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Annu$l &eneraL l{eeti^ng. Y{il} members please take this as
the formal- notification of tht meetirrg. ]f you wi"sh to ralss
any matters, please gi-ve notice to tire Hono Secretaryt
Mr ',Y.I. Roberts, Oruve Cottage, Gloucester Place, Mumblest
Swarrsea by 11 lilarch 1982.

Hr P"G. Rattenbury
Tramroads of the Swansea Region

held in the Royal Institution of South Yfales (Swa.nsea
start at 7.00 p"mo

CYMDEITHAS A1ICH/..EOLEG DIWYDIA]INOL D}i ORLLNYIN CYIMU

Nevisletter J0r February 1tB2
Ectit,orial Committee: !'.G. Corvley, P.R. Re;molds, lY.Io Roberts
Prioe to non-menbers: 20p
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These roeetings will be
Museum) and" will both

1J,T1{ {C{-llAt COlLirifttS{CI 0F WESTi.flN I A S0CIbT.IIS

Every Spring industrial archaeolory & locaf history socleties j.rl Y{ar1es and. the
west of England. hold a conference to d-iscuss matters of common interest and to hear
reports of on,.-, anotherr s doings" Thj,s year the S'IJ"f,TAS has offere-'d., or been dragooned
into arranging the confererce, which'si1I be held on SirIifiDAY _rRD APKIL in the
University College of .lwarrsea. Fu1ler details are to be found on the encl-osed" forn.

In previous years about 1!0 parti"cipants have been present, and we hope that we
wil-L be able to attract somcthing like that number again. YIe do hope that there will
be strong Iocal support for this event, both to help ensure the success of the
conference and to show our visitors that IA can flourish j-n this part of the worLcl.
Please do come if .v-ou- possibly cg

4N,NUAL j:UE SCRI PTI 0r{S

Annual subscriptioi-s are now d.ue" If you have not aJ-ready pairl, either directly
or by bankert s order, the Treasurer would be glad to receive your ren-ittance in the
not too d.istant futureo Rates rera.in unchanged. at €2-00 (standard), CJ-OO (famffy)
and- C1-00 (sturlents ald. OAPs)o Please note that the Treasurer is now at & nelv add.ress:

Paul B.e.ynolds,
87 Gabnlfa Road
Sketfur
Srransea SA2 BND (Telephone 205888)

Pqyment by bankert s order is a simple and rsliable rnethod of payment: if you would
lj-ke to consid.er this method", please let the Treasurer knorv, and he will send you
the necessary information and forzu
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Tho Latest Develoliments

BY F. G. CowleY

The iabor.rLtory is all tli,r.t renajls of the Siemens Stee1 Comp,a]ly Works at Larrdore

which wns set,rp ir,185;l and eame to an end irl 1888. Despite its brief period' of
operati.on, the works has a number of claims to fame. It rryas among the first works

in Brita.in to u.se tlie r:pen-hearth process of converting pi,q-iron into fine quallty
steel" After the workri i{ils en}arged in 1BJ1 on er site aoross and farther up the
river, it was accounted one o1l the four largest steel v{orks in the worl-d with a

weekly output of 1000 tons. Mucl:. of the steel produced. was of top quality and"

v{&s used for tkre Forth Bridge and for warships built at Pembroke Dock.

V{he1 in 1975 this society publlshed. its Lower S'ransea Va}ley In,lustrial Trail,
j-t gave particuiar prominence to the building which housed. the laboratory and

"*p"u"*"1 fire irope thelt it'h-i-ght be preserved as one of'the major in'1ustrlal
mon1n..:nts of the Va11ey" " The pen-anc1-lnk d.ravring which was inc1uded in the trail
was based on a recent photograph and gave a fairly accurate id"ea of the state of
the buildJ-ng ai that d'ate. The
basic structure was then sound.
although it was in a consid-erable
sto.te ot' ,lisrepr-:1r. The Sr:ciety
wrcte to the Departmen+- of the
Environmentr s Inspector of A:rcient
Ir{onuments asking 1op i,}re bui}di.:ng
to te listed and this request was
granted in Decenrber 1 !J!' The
Society also seni: a lctter to the
City Council s'rggesting that
future dterioration of the l:uj-1ding
could be prevented by b:icking uP
doors ancl windows to disc."rurage
vanctals. It was then announced
by the Council that *11 500 was to
be spent on selective demolition.
The northenr bay rvith its rlistinctive
re;lg€) of eight chimney stacks was to
be presewed whilt-. the other vralls
vrere to be demolished to window level
to leave a recognisable layout" This
YJork was not carried. though'

In the following years a nr:rnber of
functions was suggested for the laboreit.ory building in the event of its being
re.stored. It wes suggesteii that it nright be used asan infornation cr:ntt'e to serve
th.r: proposed. recrea.tj,:,li &r'e& or as an interpretative ccntre which could cater for
erlucationa.l- visits frlm schools.

Meanvrhlle the building lrras d.eteriorating rapi-ci}y. In FebruarJr 1!81 a securaty
fence v;as erected around the nos d,angerous building a.nd- it was decid.ed at the City
Counci-Irs Leisure Services Cornmittee to offer tire brri-ldin;; to the Secretary of State
to preserve as an ancimt monument at hi.s cost not the Cityrs" Our Soc-Lety mad.e

repl'esentatj-ons at this time and pleaded that positlve action should be taken to
pres.erve at least the most d"j-stj-nctive part of the builcling" Strong support for
thr: preliervtr.tion and.:'r-rstors.tir-,rr of the bulldilg also came from the Lovrer Swlnsea
Valley Development 0-r'oup (on which our oivn Soci-ety has representation), from
Siemens i,td- (the Sunbury-on-Thames firm of electrlcal engineers), f'r"r:m !{organite
ElectriceLl Carbon and. f:'ora Pl-aid- Cymruo In January 1982 it was &nnouncecl that
Swarnsea. Cj-ty Councll hrLd" appiied to the Y{elsh Office for consent to oenolis}r the
Iabora,tory bui-Iding and this request was backed. by the Plarrning Cornnlttee of
Y{est Gl.a"urorgan County Oowrci-I.
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Thcre iv&u a full- r1isc115;sion of t}:e futurt-. of the SienLens; buil,ii.ng a1; the l-a.st

nieeti-ir6 of tl,,--r l,r;ri,sl" Sviiursea Ya-ii-ey Developm,:nt Group helc1 on 1! January and. the
general feeJ-ing was that the chimne,y end of the building coulti be preserverql and.

possibly integrirtecl j:rto & rlelv building whiclr could provj-dr: a smal-l nr:etirrg p1-ace
or changing rooms for the adjacent playing f iel-ds. Morganite !)l-ectricaf Carbon
would be prepared" to sponsor a lv{ernpower Serwices Conmission projr:ct to restorr: the
builcling" A meeti-rr6; is nol boinE soug;ht by the LSVDG with the Chie{'Exeeutlve,
Torvn Cl-erk, Leacler of'the City Council and" Director of Plrrrrning in ord.er to prr-.vent
dc-,rnolition and to agree on a p1a.n for saving at least peirt of the Siemr:ns laboratory
build.ing.

OTHffi NE1YS

Verr:rl-It Ironvrorks. A scheme to restore Venallt Ironworks (at Cwmgvira.ch, between
RfiE" -affir,eath) is currently being carried out by lYest Glarlorgan County
Cormcil rnith thr: support ot'the Historical Meta.i,lurgl Society. Venallt ls one of
onl;r 1x,r6 sites in south Ylerles where remains survive o{'r,rorks buil-t to use Cranelg
hot-blast process of producing irun with anthraci-te. It opened Ln 183942
and. now lies on Forestry Cornmj.ssiorr ]and.. The furnace itself was demolished. long
a.go when tlie slte was oonverted to a patent fuel- works, but a massive slag block
with tuyeres sunrj-ves together with the furnace platform, a stack base and a
roofless engine houseo Thj-s l-ast feature is a particular feature of the site,
but was threatened. with d.emolition unt1l the scheme was proposed. It is norv intend.ed.
to restore it as an ancient monument usiag labour from an unemlbloyment relief
scheme, but the money availabl-e for materials in i;nsufficlent: there is a deficit
of at least 8425A whir-,h has to be rai.sed"

The project organiser, Dr Martln Cahn, would welcomo any contri"butionreither
finalcirrl or in kinr1, and also voluntary help on site. Donations should be mad-e
to the llistorical li{eta1lurry Society Ltd., Venall-t !'und, and sent to hin at
1 CurLew Close, Mayals, Swansea SAJ !HG. If you could possibly help on site,
please let him know and he wil-l arrarlge for you to be kept inforued,.

The site lles on Heol lYenalJ-t, Cwrngwrach, nea.r GLJrnneath (map ref. SN 855050).
Vlsitors to the site are weLeome but the.y should. note that the remaj-ns are dan6er-
ous at present, and. that they visit tlre site at their own risk.

l{umbles }Lailway Restaurant. In our }ast issue \{,e suggested. that lf Corporation
pl;rns to convert the former Blackpi11 station lnto a restaurant went ahead-, then it
m5-ght be a goocl id"ea for it to include a permanent display of Mumbles Railway
photographso Mr Ron Lawson, of the Mumbles Railway Ilubli-shing Ltd., nol,y tells
us that there are already plans, and. weLl ad.vanced. plans too, for a Mumbles Railway
restaurant, in the Bay Vi-ew Hotel at St He1ens" The Bay Vi-ew has stood. beside
the line of the railway at the Slip Jurrtlon for !1 years, and old. photographs often
show the hotel as a }:ackground for the railway. Munbl-es Rai}vay Publishing has
supplied. a range of enlarged" photographs to the hote1, and the restaurant should"
soon be op€Bo

Swansea Canal. The latest issue of the newsletter of the Swansea Valley Hi-storical
mfe$Eo"fur Ilinter '1981 ) r.eports on restoratlon work bei-ng gnilertaken by thc
Swansea CanaL Society whieh was formed. last April, At Ystalyfera wo:*c has cormenced.
on the very fine aqued.uct ove:" the river Twrch, vol-unteer parties have been clearing
away nrbbish, trees, iIF, *eeds, etc that hid.e the structure, the bed. of the
aqued,uct has been cleaned" and" its cement/mortar lining exposed..

Lotuer down the cana,-- at Ynysurudw, the masonry of two locks has also been exposad,
irrclud.ing interestlng features such as j-nclined stones used. as foot grips and
machinety used to cont::ol the sluice gates. At the upper 1ock, following mueh hard.
work, the overflow char'nel hes been cleared, and" the canal can now be d.iverted. d"own
tlie channel for the first' tj-me since ihe 19iAs, Also at Ynysmudw a l-ong*lost bargo
was dlscovered. buried in the cana-l bank, but so far its history remains obscureo

The Secretary of the Swa"nsea Canal Society ls Mr B. Jones, 47 Waun Fenlan,
Rhyd"yfro, Pontardawe, Sw&nse&n
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IOUG}{OR VIADUOT

By Stephen K. Jones

The Louglot ysffrvuy viaduct near Sivansea is one ot'the ferv remaininl; viaducts
st11l j:r use with a tirnber substructure. Less lvel,l kno',rn than the Barmouth estuary
brirlge or the lrloy viaduct near lnverness, it i.s the only existi.ng timber viaduct
designed. by Isarnbard l'.ingd.om Brunel. Forming part of the original South l?ales
Ra1lway anit stiL1 a rnainline viaduct on the Swensea to westl,,{ales route, it was

conrpleted. for the opening of the line from Landore to Carrurrthen on 11 October 1852.

Bmne1, as the de.si,Sner of the SYIR, rvas responsible for the design of all the
p1i:rcipal rvolks on the Iin,;, iri.s resident engineer for this section belng Robert
BrorLie. As builtr'{;he viad.uct consisted of seventeen timber pile dri-ven pi,ers rvith
a superstnrcture of seventeen bimber trussesrof approxi-m.rtelv 40 ft. spanrand. one
wrorrght iron opening spano The working o1' this opening span, a wrought iron
sivingbr.i.,16e of J0 f't" spetn, is fully described by Isanbard Brunel in hi-s life of
]ris iatner (The lifr of rsambard King'Lom Brunel, civi-l- e , 1870). The
mechanir:a} ari-l.rngement of the swingbridge, w[ich was mounted on the Swansea
abutment, was designed by Brunelrs assistant engi-:neer, Lavirr6;ton Xvans Fletchero

]t was replaced by a fixed span at some tine during the Latter h:rlf of the
nirreteentti cerrtury as part of e. grridual replrLcement of' al-I the timber trusses w"ith
vrrought iron plate girCerso Tirere wer€ oriEl-na1}y four opening spans on the maln
lirie, at Lougiror, I(ictwelly, Carnarthen and Haverford.wd. 0nly Carmarthen was

rebuilt as an openi-ng span, but this roIl-back brid.ge has not been opened. for
many yeftrso

The tiraber used b3' Brunel was yellow pine from Memef in the Bal-tic, a high
qual-ity !en6;ineeringt iimber which had an average life of thirty years or IIlor'Qo

The d.ifficulty of obtai:iing timber of this quality to renew decayed. brid.ge nembers
was the maJor ra&son for the total reconstruction of al] except one of Brunelr s
timber viaductso

The heavy use of the viaduct leil, to the replacoment of the tj:nber superstrr:cture
vrith iron anrl leter steel girCers" The timber piles ha.ve, honever, remained. ln good.

conclition. The viaduct is currently (July 1!Bl) in thr: stage of a major renewal
e.nri a.dditional tirnber piles heive been driven in ancl jointecl with existing timbers
to improve the sta.bility of the piers. This has chalged. the configuration of the
piers f::o:"n three-pi1.e groups with raking out-members above the walling to four-pile
groups with "utmembers.

The new timber pile; are of pitch pine rvhich has a much shontet' life than yellovt
pine. One of the reasons for the longevi-ty of the original piles is the presonce of
bnrnacles and., unli-ke the Barmouth brid.ge, no dauurge has been caused, to the viad"uct
by the tered.o shlp wormo

lilthorrg,h t,imber viaducts ha.ve come to be regtLrd.ed as temporary works due to thc
Iilr5;e scrrle replrLcr,:ncnt of tirnber virLducts by more permlrnerr.t structirres, Brune1 dld
not d.esign liis timber viaducts as temporary solutions to eni;rneerj-ng problems. I
thinl< he would. ha,ve heen surprised., d1 the same, at the life of the timber piers
at Loughor"

Sourceg
rReport on Loughor Yirrrluctr, Chief Civie1 Englneers Departnent, lYestern Region,

British Rai-1, Pacldington"

.A.rtie1e on Lougf,or viatluct in R;.ilwQst (Western Region B.R. staff newspaper),
nocTr March 1981.

|tinber'ivorks'byI,.G.Br:oth,inThevrorksofIu@ed'ited.by
Sir Alfred Pugsley (london, 1975T 

--

Obituary notice of, Lavi-ngton Evans Fletcher in llj-nutes of ProceeJlLtlg, Institution
o-f0rvi1IJriglneers,vo}o12?(18?7),36Q-371.@Landore
Viaduct, pry!-ej=-g=-E.., 1J+ ( 1855) r' LgZ")
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COAI, liltriDlG I{ LLNSA}1L]iT PARISiI

By B. C. Fagg

(Part l)

Kirkhouse corrr-.spondcnce and the 1BJ0s

The next insight into the Lllursamlet colIiery is in the correspondence j-n the
1BJ0s of ylilliam Kirkhouse, colliery agent for the Duke of Beaufortrs agent. He

Lived at Aberdulais and obiierweo the workings on the Dukers fand for the collection
of royalties. He appears to have applied his engineeri-ng trainlng to ruining as

well as to builcling the Tennant Canal.

In a letter of 4 Febprary 1 8J2 he wrote "There is talk in the neighbourhood and I
hellcve not far f rom being correct that there has been some rnismanagement of late at
Mr Snr:ithts collierieso,. One pit has been abandoned and pumps taken up and Left...
even when they could have worked coals there, by ivhat I hear, 10 or 12 years longer
to very great advantage, but now the coal is }ost for ever. The other pit near
Ll-ansamlet cfiurch, rvhich is callerI tire Church Pit, in t]re upper vein they have sunk
it too neak and rr11 t[e roof is crushing in upon +-]rem scl tirat f"hr'.J lritve aband'oned

it. Tltr., lowe;',.jc,?sr thay had abandoned. before, but I hear that they are going to try
to rvork that again. 1 believe he d.oes not at present work any of Lord. Jerseyrs coal
and unless he does sonethlng Boon, he will have no place to ivo:'k ary coaltr (lO;.

If correct, this is an important staternent pointing to the friilure of a number of
workings i-1 iire co11i-ery at one time, includ.ing Scottrs Pit, Rouncl Pit, Gwern Pit,
Double Pit and Six Pit, together witir rnajor pr"oblems at Church Pit in both the 4 ft.
and.5 ft. seams. It may well be that the failure at Cirurch Pit rvas restricti-ng
punping and. hauling for most of the pits concernedo

Unfortunlrtely the correspondence does not appear to be continuous, so the next
letter is dated 1 December 181+t when Kirkhouse describes better times, and meeting
l,tr Smith at Lfansamlet colliery to d.lscuss tire pnrblem of separatel.y id.entifying
Hr Bowenrs coal and Lorrl Jerseyrs, both of which come up to Church Pit, in orcler that
the correct royalties may be paid. IIe suggests that there is a need for a new co1liery
.surarey in order to id.entify the coal r,rorked. and. that it shoul-d. be kept up to date"
"Another thing j-s the coal used for the engines, Smithts workmenrs coal and. what ls
oonsr.rmed in the iron foru.rdry that they have is all ded.ucted. out of the coal worked and
is not to be paid for to Lord Jersey.rl

This appears to be a rr:curring problen where the coal consr-imed try Smithrs actj-vities
esc&pes being recorded for payment to the Jersey estate. Tht: reference to an i-ron
found-ry is j-nterestlng because the 1BB1 25 i-:n.0.S. map (surveyed. in 1875) shovrs the
Charles Plt just after closure, wlth a large number of builrlj-ngs which could have
housed. a for:ndry. Later it becarne the Foxhole Tinplate l,{orks and eventual}y the Aber
TIorks.

In December 1BJ/; Kirkhouse was again aclvising the Duke to keep rur eye on coal
worked. by Sn-ltl. antl to und.r:::ta.P.e the colliery survey, which he rvould probably have
carried. out himselfo He proposed to inspect Smithr s accounts month\r.

He next writes on 1J Janu&ry 1335 referring to Snith as "being absent either sporting,
visiting, electioneering or sucir other thing". Smith had apparentl;r given permission to
Mr Grenville (rif the lr{orfa eopper vrorks) to tate nater from the cartal for his engine
so long as it was returned.. However, the roost interesting point is regard.ing Smithre
plans for a railroad up the Swansea Valley. "Smith told" rne that it was j-ntended. to
extend, it as far as Graigola 0o11-iery whlch is worked by lfr Parsons and Logan and

$enson and Price.oo Beside: these coll-ieries there are others that coul"il be opened
such as Glrmebran, Drulinu, Cwm Crl'n6.ch arrd coal-s belonging to Mr Lucas wirich vrould a]l
corne to this railroail, it beJ-ng moro convenir:nt than to 6o to the Swarnsea canal ag
they er.re all on the eastern sj-de of the river Tawe, arnd- there is rro other way of
getting the coal out,t' Ki-rkhouse refers to the possibility of Benson and Price
supporti-ng the railroad, iliscusses the possible aclver.se consequences for use of the
Dukers ilavod works arrd. conelurle$ "I thlnk it must be in his lordshlprs Interests to
6rant liberty to llr Smith if you can agree for wayle&ve...rr He suggests a peru6r
per ton to}I for us5n6 the railroad.



In Janurry 1t)37 Kirkhouse stiites tira.t ire has exarn-ined llr $rni.thr": accouttt and finds
it corr,--ct, a,d he then prorlucr:s an interesting set of figu::es sltowing thel otrt[rrt fncn
th,,r oo1l..lery for 1t]15 anit 18j5" Soma 66r7ti6 ton.s of coa.L wele ttken out of Charles
pit in tliis ono pe:.iocl,, an,1 liirkhouso reports Snith as saying tha.t it could be

exceed.ed in 18J7" 0f thj-s, almost 10 per: cr.-.,nt was used by engines or tire wor]<tnen.

Hr:ferenco is rurd"t: to 01d Double Pit onfproducir,.g 57* ton"s irr the same periorl for
"colrnly,y sal-e", which su5gests th:rt it has been rlur dorvn" Thi-s is sUpported by

Smith rsriuesting to lcase land frorn the Duke at nearby F\vll Marvr, "pa,rt of'the old
cr:a1 birnks at Mr Snitfits o]-d col}iery", for a ne$r spe]ter vvorks" Kj"rkhouse advises
that it vrould be bt:tter rrsed- to produce some income for ther Duke and therefore
prols5sci that the ]ancl be l-ease& at .C5 per ggllg, particularly as the works will

"or,"nru 
21000 vreys of coal- pgl ru earn-in[ o. royalty of I50" ?his becnrne tire site

of the tlansamlet Spelter Wbrtes, *pened. by Evan John arrri l-ater onlted by Dillvtyn & Co.,
jr:st north of the main rail',ray J-inco

1Blr0s an_d" lrLteT

Thg.re is ar: intr:res*;rn6 accL:unt rn lYirliams (J1 ) referring to continual problens
elt Charl-es Pit. He states that it was abantloned for sevoral years and- was full of
wirtcr vrhen reopr:ner1 j:r 185?s when Tlionas Por:rel-l of Birchgrcve Pit lvas employed' as
man&ger. But it is rlr:ubiful if the pit closerl, because ot'tire clif'ficulty there would.
tiren hrrve been with reopeni"r:g it, piirticuiarly iff, as YliiU-gms says, tl:ere was known to
ha.ve been a probl,lrl orrer wate;', However, i-ri 1845 rlii'{'iculties itr ha.rrling coal led to
the opening of Nevr Pit, at Pentretlwr, a1thor.r14h this is sholn as d,isused" on the 6 ino
0.S. map of 1876. Tire site l-ies just east of Trall'ryn Road-, opposite the new Asda
supennarketo Ho'rever, Fairley notes the Nevr Pj"t as having been sunk in the 18th
c-ntury by Jotrn Sm-lth arid j-t would. seem to hiive given its name tr.l the 5 ft seam.
lThat Yfiltiams describes as t.ie si,nk:-ng of New Pit j:r 1845 by Roi:ert Mills, the younger,
was probably the reopcnj-ng of the pii, and its extensiolt to link u,.r witir Charles Pit
r','orkings. This ryoulC h;rve aliowed coal to ile irsled- up the lievr Pit shaft and taken
by na;4on down an incline rvhich went unrler the Oreat trYestem line arrd. joined the
Swansea Vale line by the Yillbrs Spelter Ylorkso The pit also sr:ems to hiive had. a
Level rr:nni"ng south*east tovra.rd.s Glan;,'wern where j-t surt'irced, It was used as an
entry to the v,,orkingx*

A plan of 1875, showing Charles Pit at the time of its closure, has levels i:r the 4 ft
seam extend.ing as far ae Park Pit, but not New Fit, although it might be the ease
for the 5 ft. seam (54)" iho farthest extr:nt of the l+ ft vrork5-ngs is about the o1d
uarish road, in the south, the Ffendrod. stream j:r the west, anrl Ynys Al}an farn
and the Betheil- !.iult in the eust" Unfcrtunaie\r there is no informatiol] on workings
in the other se&rns, but S*r,rahan refers to them as inclduing t}:e 6 ft ana J ft seams
at a d.eptir of 9118 feet (j-j).

0n 2L July 187* Xr,?_!-?g!iiqe repcrt*d. a ruini-ng &isaster at Cba-:lts Pit, :-n nhieh 19
-:-.'- Fai2 L'-*-zir !-.:-=:--.' ',J r-:. *'r.--:'"s:::- cI g,-:" f-:-trl--xs'i-'::.:'-: ;*1 '-.'. !.2-': a',-: o':t
in 1E70 to the loxhole Ce}]iery Coo, who then sold. th tne Lanoore Siernens Stee} Co.
,ryho ovrned. the pi+. until it fi.nally closed ir:18J6" Henry Lewls Co1Ley was &anager
at the tine" Smith also sold his interest in Round. Fit to Jones & Saunders in 1872/73,
who a.l-so i:ought Emily Flt" Fa::k Plt was sold. tc the Foxho..l-e Go1liery Co. 3a 1872t
vrho in turn scl l to tire Lan"iore Sienens Steel- co. in 187'i/?8, wi:o we:"e then in the
process of buying pi'bs tr pi:*viile eciil for their large works (-:,;;"

After this d,Eite, Chiir"l-*s Fit hecame the I'o:tho1e Tinplate Wo:"ks on the 1899 25 in.
0.3. rnap, with spoil- hea;:s as the cnly remaining sign of its mi:ting history. Bound
Pit is sho'rm as a bri-ckwork*n possibiy tkrr: snurce of the bricks miLrke& "Ttrhite/L1an-
samlot". Gwerrr l)j-t is sh+wn as rii-sused, but such is the nalu:"e of millng that under the
title of San-Let Cclli-ery th* pit sa* working again irr the 1!20s. Fark Pit may also
have been workini: , but it j-s d*r"ibtl'ul if Scottrs Pit was stiil irr use despite lts
he;rdframe, beam arrd rods lreing; shown on a picture postcard of about 1907' It
prr:bably onl,y remaj-ned i'*r ventilation and" emergency accesso

Little is kno;,rn sf ttr* r:o*:i.e1 lrlstory of the miriing comrn,:nity in Llrrn::anl-et*
Between 1801 and. i8jl ;he populaiion increased" i-ron 2 1567 to 1r1B-7. but in the next
twenty years it jumped by ?l! pg Le..q* to J+r 276 w 1851 , ref l-e ctihg a growtlt in
pcpulrtion brought about by the iruni-gration of workers to the parish to work in
inhust-ry and mi-ning. The i,:nsus of i85t also shows a quirdrupling of tiie mal-e
population in ihe same pe:'ior"l* In tfiis context it is infonna,tive to look a.t the



Registr-,r of Marriages at the parish church, bece.ruse thr,: c;.:Itsus dt"r': s Iiot reJ'er tr:

m-incrs as lr sep&rrite cate*o{f. The occup.riirr, ot'the b.idegroon u/as iiiven 'ls r:o1lier

in about 37 yr cr:nt of the nnrjr.ri-ages between 181/ lrnti '1 [i1r/r-r l'i.ttr] j-tL onc yeirr JJ lte*

cent ( t Z *,u..its*f*;;-;; ii-,:., ".togory. 
A simil-Lr pir:trrre is tierived u! to about

.:.:.;: \ , ^r----r ^^-^+..-+ 1-,,+ flro nrrrnhnr n{' COlll(lfs'
1iJ6Jr- when trre numbel ot' rurrriages tu*oirrua constzint but the nunbcr of col-liers

declined" to about 28 pet c,-'E in the periorl 186tr75, md tct 16 r;tg ?e+t, in the yearg

prior to the first 17o?II l'far. This analysis probably strys a" mIffi fof tne re1-ati-ve

strength of church and. chapel support, uut iC aoes reffect the rise a:id fal-I of
mining i, 6e area, and. indicates- that it wils an important source of employment, even

a1l-owing for the fiict tlat surface workers were not included in the fi-gures'

Mirring had been deelinln6 j:n Llansamlet iJI the latter part o1' the'l$th century,
d,ue tt: tire seams [ein11 worked. out ancl the serious problem of'clrainage, but after
i3/0 large-scale working came to an end. 0ther collieries to the north were still
acti"re, inclr-rding Birchgrove, Garth and. sisters Pits, with cwm and' Tydrarv towards Kilvey'
0n the 0.S. E&, Ir rggl-otly 3e3-in Fran Plt appears, probably the only pit in the area

to lrave been extensivt-,-1-y ,ieveioped. in the 20th- century. rn 1965 Garth Pit closed,

the last irctivr: colliery jrr tho County Borough of Swanseao

&lining j-n Llansamlet hetped to establish a coal export trade from sv''ansea and-

further alrgl.ysis coulrl si:ovr the proportion of the trade it took" It was also

6irectly associated, vrith the growth- of local industry, dru.rvlng i:r capitaJists from Brgland'

and. thus repeating the pattern tound elservhere in the Principality. There was also

backward integration of local j-ndustries into mining to secure supplies of coal'
However, in clmp*rilson with other mining areas, the period" of deep mining was

relatively strori and u:rdistinguished. it *,r" not i-n the forefront of new technolory,
and virtually died. away before the nat&onalisation of the coal i-ndustry.
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l,lino Workinss in L1*-ns.am1et Parish: a tentglive list
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Henry Smlth
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John Smith
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6" Cwm 6B6Wa
7" Cwm Level
8o krtl- Mawr 576963
9. Double 6ngel
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'l 0. !1rrrslr, / ()7n71 c"1845 1875/98

Fores'b
1 1 . Forrrth
1 2. Fi:{',th 587967
1\. Six 551969 1771/1800
1-4. Sevu., 586969
1!. ltight 689965 ,a
16. Ganlen 610969 blo'14'" 1771

1 7. Park 68t+971 c.1 850 1 880

ig. ir"l"l, 6gsi79 c.1751 17r/86-
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Crymlyn 702955
Tir Isaf 5839t+1
xmily 703981
scott/ 698984
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Fel-jn fran 592985

,. J0. Brothers 699989
J1" Birchgrove 7ALI9B9
J2. Worf 683940
J7. Colt 586966
Jl+. Stone
J5" lYhite 686962
36. Sisters 702999
37" LLttLe --

)9. lYdew ::

4O" Kilvey Mont
,l+1. Ner 695965
,11-2" East 701979
r+J" ileo1 Dd.u/ 705976

Coed Saeson
r.f+. Mid.d.1e Bank 6lzg5t*
J+5. Mlll 670951+:?

l+5. upper Bar:tr. 67?956?
- 47. Tydraw 6849,1+0

4B" Fowlers 68lg+g
ll'9. Llanerch 6$lgt+6

50. Elqrn 6llgw
Heiernin

!1. Olan;rwerrr 6gfgS\
12. Danygrai.g

s,1f16
Pre-1874 1887

5t

1 897/191 4
1838i1930

't955

c.19J0

c.1876
1912

1816/tgz+

1 BB7

Pre-1 BJO
Pre-1 BJO
c.1897
c.1879

,l+t 5t 5t &c.
l+r 5t 6r &c.

5t

5t
4r
6t

6t

An eplotion at Scottrs Pit. fl82,1+

"Explosion of Flre Dampo One of those mela^ncholy acci-dents occasioned. by tho
explosion of fire-d.amp occurred at the OLd Church Plt Colliery, near Swansea, on
Yled"nesday l.ast (i.e. 1l+ April); whereby four men Lost their lives, eighteen have
been dread.fully scorche.l and lacerated. and four have received compound. fraetures.
It appears that the co"t-liers recei-ved strict orders from the agent not to apprcach
s. certain part of the plt; b.ut dlsregard.ing these injunctions, the fatal result was

as above deseribedorf

(Frou The gambrian, 1J April 182,[)
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RTLILi'IlryS n'l S0UTtl lYlrliis

Mr Robert Barnes rvill give a short course of lectures in the Royal Instj-tution
of Soutir lTales (Swansuo Mr"ur*) auring March on Railways of South \tlales-. ?he course

has been arranged by the Department of Extra-Mural studies.

Date and time: 1.10 to f .i! p"m., Tuesdays 9 - J0 Irlerch 1982:

Ti<;kt:ts: C1-00 eaeh, ad.ruitting the holder to al1 four lecturesrcart be obtained.
ei-ther f'rom Swan"e, lt{rl"urm or from the Department of Extra,-Nlura} Studies,
Berwick House, 5 Uplands Terrace, Swansea SA2 0GU. Cheques should bs
rnade payable to rUnlverslty College of Swanse&r.

The talks w'il-l trace the hl;:tory of railways in south Y{ales from the c}osing years
of' the eighteenth centu:y to the present day. The course will- cover the devel-opment

of railways j:r industrial and nlra1 south Wal-es; i.ntar-compar\y rivalries and the
spirit of- competition associated $rith the construction of mairty lines and systems;
tire importancl of railways to the econory and society of the re6ion; and the legacy
in terrns of ptysical remaj-ns l-eft in south ffales by the railway age.

00rp ANp cllAxcoAl BLAST FURI{ACES

Last November members enjoyed a stinula.ting and well-presented lecture by
Mr Philip Iiid.en of Universi.ty Co11ege, Cardiff on ?The transition to coke smeltlng
j.n the south Ylales iron j-ndustryr. After the meeting several members expressed the
hope that Mr Rj-den would publish the text of his Jecture so that the arguments and

erid"nc" he presented could be considered at leisureo Menbers may ltke to know ttrat
an article by Mr RLden has alreaciy appeared. which goes a long way towards meeti.:ng
thi-s request, v12", tFighteenth century blast furnaces: & new checklj-str, in
Histoylcal l{etallurry 12 (1) tgZgr S6-39. Baslcally it consists of a series of tab}es
ffi;Ins:--

1. Total blast I'urrraee sitos and output, 1530-1709
2. Pig iron output, 1 720-1789
J. Pig iron output, 1 790-1870
4o Blast furnases,172A-1790, wittr type of fuel (charcoal or coke) and dates of

erection and,/ot closurs.

IT SOUI,IDS FAMILIAR

"-Underraining -the historipnts work, The perils facing hlstorians can be formldable.
0ver the past three years a librariar has been sorting and cataloging a mass of
documents a.t the }Iorth of Fhgland insti-tute of li{iling and Mecharrical Engineering in
Neivcastle upon T3rne. These archives, dati-ng back to the 1)th century, consti-tute
one of the worLd.rs best c;oll-ections of papers on the history of mining. Recently a
e1J0r000 appeal ras launched to finanee completion of the work, along with restoratlon
and re-binding of the rlocuments. \{hen tiie district counci} in the Durham pit torm of
Llasington discussod the project, one member said. they d.ld. not want to be rerninded
of what ml-nilg was }i*e when i* was & private ind.ustry. The cc,unc1l ccughed up €1 0. I

(DaiLy TelegrapB, (htober 1981)

AN INTiN,XSTING TIN.D IN 187]"

"A very interesting and curious rliscovery ras macle by Mr John Glasbrook on Y{ed"nesd.ay"
(i.e. 1! February)r"fu an old. adj-t level at Pwllycwm colli-ery, near Landore. The men
are sinking a new eo}liery there and" on Weclnesd.ay in an old. adit leve1-, fi]Led. vrith
nrbbish, came across two old" wooderr shovels, evid.ently used by the mjners hrurd"reds of
of years ago. The handles of the sh.ovels is of ash, the blades of oak (sttlJ- as hard al
steel). There is not a particle of iron even in the fastenings, ald. those implements
of trade must have been left where now found at least 200 years ago" The lease of the
col-lieries 5-n question war first granted to Lockwood, Cotton and Lord. Ellj-ott in1750,
and they were continueri. to bo worked urtil 1801... fhe spot where the shovels were
found. has not treen opened. for at l-eastlJO years... The shovels are to be cleposited. ln
the Royal Institution of South lTafeson

(The Capbria:r, 21 February 1Si!)
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hlr lirrrrv Green. /r11 his frien,ls wcre saddened to Jearn of' ttre tlt:'rth on 20

Decenber. l-ast of'&1r }Irtr''r.y $reen' He lvaS an entltusiastic membi:r clj' the I'treELth

A.tj-r;uarian Society emri also a rnember of'thi-s soci-ety, a-l.thouir,ir ill-health prevented

him froqr tak;irrg aJ *ctive part i.n our affalrss Nevertheless he alwtrys showed a real
interest and rvas a gretrt source of help and encouragement to the writer of this
memoi-r - as j-rrcleed he was to marty other loca1 amateur hj'storians'

Al.ter graduating in Iinglish at the University College of Swansea, I{ar'ry Green

mad.e his career j-r] -iorrrr,rilism, at first in nelvspapers, including tlre t/t:stern li'iail
arLcl Sorrtli 'fJqj.r:-s_:i.ygrling Pos!, but later j-n reLdio antl te Levisiono IIe was f'or maqy

year Br series !t Ii&leyrs-i*se[ook"
It was his trai-ning as a journalist, added. to his e;nthusirism for loca1 historyt

which proved such a f,orverful combination end led. to much vriluable work in the

field" of loca,I 5istory ilnd at'chaeolory iri the l'Jeath &r€&o His interest in }oce.l
history provided. hin vrith a wicie varii+ty of themes, and his skills as a first-rate
;ournalist alloyred irirc to ml.lte the most of wltatever topic it rvas that captured
his a.ttention: he iraa a ?r"ose! for original- sources of information, persistence in
tracking thern dorn, a hea.It)5r seepticism o1' any unverified. assertion and an

intol-erance r;f'second-r;rte work ln any foroo And fina11y, a tife timers experience
of using woyd.s and pre,renting a subject to its best ad.vantage enabled him to write
up his vrork effc.cti-vely anrl persuasively" Harryrs articles iYere certainly never
elsy reading: they demanclecl constant attention, both bccause of the importance of
thelr.subject matter, and. because of the tight reasoning he ernployed. in mrrrshalling
his evidence and meLking out his case, and" the concise style he used without any
pad.ding or wasted. verrbiageo

His iltersst rrt first lay in prehi-storic and med"ieval archaeologl , and he was

responslble for several important discoveries, including an early iron age hill
fort near Melincourt ancl the remain..; of a med.ieval settlement on Resol-ven I'lountaino
In retireimerrt he developed. ii.n interreot in the industrial hj-story of Neath in the
eip:hteenth ar,d. nineteerrth centuries, and" every year the Tr:trs;rct.ions of the ll.A.S.
contained d.cfinitive articles from his pen on topi-cs such. as Parsrinr;r trermrr:acl,
Venallt ironv;orks and Resolven colliery ( 1977) I Penrhiwtyn lrronworks, Melincrydd'an
coI)per.lvorks and. Britcn lr:r:1. ironworks (tgZg); Gnoll llouse and liaglesbush colliery
(tglg); arld t{el-incr.rrt furnace and l,{eath shipping (te9t )" At the tj-me of his death
he was rvorklng cn the early history of Neath Abbey i-ronworks. The fnct that the
revived. Eransactions in the last few years have proved so pr.rpular and represeht
suc\ a sffii]Ififfi.ment for tlreir society is d.ue jr no srnall part to Harryrs
work, both as a contributor and as a meticul-ous iissj-stant editor vrho put in uuny
hours on the humdrum chores of preof-rerrd.ing, indexing and the like.

Local history in this pari; of tlie vror}l is poorer for the passi-ng
and all his friends and coll-eagues regret their loss"

of llar'ry Green,

DD-U

RhUEI'I_T LlTlAATlmS

s.R. Hughes, rThe development of Br:itish navigational levels" {Ji)3@ of the

Railway and Cana.L Hjstorical Society 2-l (2) 1981 ' 2'9"

Ntivigatiorr levels were und.erground waterways that did not form part of a through

nrute. Their primary frmctic.rn was drainage Lnd to transport coal , or other minerals'
out of a. mine" ln tlis article, cf iris us'.la] eompetent standard, Stephen Hughes

looks at their history and d"evefu:pment. He identj-fies two dif{'erent groups, one

derlvi^g from Swalo**l *,hu other i'ron rllorsley in Lancashlreo YIhat is particular\r
interesting for us i-n south-west'llales is tirat the earliest navigati.on l-evel of aII
appears to [ave been Clynduo at Morriston, started. in 1/l$. The nine ]-eve}s he

iaentifies i3 south YIalLs all appear to bl descended. from tiris one. There do not
appear to be any major differences irt d.esign or working between the trrvo schools of
practice, md i{ughei cone}i:des that there ig "the ghost of a suspicion" that they

"might not have been quite unrelatedno He elso gives a list of sites and fu}l
source referencego
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NEA'IH iNTIQU/'PIiN SOCIiTY. lrrll,saqtionq 1 gB0-81

Aftcr rnissing a year t,he Neath Trursactions make a welcome reapl)earance with a

rvealtir of useful ancl interestin6 -a;TfcEs. prid.e of place mue t 6o to two contrihu-
tions by the late Harry Green, r[{e11n-y-Crvrt Furnacet rud rships of old Neath, l{eath
Abbey amL Briton Ferryt u The former ls vintage Harry Green, arrd a fine piece of
ind.ustrtal archaeolog4: d.ocrrmentary evidence, fieldwork i'"nd- common sense are combined
to trace the water supply for the furnace before its closure in 1808. Conversion
from cireircoa.l to soke is d.ated to the 1/!0s, makin5 i-t a late but not the latest
charcoal survivoro ilarry Greenr s other article is an exhaustive list of ships
built or registered at lieath in the period.1809-1890 with many illustrations: it rI11
form a vzrluable source of referenceo

Qthe:: contributions inc-l-rriie articles by Alan iltrywaro on the Parsons ftrnLily of Clyd.ach
(coalo'nners) anci on Ds.rid Thomns of Yrriscedrqrn ironlvorksl arrcl two railway articles fron
Paul Rerynolds, one on an *bortive tr:nnel und.er the river Neath in the 1880s, the other
on an episode in ihe rai}very politics garne which Led. to Brecon being cut off from
Sivansea and Neath for about a week in 1889.

{SZ-50" Avai-lable frrcm 1tI.H. Smith i:r Neath or Swansea.)

AI,AN UCILA,F. S6f .1,, 1!B.i

Ihe JounraL of the Cyruner Afa:r anrl District llistorieal Society continues to make
its re6ular appearance every year anC to contain worthwhile articfes on the history
of the upper "f'fzrn valle.y. It a-1so represents a good" example of how a small society
can Jrroduce an erttractive-Lookirr6l journal rvithout a vast outlay of money by means of good.
litho printing from typescript prepared on an electric typewriter" Neat layout and
a llttle thou6ht for thr: reerder can go a long way toward.s maklng up for a lack of the
financial resourees need.ed for a conventional- letterpress job: indeed. some people
may prefer the style o{"$!gt_Ughg{ to unimerginative secorrd-rate letterpress worko

As usual, the jounrai relies heavily on its editor, the Revd Roger Lee Brown: l-et
us hope that his d.epa:'ture from Glyncorrwg for Tongr,rynlais will not have an adverse
effect on hj-s lnvolvement w"ith the Cymmer society. Horvever, so far as the ind"ustrial
hi:rtory of thearea is concerned-, it is other eontributors who have sr.rppl-ied. the material
in the present issrteo Clive Smith describes rThe Gelli Housesr r ilr interesting terraoe
6f .single-storey m-inersr cottages and one of the few exarnples of its type still- 1eft,
Fncm the samc pen comes a general account of rThe developmr;nt of the upper Afan valley,
1871-1)f1t whLch is centred. on the coal ind.us$ry naturally enougho .Tack lTatts conductsrA ramble over the valley mountaj,nst, again with the coerl lnd-ustry to the fore, and.
John I{ose6ood. tells the story of 'The Gr"eat Yfestern Co}liery, Avon Colliery, Blaengqrnflio
(et-65, i-nc1udlng postiige, from the Revd. R.L. Br'own, The Vicarage, 1 Merthyr Road,
Ton6vr1mJ.als, Cardiff CFL 7Ln. )

G01i,'!4. Vo}"J2, 1981

A.lthough th-is i-ssue of contains the usual selection of items on Swansea and Gower,
the only article with a beari-ng on industrial- history or arehaeolotrr is PauI Reynoldet
rTwo Swansea collieries: Cefngpfelach and Tird.onkint, which ls a histoiy of tJrese two
rel.ated pits fr-rm the sinking of Cefnryfela.ch i-n the 1880s to the closr:re of Tird.onkln
in 1 !28. It also l"ooks at some aspeets of the worklng of ths two collierleso

Richard chadwick, rCopper: the British contributionr, Chqryts-lgy in !qi!e;Ln 17 (g) 1991 ,369-i73
Copper-smeltlng in Bri.t,aln eommenced jn the 15th century. For a variety of reasons

southl?ales, and. especi-a1"ly Swansea, soon became the centre of the i-ndustry and. durilg
the nineteenth. eentury occupied a d.orainant position ln the ind"ustry throughout thevrorLd. ?he present article represents a brief summary of the ind"ustry jrr Swansea a3dits d'istrict, mai.nl-v in the lpth century, md appears to be based. large\r, altirougfinot entirely, on seccnd"lrry soufeess

Govrer

Published. f'or the
Paul Reynolds, B/

South lTest Y[aIes Ind"ustrial Archaeolory Society
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