to & suitable purpose such as a local history 1i;iary, cl.aftrorkahops and the inevitabls industrta.L nuseun.

-FuturE plarrs al"so llroluals the restoration of the octrl8onaL chapet_of_6as6 rhlchadJoins Chepel Row and alv€s Lt tts nelle i the rc-€r€ctl;n of Watkln eeor8or s cast_lronbrtdao of lBoo o, a tte noar cndrn{ fr;t,; ,,,,r ;;; ;;;;,,;;,r;;-w.rrh rho prssor.v&ttonof Poatrobaoh trnnros! tunnot and yqyBfroh ir"r"r-i,,ia' i,,,1i,i"_i.""."



aucntr lrrmrrunr

D. Q. BOtYlfl. ?he LLaneJli Landscape: the geoloFv and AeonorpholoKv of the
country arountl Llonefl i.

ceolo&, B€y seen,& far cty fron Locsl history, but Ll"aneflit s alevel-opne[t ras so
tntins.tely bound uI) rLth its coa]. Eeasures that arl unaLeratandja8 of ita Seolosr
has an inpoltant contribution to nake to a prcper appreciation of its alevslopEent.
In any case, the history of the rlck fonnations anal the evofution of ths Lendscapo
is par-t of the history of a tolPn - or rather, of, its prehistoay. Da.Iial Boreor!
wolk forras the secortl voltrne to be publishea in the Lls,nelli Public Llblely Local
Histo4r B€search grlup SBries, whlch llas Biven such & gooal stari by [a1co]"[ SaDotrlr
history of Lfaneli. coel nlinlng. Li-ke the filst voltllne, this one afso ca,I1s forth
*elL-tleaewed applaua6 for the enl-lghtenod aleciaion oI' the Borou8h Council to
publish the sories, snal for th6 Borcugh Libreri6&, Ur H.A. Prescott, nhos6 efforts
have cleady playea a large part in brin&ing the project to fnrition" In this
latest volume Dr Boren traces th6 geolo8ical history of the Llanelli legion yith
& good roa'ny lieps, aliagra[s anal photogr&phs, aild places it in its globa] geologLca,].
setting. The ?irst eight chapters fotu an historical ilescriptioo, and they are
folloreal by a further ei6ht chapter5, eech of whLch concentrates on a latticu].ardistrict, ilescribing Lts BeoloSr and geoDolpho1ory snd aiving sJI itinelatlr *hich
nj'll enatrle one to iAentily the various festures of si8nificanc€. The book is
ca.ss-bormil snal proaluced to th6 sane hiSh standard a.s its lrealecessor, end slso soLA
st a siEllatlit Ior prioe, rhich cs! hardly Ao Eor6 than cover Lts bssic cost!.
(Available froE the Bo&u6h Litrarian, LLaielli Sorou€h Library, Vaughan Street,
Llaneui" IYia6! A+-5o, pLus €'i -15 porta8e for one copy, and J5p extla for €aoh
additionel copy.)

c.F. GA.BB. rThe birth panSs of the 0yst6tuouth Rs-ilEqyt, Jour.naL of the RaiLi€y
and C€nsL Historicsl Society , 27 (1981),1 , 2-8:-

It ras in 180J th&t the iaee of inproveal coDmunication betE66n Swansea. anal f,ueb]e!
nss first [trooteaL in the fol'm of a cana.L. ft gt.err out of proposels naile a fei yea!!
earfier for extenilin8 the Crvn Tra.Br.oad froE the tenEinal basin of the Sr.ans€e cenalto the whet'ves nealer the toxn centre. In 18OL The CaEbria4 Bterteal to be pqblLsh6A
and l-n its fi.rst f6, uonths cerriea[ a 1ive:y corre-i!6i?6ce-letweea proponeats ofthe schene anal others lfho feamd that their ilrterests souLil b€ effec-tea- aaversely.In the course of tho Bj.UtE pass€,8o through parlianeat in 180! a nurber of aoenil-
nents we!6 ,iirde, ijtcluAing the uost iteortaat oEe of substituting a tra,DLosal for
th6 oanal ori8ineuJr proposeal.

INIORMTICIII RIQUIST-D

Infor'eation is sought on DafyAd Wl1]iass, Lsndore, the author of l,lythyrau Ct pro
w./, published $-S,ra;;E:il A.wilrr.ans 1n 1621. He tras a natiye of I,arldore 6rd i.s known to have been essocj.ateatwith Uynyddba.ch cha!61, but othe.rise littte is knoym of hin prior to 1825 iyhen ho

was rec.uitBdl by the Anglo-fexican Minir8 Association. l,rom iB25 to 1g29 he worked.in l[exico in the guansjoto silve! eines, but then retuEredr to swansea ror a perioil.
He fin&l].y eBigratoa to Pennsylvaria in 1BJ5 and died. there in 1Bl+5. Ee is iheeubject of a brief entry i-r the D_ict+gnerl, of"We+sh Biographdr. Inforaation isparticul.arly r€lcome on lrIillians. acrtvrllr.es ln SE€rsea before 1825 anA in theperiod 1829-t8f5, please contact:

Xa R. Christi€-DavLes,
Departdent of SocLolo5r,
The Universiqr,
Whit€kniAht s ,
Readl.na Rc6 2AA

t'u lr l Irhld l1)r tlltr
I r. ll. Ii!rynoldn, l2

lloul.tr Vr,!r1- lllt' Lx
lld',60nnt't,r1(l ./t,ty,

.lr!i'r'l.rirrl l;u,rl,'Ly hy Ltr,, it,)1.
Ijl,'1. Ly, Iiwtrhjor lt^j, ,r.ll{. ll,,r,,I,'l.l.'!r ttillLor,


